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Ahead of the opening of the 
2021-22 school year, Ojai Val-
ley School has completed the 
most ambitious construction 
project in school history.

On Aug. 21, the school dedi-
cated three new building proj-
ects at the OVS Upper Cam-
pus, part of a $16.5 million 
improvement plan to replace 
buildings lost in the Thomas 
Fire.

“It’s been an incredible jour-
ney, when you consider that 
we, in less than four years, 
completely rebuilt the top of 
this campus, and did all of it 
for under $20 million.” said 
OVS Director of Advancement 
and Admissions Tracy Wilson, 
who led the Ojai Valley News 

on a tour of the new fire-safe 
buildings Aug. 31. “It was Her-
culean, to say the least.”

The new buildings are the 
state-of-the-art Aramont Sci-
ence and Technology Cen-
ter, the Grace Hobson Smith 
House dormitory, and the 
Littlefield Student Commons 
dining and library complex.

The two-story Commons — 
a structure envisioned before 
the fire — includes a kitchen 
and servery, indoor and out-
door dining areas and a mez-
zanine student lounge. “One 
of the things that was lacking 
in the campus before was a 
central gathering place where 
the whole community could 
come together,” said Wilson. 
Upstairs, there’s a library and 
outdoor reading porch.

The new girls’ dorm sits on 
the footprint of the former 
structure, but its architectural 
design is much more open 
than before, with a central, 
outdoor courtyard. The dorm 
rooms are spacious with big 
windows, and every room has 
a view. The girls’ dorm lounge 
has some of the best views of 

the Ojai Valley, Wilson said.
OVS has grown the academ-

ic program at the 195-acre 
Upper Campus to move into 
some of the new spaces, she 
said. In the science and tech-
nology building, the school 
has added a new physics lab 
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For the first time in a century, a wolf 
has been spotted in the backcountry 
north of Ojai.

On May 15, gray wolf OR-93 was 
captured on film drinking from a wa-
ter trough on a ranch in the Mt. Pinos 
area.

For Jim Hines, a wolf advocate who 
spent most of his life in Ojai, it’s excit-
ing news. “There hasn’t been a wolf 
in this greater area in a little over 100 
years,” he said.

Locally, the last wolves were killed 
in the 1920s, according to Hines. “I’m 
excited because it means that wolves 
are coming back to their homeland,” 
he said.

Hines remembers his ancestors tell-
ing him about seeing wolves in the 
Ojai Valley. “They were just as com-
mon as other wildlife, in those days, 
until they were hunted to extinction,” 
he said.

Prior to being seen on video near Mt. 
Pinos, OR-93 (his GPS tracking collar 
number) was last heard from on April 
7 in San Luis Obispo County. Then his 
collar ceased transmitting, possibly 
because the batteries died, said Hines.

The 2-year-old male wolf has had 
an epic journey, starting in Oregon 

and traveling more than 1,000 miles 
through 16 California counties before 
his signal vanished.

Since not all wolves are radio-col-
lared, the spotting of OR-93 could 
mean there are more of them in the 
wild.

“This could be the start of some-
thing big,” Hines said.

His one fear?
There are people who don’t like 

wolves, Hines said. “The government 

tracks down and shoots them because 
there’s the  isbelief that wolves are evil 
creatures that kill everything from hu-
mans to cattle and everything in be-
tween, which is totally not true and 
not proven,” he stated.

There are six known, confirmed ra-
dio-collared wolf packs in far North-
ern California, according to Hines.

They cross the border from Oregon, 
where they’re not protected, Hines 
said, and enter California — the only 

state in the nation where wolves are 
fully protected.

In hopes of spotting OR-93, the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and Wildlife 
will conduct a drone flyover in the Mt. 
Pinos area. There’s been talk of re-col-
laring him if he’s found, Hines said.

Wolves were first listed as endan-
gered in the lower 48 states and Mexico 
in 1974, but in November, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service dropped protec-
tion for wolves under the ESA “under 
the guise that wolves had recovered 
from being endangered,” said Hines.

Oregon, Idaho, Montana and Wis-
consin will begin hunting wolves this 
fall. Along with trophy hunting, the 
poisoning and trapping of wolves will 
also be permitted.

To protect wolves, Hines filed a 
lawsuit, as an individual, to get the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to relist 
wolves as endangered.

Several conservation groups are also 
suing. “We’ve been rebuffed so far in 
court,” Hines said.

The Biden Administration recently 
asked the federal judge in the case to 
dismiss Hines’ lawsuit. His attorneys 
were expected to respond to the court 
this week.
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Kidnapped woman, 20,
rescued from car trunk

Sex offender pleads not guilty
Perry Van Houten
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An Oxnard man charged 
with abducting a woman in 
Mira Monte the night of Aug. 
28 appeared in court this week 
to face kidnapping and other 
charges.

