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The founders of Ojai Valley School, which was established in 1911, believed that children learned best through 
experience and sought to establish a school that would emphasize experiential learning and a love for the outdoors. 
That history and philosophy continue today. With nearly 250 students in grades pre-kindergarten through 12 (90 
high school students), our school offers a challenging college-preparatory program with small classes led by a 
team of supportive and dedicated teachers, a diverse student body, and numerous opportunities to shine and 
grow in the arts, athletics, and the outdoors. 

This 2020-2021 Curriculum Guide will provide a comprehensive and user-friendly introduction to our 9th to 12th 
grade curriculum, making it easier to navigate high school course selections. We hope that the guide will answer 
many of your questions about the academic program, while giving a detailed picture of the diverse and challenging 
course offerings across the grade levels.

If you need additional assistance, please contact us.

Craig Floyd, Head of School
cfloyd@ovs.org

Laurel Colborn, Assistant Head of School for Academic Affairs
lcolborn@ovs.org

WELCOME TO OVS

Senior Jocelyn Gonzalez (L17) submitted the pastel 
on the cover as part of her AP Art portfolio during 
her junior year. Jocelyn chose “Seascapes” as her 
AP focus. “The technical skills shown in her pastel 
paintings are advanced,” said AP Art teacher Chia 
Hersk. “Jocelyn enjoys working in all mediums, but 
pastel has become her passion.”

We hope you find your passion at Ojai Valley School. 
Explore our academic offerings in this 2020-21 
Curriculum Guide or contact us with questions at 
(805) 646-1423 ext. 1259 or admissions@ovs.org.

On the Cover
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ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Ojai Valley School offers a challenging program of 
college preparatory academics, as well as numerous 
offerings in the fine and performing arts, sports, 
equestrian, technology, environmental science, and 
outdoor education. Under the guidance of dedicated 

teachers and dorm parents, OVS students are 
encouraged to explore their interests, know themselves, 
and develop an appreciation and respect for others on 
a global scale. Every effort is made to create a warm 
family environment conducive to learning and growing. 

Academic Program, Grades 9-12

Effort Grading Scale
5      Outstanding
4      Good
3      Average
2      Poor
1      Unacceptable

Ojai Valley School students receive academic and 
effort grades at the end of each semester. Students 
also receive quarterly grade evaluations, which are 
not part of their academic record but are intended to 
keep parents informed of their student’s progress in 
academic and co-curricular classes. Please note, no 
grade of “A+”, or “D-“ exists for any of our graded 
material or records. AP and Honors grades are 
weighted with one extra grade point. A minimum 

of 3 in effort must be earned in order to receive the 
extra grade point in Honors and AP classes. Students 
receiving a grade less than B-, or an effort grade less 
than 3 in Honors or AP classes, may be questioned as to 
appropriate placement. A minimum of C- is required in 
sequential courses in order to continue. Grades below 
C- are not college recommending grades. Students 
will be placed on academic probation if their Grade 
Point Average (GPA) falls below 1.67.

Grading System

Each year, the faculty recognizes outstanding students for their 
contributions to the academic program, resident life, outdoor education, 
equestrian, and athletics. Top students are also honored with memorial 
awards based on their leadership and service to the OVS community. 
Academic honors include the following:

• Honors List: GPA 3.5 to 3.99
• High Honors List: GPA 4.0 or higher
• Head of School’s List: GPA 4.0 or higher, and EPA 4.5 or higher
• Effort Honors List: EPA 4.5 or higher

Recognition of Excellence

Once admitted to Ojai Valley School, students need not re-apply for 
any grade. Students are offered re-enrollment in February based on 
their academic performance, behavior, and positive contributions to the 
school community. We expect students to become active participants in 
the life of the school and take advantage of the educational experiences 
provided inside and outside the classroom. Re-enrollment can be 
withheld if a student has not demonstrated the skills, effort, integrity, or 
responsible behavior we expect of all OVS students. 

Re-enrollment

Grade
A 4.00
A- 3.67
B+ 3.33
B 3.00
B- 2.67
C+ 2.33
C 2.00
C- 1.67
D+ 1.33
D 1.00
F 0.00

Value
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There is a rotating block schedule at the Upper Campus with seven academic blocks in a school week. Each class meets three 
times per week for a total of 210 minutes. The typical class schedule includes five or six courses and an open block or study 
hall. All 9th and 10th grade students are placed in a daytime proctored study hall.

ACADEMIC SCHEDULE

TYPICAL 9TH GRADE SCHEDULE
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Computer 
Science I

Westcott, Rm 7
B block

8:10 - 9:15

Computer 
Science I

Westcott, Rm 7
B block

10:00 - 11:20

Spanish II
Wachter, Rm 11

C block
9:25 - 10:30

Humanities
Alvarez, Rm 2

G block
8:10 - 9:15

Advisory

English 9

Biology
Boyd, Bio lab

A block
8:10 - 9:30

All School Meeting Class Meetings

Geometry
Stewart, Rm 1

D block
8:10 - 9:30

English 9

Spanish II
Wachter, Rm 11

C block
8:10 - 9:15

Geometry
Stewart, Rm 1

D block
9:25 - 10:30

Lunch
12:00 - 12:40

Lunch
12:50 - 1:35

Study Hall
Wilson, Rm 2

E block
10:55 - 12:00

Biology
Boyd, Bio lab

A block
10:55 - 12:00

Humanities
Alvarez, Rm 2

G block
12:40 - 1:45

Geometry
Stewart, Rm 1

D block
12:40 - 1:45

English 9
Weidlich, Rm 10

F block
1:55 - 3:00

L.E.A.P.s (electives)
3:05 - 3:50

Sports

Flex period
1:55 - 2:40

Study Hall
Wilson, Rm 2

E block
10:55 - 12:00

Spanish II
Wachter, Rm 11

C block
11:30 - 12:50

Study Hall
Wilson, Rm 2

E block
11:25 - 12:45

Humanities
Alvarez, Rm 2

G block
1:30 - 2:50

Lunch
12:00 - 12:40

Computer 
Science I

Westcott, Rm 7
B block

12:40 - 1:45

Biology
Boyd, Bio lab

A block
1:55 - 3:00

4:00 - 5:10

L.E.A.P.s (electives)
2:45 - 3:50

Sports
4:00 - 5:10

Sports
2:00 - 4:00

Sports
3:00 - 4:30

Sports
4:00 - 5:10

Lunch
12:45 - 1:25

L.E.A.P.s (electives)
3:05 - 3:50

Weidlich, Rm 10
F block

9:25 - 10:30 Weidlich, Rm 10
F block

9:55 - 11:15
All School MeetingAll School Meeting
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ACADEMIC SCHEDULE

