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Dear Members of the Ojai Valley School Community,

It is with mixed emotions that I write to share with you that after 40 wonderful years at Ojai Valley School, 
I will be stepping down as President in the summer of 2022.  Retirement beckons.

In 1981, Carol and I came to OVS to teach, coach and start a new life in Ojai with our young family.  A 
lifetime ago!  We fell in love with everything OVS had to offer.  The supportive and friendly faculty, the 
inquisitive and happy students combined to bring a unique philosophy to life.  This sense of family and 
tradition is still here today. 

It has been a true honor and privilege to serve as the Lower Campus Headmaster for 20 years and 
now as President/CEO for the past 13 years.  These leadership roles have been the most professionally 
demanding, yet personally gratifying of my tenure.

We have navigated unparalleled financial, emotional and physical challenges from the devastating 
Thomas Fire to the current COVID-19 pandemic.  From the literal ashes, we have rebuilt our Upper 
Campus in a way that will elevate our school on the national and global stage for generations to come.

My sincere thanks for the support and generosity of the Ojai Valley School community I have received 
over the years.  Together we have continued to sustain and grow the OVS spirit and mission. 

I take great pride in what we have accomplished.  I am confident that our outstanding teachers, staff 
and administrative team are well prepared and capable of providing the excellent leadership to fulfill our 
mission.  I will continue to do all I can to assist the Board of Trustees and the school with this transition.

While Carol and I move on to the next phase of our lives, I am excited for the future and the continued 
success of Ojai Valley School.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Hall-Mounsey
President/CEO
Ojai Valley School
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Dear OVS Community,

After 40 years of dedication to Ojai Valley School, Michael Hall-Mounsey has informed the Board of 
Trustees that he will retire as President/CEO at the end of the 2021-2022 school year.

On behalf of the Board, I want to express our gratitude to Mike for his work to improve OVS, and for his 
steadfast leadership during one of the most challenging chapters in the school’s history.  The Thomas 
Fire and the coronavirus pandemic presented very real threats to the school.  Yet, as Mike stated in his 
letter, the school has successfully navigated these challenges and now stands in a strong place.  We 
are financially stable.  We have nearly completed a $16.5 million capital campaign to rebuild our Upper 
Campus, and we’ve achieved many of the goals identified in our Vision Plan. We have adapted to 
provide safe in-person learning for students, and we are poised for growth as new families see how well 
we fared during the pandemic. 

We will be able to use these strengths to attract highly qualified candidates for the role that Mike has 
capably filled these past years.  Our goal is to find an experienced school leader who will enthusiastically 
take the helm, guiding the school forward in an ever-changing landscape while preserving our history, 
traditions and philosophy. 

A Search Committee will be formed.  We will involve parents, alumni, faculty, students and staff members 
to ensure that everyone is engaged and has input in the selection process.   We will also formally retain 
a search firm to collaborate with the Board’s Executive Committee to conduct a national search.  We 
expect this process will take several months, and we hope to make an announcement by fall 2021.  Mike 
will continue in his role throughout the school year to ensure a smooth transition.  

As we look ahead, the 2021-2022 school year will be a time to celebrate our 110th anniversary as a 
school.  It will also feature the much-anticipated opening of our new classrooms, science labs, dorm 
rooms and common areas created by the Upper Campus rebuild.  We look forward to these milestones. 

We have been fortunate to have Mike leading the school these past years.  He has truly helped OVS 
become the strong and vibrant place it is today, and we are confident he will leave the school poised for 
future growth under new leadership. 

Sincerely,

John B. De Nault III
Chairman, Board of Trustees
Ojai Valley School
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