James Apodaca, 54, entered 
not guilty pleas to all charges 
Aug. 31 and also denied sev-
eral special allegations.

According to authorities, 
the registered sex offender 
and convicted felon allegedly 
lured a 20-year-old woman 
to the rear of his vehicle on 
Highland Drive, near Circle K, 
and then pushed her into the 
trunk of the car.

As he drove away, the wom-
an was able to pop the trunk 
open and scream for help, ac-
cording to the Ventura County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Her screams were heard by 
a passerby who flagged down 
a deputy. He stopped the ve-

hicle in the area of Olive Street 
and Santa Ana Boulevard in 
Oak View.

After he stopped, Apodaca 
exited the vehicle and fled on 
foot, with the deputy chasing 
him.

Picking up a metal pipe, Ap-
odaca began swinging it at the 
deputy, who deployed a Taser 
to subdue and arrest him.

The terrified woman, mean-
while, got out of the trunk, ran 
to the deputy’s patrol vehicle 
and jumped into the passen-
ger seat, stated VCSO.

Mira Monte resident Shan-
non Kennedy told the Ojai 
Valley News she called 911 af-
ter hearing a woman scream-
ing. The last words Kennedy 
said she heard before hearing 
a car with a loud muffler drive 
away were: “Somebody please 
help me!”

Kennedy described the loud 
sound of the vehicle to the 911 
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Resdistricting may determine whether
Ojai and Ventura have same supervisor

Grant Phillips 
gphillips@ojaivalleynews.com

The first Ventura County su-
pervisorial redistricting com-
munity outreach hearing was 
held virtually Aug. 31 and the 
question looms: Will Ojai be 
separated from Ventura?

Assemblymember Steve 
Bennett of Ventura, a former 
District 1 Ventura County su-
pervisor, spoke in favor of 
keeping the Ojai and Ventura 
communities of interest to-
gether.

“Some people have spoken 
about Ojai being moved out 
of connection to Ventura,” 
said Bennett. “And I just want 
to speak to how strongly I feel 

that Ojai and Ventura have a 
strong community of inter-
est because both are on the 
Ventura River and rely on the 
Ventura River for their water 
supply; they both deal heavily 
with Highway 33 … . Separat-
ing Ojai and Ventura would be 
like separating Fillmore and 
Santa Paula in the Santa Clara 
River. That would not make 
any sense because they are so 
linked together.” 

Westside Ventura resident 
James Forsythe also spoke in 
support of keeping Ojai and 
Ventura together.

“We’re connected mainly 
by the 33 and by water,” said 
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First wolf sighting in Mt. Pinos in 100 years could be start of ‘something big’

Wolf, Page B6

Photos by Logan Hall
From the air, the rebuilt Upper Campus of Ojai Valley School, during a dedication ceremony Aug. 21.

At twilight, the new multipurpose room at Ojai Valley School’s  
Upper Campus, with student and faculty performances during the 
dedication Aug. 21.

After Thomas Fire, 
stars align for OVS
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FREE BRUSH
CHIPPING

Ojai, Meiners Oaks, Mira Monte, Oak
View, Casitas Springs, Foster Park

Keep your
Community safe
from wildfire and
remove hazardous
fuel through this
free service.

Drop-Off and 
Curbside Chipping 
events all summer. 
Check the website 
for details and to 
sign up.

Questions? Contact
The C.R.E.W. at
805-649-8847

The Jewish Community of Ojai will observe

September 6, 2021, 7 PM – 9 PM
September 7, 2021, 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Rabbi Lisa Bock
Cantorial Soloist Mitzi Schwarz

Join us for services at 
Zoom link: www.ojaitemple.org
No charge; Donations welcome

Rosh Hashanah

and a dedicated Makerspace 
for robotics.

The rebuild also features 
solar power and a lithium-
battery energy storage sys-
tem, reducing CO2 emissions 
and ensuring the campus can 
function during power out-
ages. 

“As I said at the dedication, 
Wally Burr and Ed Yeomans, 
the founders of our school, 
would be thrilled to see this 
sustainable campus; the 
whole integration of outdoor-
indoor space, the integration 
of the new with the old,” said 
Michael Hall-Mounsey, OVS 
president and CEO.

The new buildings were 
designed by Los Angeles ar-
chitect Frederick Fisher and 
Partners. “We had engaged 
Fred in our master plan pro-
jection for the next 20 years 
at the school,” Hall-Mounsey 
said. “The fi re devastated us 
but it also gave us the oppor-
tunity to incorporate the mas-
ter plan a lot sooner.”

With the damaged build-
ings gone, said Wilson, “you 
had this blank canvas to work 
from in envisioning how to re-
build and how to do it a little 
bit bigger and a lot better than 
what we had before.”