The College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) program certifies college-level work completed by students while in high school. 
OVS offers 24 AP courses, and students must demonstrate consistently strong academic achievement to earn placement in 
these courses. The school administers AP exams in May. Students achieving high scores, on a scale of 1 to 5, potentially earn 
college credit or can advance beyond lower-level college requirements. Students and families should consult with colleges 
about their policies for AP scores and credit.

TYPICAL 10TH GRADE SCHEDULE
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Algebra 2
Farmer, Rm 6

B block
8:10 - 9:15

AP World 
History

Alvarez, Rm 5
C block

9:25 - 10:30

Spanish II
Wachter, Rm 11

G block
8:10 - 9:15

Advisory

Study Hall

Chemistry
Sackett, Chem lab

A block
8:10 - 9:30

Class Meetings

Journalism
Alvarez, Rm 2

D block
8:10 - 9:30

Study Hall

Alvarez, Rm 5
C block

8:10 - 9:15

Journalism
Alvarez, Rm 2

D block
9:25 - 10:30

Lunch
12:00 - 12:40

Lunch
12:50 - 1:35

Spanish II
Wachter, Rm 11

G block
12:40 - 1:45

Journalism
Alvarez, Rm 2

D block
12:40 - 1:45

Study Hall
Stewart, Library

F block
1:55 - 3:00

L.E.A.P.s (electives)
3:05 - 3:50

Sports

Flex period
1:55 - 2:40

English 10 
Honors

Whipple, Rm 0
E block

10:55 - 12:00

Alvarez, Rm 5
C block

11:30 - 12:50

Spanish II
Wachter, Rm 11

G block
1:30 - 2:50

Lunch
12:00 - 12:40

Chemistry
Sackett, Chem lab

A block
1:55 - 3:00

4:00 - 5:10

L.E.A.P.s (electives)
2:45 - 3:50

Sports
4:00 - 5:10

Sports
2:00 - 4:00

Sports
3:00 - 4:30

Sports
4:00 - 5:10

Lunch
12:45 - 1:25

L.E.A.P.s (electives)
3:05 - 3:50

Stewart, Library
F block

9:25 - 10:30 Stewart, Library
F block

9:55 - 11:15

Algebra 2
Farmer, Rm 6

B block
12:40 - 1:45

Algebra 2
Farmer, Rm 6

B block
10:00 - 11:20

Chemistry
Sackett, Chem lab

A block
10:55 - 12:00

AP World 
History

AP World 
History

English 10 
Honors

Whipple, Rm 0
E block

11:25 - 12:45

English 10 
Honors

Whipple, Rm 0
E block

10:55 - 12:00

All School Meeting

All School Meeting

All School Meeting
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English

COURSE OFFERINGS

English 9
English 10
English 10 Honors
English 11
English 12
AP English Language & Composition
AP English Literature
Creative Writing
Expository Writing
Advanced ESL Reading
Advanced ESL Writing 
Journalism 
Advanced Journalism 

pg. 7

Fine Arts
Ceramics 
Ceramics II
Drawing I
Foundations in Media/Digital Design
Foundations of Voice
Music History
Music Theory & Composition
Photography
Advanced Studio Art 
AP Studio Art: 2-D Design
AP Studio Art: 3-D Design
AP Studio Art: Drawing
Video Production

pg. 11

Foreign Languages
French I
French II
French III
Spanish I
Spanish II
Spanish III 
Spanish III Honors
AP Spanish
Online World Languages (Other 
languages available online)

pg. 15

Mathematics
Algebra 1
Geometry
Computer Science I*
Computer Science II*
Intermediate Algebra
Algebra II
Functions and Statistics
Math IV:  Math Analysis
Honors Calculus
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC
AP Statistics
AP Computer Science A
AP Computer Science Principles

pg. 18

Science
Astronomy
Biology
Chemistry
Conceptual Chemistry
Conceptual Physics
Marine Science
AP Biology
AP Environmental Science
AP Chemistry
AP Physics I
AP Physics II
AP Physics C - Mechanics*
AP Physics C - Electricity/Magnetism*

pg. 21

Social Science
Humanities
ESL History
World History
AP World History
United States History
AP United States History 
AP Psychology
Government*
Law & Society*

pg. 24

* One semester
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ENGLISH

English 9
English 9 is a writing class. Throughout the year students 
explore a wide range of writing topics beginning with the 
personal and moving towards the analytical. This workshop 
approach focuses on drafting, editing, and revising, with an 
emphasis on developing grammar and punctuation skills. 
Reading comprehension is a priority. Regular vocabulary 
assignments and weekly quizzes bolster confidence in the 
English language. Emphasis is placed on critical thinking skills 
necessary to understand the structure and content. Students 
practice time management, organization, memorization, 
listening, speaking and note taking. By the end of the year, 
students produce a body of written work that serves as a 
measure of their personal growth as readers, writers, and 
thinkers. Students explore a wide range of drama, fiction and 
poetry. They are asked to assemble reading portfolios that 
capture important details, quotations, images, elements of 
style and analytical opinions. These portfolios allow students 
to prepare for writing tests during the reading process. With 
an emphasis on paragraph structure, students can write 
about what is most important to them. They are encouraged 
to capture their process of discovery. Discussion and in-class 
readings are a regular occurrence. Reading highlights include 
Romeo and Juliet and A Raisin in the Sun. Students learn to 
bring characters to life and the close connection with the 
dialogue brings out more personalized and precise prose. 
We also explore the poetry of Robert Frost, Emily Dickinson 
and William Carlos Williams. Students are required to 
annotate, recite, paraphrase and analyze the poems. Music 
and film study are intertwined into the reading experience 
to enhance imagery and sound. Many assignments and 
documents are exchanged through the Moodle portal in an 
attempt to limit paper use.

Reading List
• A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
• Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
• The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger
• Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
• Cannery Row by John Steinbeck

English 10
English 10 is a literature-based course that explores the 
various components that create our understanding of the 
concept of “humanity.” The course is organized through two 
major themes: Society and Self. Each major theme will include 
smaller sub-themes such as love and hate, social commentary, 
man’s relationship to the natural world, identity, family, and 
creativity. Students will consider these themes while reading a 
variety of genres assembled from both the classical canon as 
well as from the more contemporary, including short stories, 
non-fiction, poetry, drama, as well as several complimentary 
novels. While reading these texts students will expand 

their knowledge of literary devices and other technical 
elements. The goal of these theme-based genre readings 
is to understand how authors of different genres are able to 
address similar themes concerned with our human experience 
while maintaining distinct styles. Students will improve their 
analytical thinking and writing skills while reading the selected 
literature, learning to analyze the text in close readings, to 
compare and contrast, as well as contextualizing the work 
in both a historical and a contemporary format. Ultimately, 
the students will be able to apply their reading to their own 
lives in some fashion and carry their analytical and writing 
skills into other areas of their academic lives. Skills that were 
acquired during English 9 will be improved and built upon so 
as to ready them for the next academic step beyond English 
10. In addition to the written work and essays, students will 
grow their vocabulary, improve their citation skills, and have 
opportunities to work in groups, utilize multimedia, and 
participate in class discussions.
Prerequisites: English 9

Textbooks and Reading List:
• The Hunger Games, Book 1, by Suzanne Collins
• The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak
• Much Ado About Nothing, by William Shakespeare
• Vocabulary from Latin and Greek Roots, Book 4, by 
Elizabeth Osborne
• The Norton Introduction to Literature, by Kelly J. Mays

English 10 Honors
English 10 Honors, like English 10, is a literature-based course 
organized through two major themes that explore the various 
components that create our understanding of the concept 
of “humanity.” The expectations of an Honors student are 
reflected in the course load and level of literature and analysis. 
An honors student can expect an increase in the complexity 
and depth of written work as well as in the amount of reading. 
Students will consider the major themes of Society and Self 
and its many possible subdivisions such as class, mortality, love 
and hate, family, culture, and the imaginative spirit. Readings 
will at times be the same or similar to the English 10 course, 
but much of the time will deviate and become more complex 
and advanced. Texts will be selected from both the classical 
canon as well as contemporary selections in a variety of genres: 
short stories, non-fiction, poetry, drama, as well as several 
challenging novels While reading these texts students will 
expand their knowledge of literary devices and other technical 
elements. The goal of these theme-based genre readings is to 
understand how authors of different genres are able to address 
similar themes concerned with our human experience while 
maintaining distinct styles. Students will improve their analytical 
thinking and writing skills while reading the selected literature, 
learning to analyze the text in close readings, to compare and 
contrast, as well as contextualizing the work in both a historical 
and a contemporary format. Ultimately, the students will be 
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English 10 Honors (cont’d)

English 11
English 11 focuses on American literature, the curriculum being 
aligned to the U.S. History curriculum, literary techniques, and 
the fundamentals of composition and language usage. Students 
explore the fundamental themes of American culture through 
literary and historical readings. The goals of this course are for 
students to develop critical reading and thinking skills; to improve 
their writing process techniques; to participate productively in 
class discussions and activities; to increase their vocabulary; and 
to improve their study skills. In addition to the all-school required 
book, students taking English 11 must read one novel from the 
summer reading list. The list is compiled of American novels, 
many of which have been awarded the Pulitzer Prize for literature, 
and all of which have an historical significance. During the spring 
semester, students prepare a research project. Although there 
are many subject choices, the aim is to teach students how to 
find and evaluate information, and how to manage problems of 
organization and expression in a longer paper whose material 
has come from many sources. The projects are also presented 
orally. Course work starts with a study of American short stories, 
and continues with detailed analysis of The Crucible, Narrative 
of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Huckleberry Finn, and The 
Great Gatsby. These major works are supplemented by the 
study of poetry and expository prose with emphasis on the 
works of Thoreau, Emerson, Whitman and many modern poets. 
Discussion often relates to the environmental issues presented in 
many of the literary works, especially Walden and several of the 
expository essays.
Prerequisites: English 10

Textbooks and Reading List:
• The Crucible, by Arthur Miller

able to apply their reading to their own lives in some fashion 
and carry their analytical and writing skills into other areas of 
their academic lives. In addition to the written work and essays, 
students will grow their vocabulary, improve their citation skills, 
and have opportunities to work in groups, utilize multimedia, 
and participate in class discussions. Skills that were acquired 
during English 9 will be improved and built upon so as to ready 
students for the next academic step beyond English 10 Honors, 
most often an AP language or literature course.
Prerequisite: English 9, plus a letter of recommendation from 
the English 9 teacher.

Textbooks and Reading List:
• Brave New World, by Aldous Huxley
• The Haunting of Hill House, by Shirley Jackson
• The Importance of Being Earnest, by Oscar Wilde
• Twelfth Night, by William Shakespeare
• The Norton Introduction to Literature, by Kelly J. Mays
• Vocabulary from Latin and Greek Roots, Book 4, by 
Elizabeth Osborne

• The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain
• The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald
• Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, by Frederick 
Douglass
• 101 Great American Poems
• Research Paper Procedure, by Amy M. Kleppner & Cynthia 
Skelton