The rebuilt buildings — the 
science-tech center and the 
girls’ dorm — were built about 
10% bigger, “which is allow-
ing the school to grow for 
the future. We actually have 
the highest day enrollment 
right now in the history of the 

school,” Wilson said.
Only a month after the 

Thomas Fire, the campus 
reopened with temporary 
dorms and classrooms, and 
in fall 2019, McGillivray Con-
struction of Ventura started 
work on the new buildings.

Craig Floyd, head of school 
at the Upper Campus, said he 
couldn’t be happier with the 
results. “It has come to frui-
tion, and it’s a big sigh of re-
lief to fi nally have this part of 
the campus whole again and 
to provide such a wonderful 
facility for the students,” he 
said.

What was the reaction of 
students returning to the re-
built campus after summer 
break? “Shock and awe,” said 
Floyd. “To come back three 
months later and see it com-
pleted, they were just blown 

away.”
Calling the rebuild “our 

renewal,” Wilson said the 
support from the commu-
nity can’t be overstated. “Our 
alumni, our parents, our 
trustees, our faculty have all 
worked so hard to make this 
happen. Lots of smiles right 
now because we’re fi nally get-
ting to live in it. It’s going to 
make a huge difference in the 
education of so many kids,” 
she said.

The dedication event Aug. 
21 was held in another new 
building, a multipurpose 
room dedicated to the per-
forming arts, and included 
performances by students 
and faculty. “The night of the 
dedication, the sun was set-
ting as the moon was rising,” 
Wilson said. “It was like the 
stars were aligned for us.”
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Photo by Logan Hall
The new Makerspace for robotics at Ojai Valley School’s rebuilt 
Upper Campus.

Redistricting: Continued from Page A1
Forsythe. “It is a highly impor-
tant part of keeping the whole 
community-of-interest areas 
together.” 

David Olivas of Ventura, an 
attorney and member of the 
Mexican American Bar Associ-
ation, said he wants the county 
supervisors to pay particular 
attention to the distribution of 
Latinos in Ventura and Oxnard 
and how that impacts the re-
districting process.

Supervisorial district lines 
are reviewed every 10 years af-
ter the release of the U.S. Cen-
sus data. 

“That is one of our primary 
objectives in the redistricting,” 
said  Chris Stephens, redistrict-
ing project manager and re-
tired county division manager. 
“Keep communities of interest 
together, and not split them 
apart.” 

Stephens noted that while fi -
nal Census data is expected in 
the coming weeks, District 1, 
represented by Matt LaVere of 
Ventura has grown, as well as 
District 3, represented by Kelly 
Long of Camarillo. 

The Fair Maps Act suggests 
that previous district bound-
aries should not be used as a 
standard for creating the new 
boundaries for this upcoming 
redistricting. 

Another change to the Cen-
sus noted by Stephens was that 
the state elected to go through 
a process to reallocate the pris-
oner population. 

“That’s not something 
they’ve ever done before,” said 
Stephens. 

The meeting demonstrated 
a new tool to help members 
of the public share their pro-
posed districting boundaries. 
It allows community mem-
bers to draw and create maps 
and communities of interest, 
which can be accessed via the 
districting website at https://
bit.ly/3BAPaql

Five criteria points were out-
lined for the redistricting pro-
cess:

1. Geographically contigu-
ous districts.

— Each supervisor’s district 
should share a common bor-
der with the next.

2. The geographic integrity of 
local neighborhoods or com-
munities shall be respected in 
a manner that minimizes its 
division. 

— This includes communi-
ties that may have mutual con-
cerns and would benefi t from 
being within the same district.

3. Geographic integrity of 
a city shall be respected in a 
manner that minimizes divi-

sion.
—This includes maintaining 

a relatively equal size for dis-
tricts for people.

4. Easy identifi able boundar-
ies that follow natural or artifi -
cial barriers. 

— This includes rivers, 
streets, highways, rail lines, etc.

5. Lines shall be drawn to en-
courage geographic compact-
ness. 

The redistricting process 
must be completed by Dec. 15. 

Those willing to provide in-
put on their communities of 
interest are requested to fi ll out 
the input form on the redis-
tricting website at: https://bit.
ly/2VcUxN2

The fi rst public hearing held 
by the Board of Supervisors re-
garding the Pre-Draft Map will 
be held Sept. 21 at 12:30 p.m. 
Public comments are encour-
aged to be sent to redistrict-
ing@ventura.org or delivered 
in person, along with hard-
copy materials, to the Ventura 
County Libraries, Oxnard Li-
braries, and Blanchard Com-
munity Library in Santa Paula 
beginning Sept. 6. 

The next meeting will take 
place Thursday, Sept. 9: 6 to 8 
p.m. via Zoom: 
https://bit.ly/38F3nGt