AP Language & Composition
The AP English Language and Composition class focuses on 
American literature, the curriculum being aligned to the U.S. 
History curriculum, literary techniques, and the fundamentals 
of composition and language usage. The class is designed 
to prepare students for the spring AP exam while exploring 
the fundamental themes in American literature through 
literary and historical readings. The goals of this course are 
for students to develop critical reading and thinking skills; 
to improve their writing process techniques; to participate 
productively in class discussions and activities; to increase their 
vocabulary; and to improve their study skills. In addition to the 
all-school required book, students taking this class must read 
two novels from the summer reading list. The list is compiled 
of American novels, many of which have been awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize for literature, and all of which have an historical 
significance. Students prepare two research projects during 
the year, one each semester. Although there are many subject 
choices, the aim is to teach students how to find and evaluate 
information, and how to manage problems of organization 
and expression in a longer paper whose material has come 
from many sources. The projects are also presented orally. 
Following the spring AP exam, students focus on writing 
college essays. Course work starts with a study of American 
short stories, and continues with detailed analysis of a range 
of literary works, including The Crucible, Narrative of the 
Life of Frederick Douglass, Huckleberry Finn, and The Great 
Gatsby. These works are supplemented by the study of poetry 
and expository prose with emphasis on the works of Thoreau, 
Emerson, Whitman and many modern poets. Discussion 
often relates to the environmental issues presented in many 
of the literary works, especially Walden and several of the AP 
practice tests.
Prerequisites: English 10 Honors or English 10, plus a letter 
of recommendation from English 10 teacher. Acceptance 
based upon department approval.

Textbooks and Reading List:
• The Crucible, by Arthur Miller
• The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain
• The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald
• Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, by Frederick 
Douglass
• 101 Great American Poems
• Research Paper Procedure, by Amy M. Kleppner & Cynthia 
Skelton
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English 12
English 12 covers a wide range of literature that prepares 
students for the college reading and writing experience. 
The course tackles the serious issues of race, death, family, 
violence, social pressure, and politics. Students learn to 
express opinions clearly and back them up with facts, and 
they concentrate on improving structure and style and 
utilize the revision process for all written assignments. They 
also make oral presentations, keep reading journals, master 
literary terminology, and incorporate technology into the 
study of language. All students must dig beneath the surface 
to find not what the author does but how he does it. Students 
are encouraged to take intellectual risks and to appreciate 
language. Reading portfolios are used to compile valuable 
details during the reading experience. Students must 
independently track their work and submit the materials on 
test days. This mimics the collegiate setting and helps foster 
independent management and meeting deadlines. Students 
also work together in teams to prepare for tests and keep 
Google docs so they can share information. Collaboration 
builds spirit and offers students who are not as vocal to share 
their opinions and information. Throughout the year students 
also study film and music to sharpen critical thinking skills 
and test visual literacy skills. Each student must come to class 
prepared to explore, explain and clarify their experience. 
We also have creative projects where students bring the 
literature to life through art and technology. Many discussions 
gravitate toward real world issues and solutions. It’s not about 
remembering the details of a novel when they turn 30, it’s 
more about learning empathy, compassion, and awareness of 
the human condition.
Prerequisites: English 11

Reading List:
• Othello, by William Shakespeare
• Old School, by Tobias Wolff
• Waiting for Godot, by Samuel Beckett
• Sula, by Toni Morrison
• The Road, by Cormac McCarthy
• Stories for Nighttime & Some for the Day, by Ben Loory

AP English Literature
AP English is a college-level, intensive study of literature, 
emphasizing the terminology and analytical strategies used 
on the Advanced Placement Literature and Composition test 
administered in May. Students are required to read deeply 
with an eye to understanding themes that arise in a work as 
well as how those themes are developed. Students prepare 
for multiple choice and essay sections of the Advanced 
Placement test. They also become adept at expressing their 
ideas quickly, thoroughly, and concretely in essays of varying 
lengths, develop confidence reading and understanding 
complex texts, and gain competence and facility placing 

literary works within their historical and philosophical contexts. 
In addition to course work, AP students act as mentors for 
younger OVS students. A mentor meets with his/her assigned 
student weekly and provides tutoring, organizational and 
academic support throughout the year.
Prerequisites: English 11 Honors or English 11, plus a letter of 
recommendation from English 11 teacher. Acceptance based 
upon department approval.

Textbooks and Reading List:
• Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley
• Ceremony, by Leslie Marmon Silko
• Norton Anthology of English Literature: Major Authors 9th 
edition, by W. W. Norton & Co
• Essential Literary Terms, 2nd edition, by Sharon Hamilton
• Cracking the AP Literature and Composition Exam, 2018 
edition, Princeton Review

Journalism
Journalism students undertake a broad range of media 
studies that provide a comprehensive understanding of 
the powers and responsibilities of the press, and its role in 
maintaining a democratic society. Students explore, from 
a historical perspective, the role of the press in founding 
and shaping our nation, and they come to understand how 
that role has changed as the country has developed. They 
delve into the practical aspects of the profession, including 
communication theory, and the ethical, legal and economic 
issues involved in contemporary American journalism. 
Students also examine the changing nature of today’s media 
as government watchdog and the expanding role of the 
Internet in gathering, analyzing and delivering news. Student-
journalists are curious about people, cultures and science; 
about how political and economic systems work and do not 
work. They are critical thinkers who know how to observe, 
listen and ask questions. They are skilled writers, editors 
and visual communicators. To that end, written assignments 
– which include weekly blogging, stories for the student 
newspaper and its companion website, and a range of other 
publications – are geared toward sharpening students’ skills in 
interviewing, writing, organization, and information analysis.

Advanced Journalism
Building on skills they learned in the introductory journalism 
course, students in Advanced Journalism delve deeply into 
the practical and theoretical aspects of journalism. Students 
participate in an advanced course of research, writing, 
and editing for journalistic publications and other media, 
including websites, blogs and online newspapers. However, 
the emphasis of this course is to take students well beyond 
the practice of journalism, immersing them in an in-depth 
study of the various facets of journalism theory. This 11th- and 
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12th- grade course is open to students who excelled in the 
introductory journalism course and who wish to continue to 
learn about and develop confidence in writing for 21st century 
journalistic media. The quantity and quality of writing in this 
course will be commensurate with that expected in upper-
division honors English courses; the reflection, peer editing, 
and revision will be as rigorous, or more rigorous, than what 
is expected in other language arts class, and the final editing 
will be dictated by professional production values. Writing 
for this course seeks to meet the standards of professional 
publications in accuracy, clarity and proofreading.
Prerequisites: Journalism

Advanced ESL Reading
Advanced ESL reading drives students to grow and demonstrate 
their reading comprehension through speaking exercises such 
as formal and informal speeches, presentations, recitations, 
debates, and discussion. Readings will arise from traditional 
literature, current events, relevant non-fiction, and documentary 
videos and films.  The course will also draw on academic 
content from other subject areas, giving students experience 
with subject-specific vocabulary as well as reading and speaking 
strategies that are essential to the classroom. Rounding out their 
preparation for continued study in mainstream classes, students 
will practice pronunciation, listening, and articulation as 
preparation to participate actively in classes and the English-
speaking school community with confidence.

Advanced ESL Writing
Advanced ESL Writing promotes written fluency, precision, 
and correctness. Most assignments are composed in class and 
based on specific visual and conceptual prompts so students 
can get down to the business of writing without spending too 
much time wondering what to write about. As students write 
and edit, they work to improve grammatical trouble spots that 
are typical in ESL writers. Writing skills are directed at academic-
themed papers that require students to learn and practice 
summary, paraphrase, direct quote, and documentation. 
Students learn the basics of building a thesis, review and 
practice the foundations of English grammar, and sharpen their 
research skills through the use of summary, paraphrase, direct 
quotation, in-text citations, and works cited documentation.

Expository Writing
The goal for the Expository Writing Class is to develop the 
ability to write correctly in English. Students write on a daily 
basis in class and for homework with individual attention 
from the instructor. Work begins with short assignments and 
progresses to longer expository compositions. Students learn 
to write essays that inform, persuade, entertain, argue, and 
document. Essay types include analogy, cause and effect, 
classification, comparison and contrast, definition, description, 
narration, process, and analysis. Research papers focus on the 
use of citations and avoidance of plagiarism as well as the 
means of finding information. In order to write well, students 
need to master English language-usage, so they also study 
grammar, punctuation, and usage concerns as needed.

Advanced Journalism (cont’d)
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FINE ARTS

Drawing
This is an introductory course that presents drawing through 
representation from direct observation. It focuses on the 
development of observational skills and drawing techniques, 
employing a wide range of drawing media and subject 
matter. Drawing is fundamentally about learning to see and 
transporting that vision onto paper through a variety of 
mark-making techniques. Students learn to visually perceive, 
analyze, and interpret visual information through the act of 
drawing. The course covers contour lines as a conveyor of 
form, negative and positive space, how to create value using 
tones and colors, linear perspective, and face and figure 
proportions. The Elements of Art and Principles of Design 
serve as a basis for composition and complement each of the 
subjects covered in class. Through the practical experience 
of drawing this class helps students build a foundation that 
allows them to pursue and develop a more advanced interest 
in the arts. Students are given an opportunity to show their 
work during the year and during the annual art show.

Ceramics I
Students learn about ceramics from an historical perspective. 
They learn different techniques of making pottery, as well 
as develop their own decorating styles. Included is the 
importance of safety and health while working in the ceramic 
classroom. At the beginning of the year students learn the 
different hand-building techniques. The firing techniques are 
introduced, beginning with a primitive pit firing. Students are 
presented with a decorating technique with each new project. 
Throughout the year terms and vocabulary are introduced 
which students are tested on at the end of the 1st quarter, at 
semester, and at the end of the year by written exam. At the 
beginning of the 2nd quarter each student is introduced to 
the electric wheel. Because students learn in a variety of ways, 
the techniques and terms are introduced in a variety of ways, 
through reading materials, demonstrations, and videos. The 
students are assigned research projects and are asked to keep 
a journal with sketches. Lectures are kept to a minimum, but 
there is always a conversation going on regarding vocabulary 
while the students are working on their projects.

Ceramics II
Ceramics II students learn about ceramics from an historical 
perspective researching well-known artists past and present 
and comparing the artists’ body of work. Students begin the 
year practicing their skills and improve those skills throughout 
the year. They also begin to take on responsibilities to 
maintain the studio and work with first-year students. At the 
beginning of the year, students practice on the electric wheel, 

reacquainting themselves with the properties of clay. They 
learn and practice new decorating techniques, and practice 
altering skills. As the year progresses, each project becomes 
more challenging, including handles, sprigging, and original 
decorations. Because students learn in a variety of ways, the 
techniques and terms are introduced in a variety of ways, 
through reading materials, demonstrations, and videos. The 
students are assigned research projects and are asked to keep 
a journal with sketches. Lectures are kept to a minimum, but 
there is always a conversation going on regarding vocabulary 
while the students are working on their projects.
Prerequisites: Ceramics I

Media and Digital Design
Media and Digital Design is a year-long course open to 
students in grades 9 through 12. The course emphasizes 
the field of digital studies and graphic design. Using Adobe 
Creative Cloud, Adobe Photoshop, Adobe InDesign, Adobe 
Illustrator, iMovie, Garage Band, and Adobe Dreamweaver 
as a platform for creative communication, students will have 
the opportunity to create a comprehensive digital portfolio. 
This will include: Photographic images, page layout and 
design, video production and editing, animations, graphic 
art, product branding, and website design. Students gain 
experience using industry-leading software as an artistic 
tool to bring their visions to life. Students build skills in pre-
production, production, and post-production tasks. Students 
will also study business-related media and digital design, 
focusing on graphic design and production. Techniques 
studied and applied include advertising, business managing, 
journalistic writing, layout and design, desktop publishing, 
digital photography, and photo editing skills. In addition to 
studying design elements and principles, assignments will 
include responses to historical, philosophical and cultural 
prompts and allow students to learn to use art vocabulary in 
verbal and written analysis and in descriptions of their work 
and the work of their peers. Throughout the course, students 
will discuss the philosophical, cultural, and historical place of 
art in society by studying both contemporary and historical 
graphic artists and their impact on society and the art and 
business world. Those students interested in pursuing a career 
in media design will create a usable portfolio, showcasing 
their work from this course. All students will select and present 
a piece they created during this course to be displayed at 
the school’s Festival of Talent. The course will be of interest 
to students hoping to explore Art, Design, Graphic Design, 
Photography, Film, or Animation.
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Music History
Music History is an overview of western music beginning with 
Gregorian chant and continuing through contemporary music. 
Daily listening enhances the lecture/discussion format of the 
class. Although the main focus of the course is composers and 
their works, students explore the social, political, literary and 
artistic figures and works of the time.

Textbook:
• Music: An Appreciation, 10th Edition, by Roger Kamien

Foundations of Voice
Foundations of Voice is a junior/senior-level course for students 
who love to sing, and who demonstrate above average talent. 
The course provides them with an opportunity to sing in a 
small group with close harmonies and gives them many solo 
opportunities. Topics covered in lecture include how singing 
is produced in the body, breathing, posture, diction, belting, 
preparing a song, confronting fear, and the fundamentals 
of playing piano. Basic music theory and composition are 
stressed. The course culminates in a recital the evening before 
graduation, which includes each student singing a classical 
piece in a second language and another solo of his or her 
choosing.
Prerequisites: Demonstration of ability and department 
approval.

Textbooks:
• Singing For Dummies, 2nd edition, 2011 by Pamelia S. 
Phillips
• Essentials of Music Theory, 1st Edition, by Andrew 
Surmani, Karen Farnum Surmani, and Morton Manus

Music Theory & Composition
Students learn to recognize and understand the basic 
materials of music – including melody, harmony, rhythm, 
dynamics, texture and form. Students develop their skills 
through listening, dictation, sight-singing, harmonic analysis, 
and composition. Each student learns basic keyboard 
proficiency including scales, chords and arpeggios. In addition 
to daily written assignments, sight-singing, and dictation, 
students complete a series of compositions throughout the 
year. Students become familiar with a wide variety of music 
software to aid in learning and composition, including 
Sibelius, Auralia and a broad range of synthesizers and music 
recording software.

Textbook:
• Essentials of Music Theory, 1st Edition, by Andrew 
Surmani, Karen Farnum Surmani, and Morton Manus

AP Drawing
The AP Drawing course presents an inquiry-based 
approach to learning about making and designing art. The 
course framework is composed of course skills, big ideas, 
essential questions and enduring understandings, learning 
objectives, and essential knowledge statements. Students are 
expected to conduct an in-depth, sustained investigation of 
materials, processes, and ideas that demonstrates practice, 
experimentation, and revision guided by questions. At the 
start of the school year, students decided on the concept, 
subject, and medium of their sustained investigation. Over 
the course of the school year, there are due dates that are set 
every two weeks, and students create a portfolio of work that 
shows the development of their process and skills within their 
sustained investigation. Students must produce a minimum 
of 15 pieces of artwork that directly relates to their sustained 
investigation with a written explanation for each piece of 

Photography
In this class, students learn the basics of photography: 
exposure, lighting, focus, depth of field, shutter speed, 
and more. They will develop digital image processing and 
manipulation skills on the computer using Adobe Photoshop 
and Lightroom. Weekly assignments support/reinforce topics 
covered in class. Students learn how to discuss and view their 
own, as well as other students’ work critically. Students will 
compile a portfolio of their work and pieces by each of the 
students will be displayed on campus and online.
Prerequisites: No prior knowledge of cameras, computers, or 
Adobe Photoshop is necessary.  However, each student must 
have his or her own digital camera.

Advanced Studio Art
Advanced Studio Art introduces the concepts and processes 
of studio art through exposure to two and three-dimensional 
design. Students will explore different materials and 
techniques in the media of drawing, painting, printmaking, 
scratchboard, collage/mixed media, and sculpture. The 
purpose of this course is to teach students how to produce 
thoughtful artwork through conceptual investigation that has 
both content and creativity. Visual representation of ideas can 
be the key to successful comprehension and implementation 
of plans. Students have the opportunity to express their 
individual talents by completing a variety of unique and 
challenging projects. Creativity and work made from direct 
observation are encouraged. Assignments will emphasize 
design, craftsmanship, composition, and creativity. The work 
ethic and focus developed through sustained observation, 
problem-solving and creativity in this class will serve a student 
in almost every other area of their life.
Prerequisites: Drawing
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artwork on the use of medium and process. During the first 
weeks of May, students submit their portfolio to the College 
Board and the readers evaluate the portfolio, and a high 
score on the evaluation may be accepted for college credit, 
depending on the policies of the specific institution to which 
they are applying. The course focuses on concepts of skills 
emphasized within collage art and helps students become 
inquisitive, thoughtful artists and designers who are able to 
articulate information about their work.
Prerequisites: Drawing and department approval.

AP 2-D Art and Design
This course presents an inquiry-based approach to learning 
about making and designing art. The course framework is 
composed of course skills, big ideas, essential questions and 
enduring understandings, learning objectives, and essential 
knowledge statements. Students are expected to conduct 
an in-depth, sustained investigation of materials, processes, 
and ideas that demonstrates practice, experimentation, and 
revision guided by questions. At the start of the school year, 
students decided on the concept, subject, and medium of 
their sustained investigation. Over the course of the school 
year, there are due dates that are set every two weeks, and 
students create a portfolio of work that shows the development 
of their process and skills within their sustained investigation. 
Students must produce a minimum of 15 pieces of artwork 
that directly relates to their sustained investigation with a 
written explanation for each piece of artwork on the use of 
medium and process. During the first weeks of May, students 
submit their portfolio to the College Board and the readers 
evaluate the portfolio, and a high score on the evaluation may 
be accepted for college credit, depending on the policies of 
the specific institution to which they are applying. The course 
focuses on concepts of skills emphasized within collage art 
and helps students become inquisitive, thoughtful artists and 
designers who are able to articulate information about their 
work.
Prerequisites: Drawing 1, Advanced Studio Art, and 
department approval.

AP 3-D Art and Design
The AP 3-D Art and Design course presents an inquiry-based 
approach to learning about making and designing art. The 
course framework is composed of course skills, big ideas, 
essential questions and enduring understandings, learning 
objectives, and essential knowledge statements. Students are 
expected to conduct an in-depth, sustained investigation of 
materials, processes, and ideas that demonstrates practice, 
experimentation, and revision guided by questions. At the 
start of the school year, students decided on the concept, 
subject, and medium of their sustained investigation. Over 
the course of the school year, there are due dates that are set 
every two weeks, and students create a portfolio of work that 
shows the development of their process and skills within their 
sustained investigation. Students must produce a minimum 
of 15 pieces of artwork that directly relates to their sustained 
investigation with a written explanation for each piece of 
artwork on the use of medium and process. During the first 
weeks of May, students submit their portfolio to the College 
Board and the readers evaluate the portfolio, and a high 
score on the evaluation may be accepted for college credit, 
depending on the policies of the specific institution to which 
they are applying. The course focuses on concepts of skills 
emphasized within collage art and helps students become 
inquisitive, thoughtful artists and designers who are able to 
articulate information about their work.
Prerequisites: Drawing, Advanced Studio Art, and department 
approval.

AP 2-D Art and Design 
(Photography)

This AP course is for the serious photography student who is 
highly self-motivated and committed to improving their skills 
and building a superior portfolio. This course is a yearlong, 
college level exploration of the principles of design as 
expressed through digital photography. AP work demands 
significantly more time and accomplishment than the typical 
high school course. AP Photography is not a course based on 
a written examination; instead students will create a portfolio 
for submission to the College Board in early May. Students 

will ultimately demonstrate their skills through a portfolio 
of photographs that shows the quality and breadth of their 
work as well as a planned investigation of an idea, known as 
the “Concentration,” of personal interest. The AP Portfolio 
requires students to show imaginative skill and a broad 
mastery of visual design concerns and approaches. Students 
will submit in digital format 15 of their best images, in addition 
to 5 printed images of their choosing.
Prerequisites: Photography with grade of B+ or higher and 
department approval. Each student must own his or her own 
digital camera.
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Video Production is a year-long Visual Art course. This course 
is designed for the study and practice of the basic elements 
of video production and broadcast journalism. It will explore 
film production, theory and history. Lessons begin with video 
camera equipment and computer editing basics, building to 
include storyboarding, script writing, and advanced editing. 
Opportunities exist in advanced camera work, video mixing of 
multi-camera field and studio productions, sound production, 
voice-over work, etc. Students who have their own cameras 
and laptops will be encouraged to use them for shooting and 
editing projects. The Adobe software suite will be provided 
to those interested for editing. This is primarily a project-
based course, expect hands-on learning to acquire new 
skills. Students will work alone and in collaborative teams to 
produce projects using cameras, while learning the basics of 
studio and field production, lighting and sound. Throughout 
the year, students will create multiple projects to meet 
course objectives, including, but not limited to: a silent film, 
commercial, public service announcement, news reports and 
a short film. This entry-level course assumes no previous film 
or broadcast experience or training. The emphasis is visual 
storytelling using current technology. It will motivate learning 
through a challenging and engaging curriculum.

Classroom Materials:
• LaCie Rugged Mini 1TB External Hard Drive (for storing 
video and projects on).

Video Production
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French I
This introductory French course will prepare students to 
communicate with confidence in the present and immediate 
future tenses. Students who choose to pursue French will 
embark on a study of the language as well as the rich cultures 
of the French-speaking world. In this course, students learn 
the basic grammar, syntax and vocabulary while reading, 
writing, listening and speaking the language. Themes include 
home, family, clothing, food, activities and traveling. Students 
are provided with a wide variety of formats for expression, 
ranging from class discussions and small group work to the 
creation of an electronic portfolio and video production. 
Only French is spoken in class from the very first day. This 
way, students quickly develop their oral skills. Participation 
is essential to learn a language, therefore we create a safe 
environment to explore and take risks together.

Textbooks:
• D’accord! 1 Textbook, 2019, by Vista Higher Learning
• D’accord! 1 Workbook, 2019, by Vista Higher Learning

French II
This second French course will prepare students to 
communicate with confidence in the present, future, 
imperfect and passé composé tenses. In this course, students 
learn grammar, syntax and vocabulary while reading, writing, 
listening and speaking the language. Emphasis is placed on 
communicating with authenticity and native-like pronunciation. 
Students read and retell stories, as well as create their own. 
They read their first novella: Le Petit Prince, and create an 
electronic portfolio, which helps them self-assess their own 
learning. Students continue to explore the rich cultures of the 
French speaking world by reading articles on current events 
and watching cultural videos. Only French is spoken in class 
at all time.
Prerequisites: French I

Textbooks:
• D’accord! 2 Textbook, 2019, by Vista Higher Learning
• D’accord! 2 Workbook, 2019, by Vista Higher Learning
• Le Petit Prince (French Language Version), by d’Antoine de 
Saint-Exupery

French III
French III further solidifies students’ understanding of the 
French language through conversing and writing in the 
present, past, and future tenses with increasing accuracy. 
Emphasis is placed on the understanding of more complex 
language structure using both the present and the past 
subjunctive, hypothetical phrases, and perfect tenses. While 
students continue to speak French in every class, they also 

Spanish I
This introductory Spanish course will prepare students for 
communicating on a basic level in the target language. 
Reading, writing, speaking and listening are all emphasized. 
Students will learn the basics of Spanish grammar, verb 
conjugation, and build a large vocabulary of Spanish words. 
Themes include home, family, clothing, food, and health. We 
will also study the cultures of Spanish speaking countries and 
foster interest in world travel and global connections. Students 
will consider the theme of sustainability as they present 
information about people from impoverished countries and 
discover how difficult it can be to access food and clean water. 
A variety of popular songs in Spanish will be sampled and 
interpreted as a means of strengthening understanding of the 
language. As the course progresses students will be expected 
to collaborate in small group presentations and to actively 
practice the use of Spanish in the classroom.

Textbooks:
• Descubre 1 Textbook 3rd Edition Level 1, 2017, Vista 
Higher Learning
• Descubre 1 Cuaderno de Práctica, 2017, Vista Higher 
Learning
• All Spanish students must have a subscription to the 
immersion website spanish.yabla.com

Spanish II
Spanish II builds on a fundamental knowledge of the Spanish 
language and the cultures of Spanish-speaking countries. 
The curriculum emphasizes effective communication skills. 
Students expand their vocabulary by speaking Spanish in 
every class, doing short oral presentations, and by taking 
regular written and oral examinations. Emphasis is placed 
on conversing, reading, and writing in the simple present, 
past, and future tenses. Students continue to explore cultural 
viewpoints and history of the Spanish-speaking world by 
watching videos, doing readings both in and out of the text 
and having discussions. In addition to the textbook, the 
instructor introduces many supplemental materials including 
music, film, and current events.

give frequent oral presentations, take written and oral 
examinations, and read from a variety of sources and texts. 
Students continue to expand their cultural viewpoint of the 
French-speaking world, by creating videos and research 
projects designed to teach the history and cultural tradition of 
the French-speaking world.
Prerequisites: French I, French II

Textbooks:
• D’accord! 3 Textbook, 2019, by Vista Higher Learning
• D’accord! 3 Workbook, 2019, by Vista Higher Learning
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AP Spanish
AP Spanish Language and Culture is an advanced course 
that emphasizes the use of Spanish for active communication 
and also prepares students for the Advanced Placement 
examination in May. The course focuses on the five essential 
themes of AP Spanish: Global Challenges, Beauty and 
Aesthetics, Families and Communities, Personal and Public 
Identities, Contemporary Life, and Science and Technology. 
Students will explore each theme through written, audio and 
video resources, acquire new vocabulary, and practice writing 
and speaking formally and informally. Topics in advanced 
grammar will also be covered. Students will be expected to 
make short presentations in Spanish based on themes such 
as sustainability and travel. Each student completes a major 
project in lieu of taking a final exam.
Prerequisites: Spanish I, II, III, or IV, and department approval

Textbooks:
• Temas Textbook, Vista Higher Learning
• AP Spanish Language and Culture Exam Preparation, Vista 
Higher Learning
• All Spanish students must have a subscription to the 
immersion website spanish.yabla.com

Spanish IV
In Spanish IV, students will deepen their interest and love for 
the acquisition of the Spanish language. The teacher and 
students speak in Spanish at all times in order to ensure that 
every opportunity is allowed for students to improve their 
listening and speaking skills. Focus is placed on vocabulary 
expansion, mastery of advanced grammar, and reading 
comprehension through the study of various themes including 
work, economics, leisure, health, and history. One or more 
short novels will be read and analyzed in Spanish. Students 
will also consider the theme of sustainability as they present 
information about people from impoverished countries and 
discover how difficult it can be to access food and clean water. 
Cultural topics presented in the textbook are supplemented 
with a variety of activities including essay development, 
songwriting, and food preparation.
Prerequisites: Spanish I, II, and III

Textbooks:
• Descubre 4 Textbook, 2014, Vista Higher Learning
• Descubre 4 Workbook, 2014, Vista Higher Learning
• All Spanish students must have a subscription to the 
immersion website spanish.yabla.com

Spanish III
Spanish III further solidifies students’ understanding of the 
Spanish language through conversing and writing in the 
present, past, and future tenses with increasing accuracy. 
Emphasis is placed on the understanding of more complex 
language structure using both the present and the past 
subjunctive, hypothetical phrases, and perfect tenses. While 
students continue to speak Spanish in every class, they 
also give frequent oral presentations, take written and oral 
examinations, and read from a variety of sources and texts. 
Students continue to expand their cultural viewpoint of the 
Spanish-speaking world, by creating videos and research 
projects designed to teach the history and cultural traditions 
of the Spanish-speaking world.
Prerequisites: Spanish I, Spanish II

Textbooks:
• Descubre 3 Cuaderno de Práctica, 2017, Vista Higher 
Learning
• All Spanish students must have a subscription to the 
immersion website spanish.yabla.com

Spanish III Honors
Spanish III further solidifies students’ understanding of the 
Spanish language through conversing and writing in the 
present, past, and future tenses with increasing accuracy. 
The honors course moves at a faster pace and works to 
prepare students for AP Spanish. They will read authentic 
literature and write analytical pieces from both the literature 
and filmEmphasis is placed on the understanding of more 
complex language structure using both the present and the 
past subjunctive, hypothetical phrases, and perfect tenses. 
While students continue to speak Spanish in every class, they 
also give frequent oral presentations, take written and oral 
examinations, and read from a variety of sources and texts. 
Students continue to expand their cultural viewpoint of the 
Spanish-speaking world, by creating videos and research 
projects designed to teach the history and cultural traditions 
of the Spanish-speaking world.
Prerequisites: Spanish II and department approval.

Textbooks:
• Descubre 3 Textbook, 2014, Vista Higher Learning

Prerequisites: Spanish I
Textbooks:

• Descubre 2 Textbook, 2014, Vista Higher Learning
• Descubre 2 Workbook, 2014,Vista Higher Learning
• All Spanish students must have a subscription to the 
immersion website spanish.yabla.com

Spanish II (cont’d) • Descubre 3 Workbook, 2014, Vista Higher Learning
• Albúm: Cuentos del Mundo Hispánico, 4th Edition, 2014
• All Spanish students must have a subscription to the 
immersion website spanish.yabla.com
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Online World Languages
Ojai Valley School partners with Laurel Springs School, and 
other accredited online programs, to provide high school 
students the opportunity to take world languages such 
as Mandarin, German, Italian, and Latin (all through level 
2) in a blended learning environment. Students are given 
independent study time, resources, and academic support 
during their regular OVS schedule to take world language 
online classes. The course of study introduces students 
to the language while developing fundamental listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills. Contact Laurel Colborn, 
Assistant Head of School for Academics Affairs, for additional 
information. Please be advised there are additional fees may 
be associated with these online classes.
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Algebra II
This course continues the development of algebraic skills 
and prepares students for pre-Calculus. The course will focus 
on extending students’ knowledge of Algebra I topics and 
developing their understanding of new topics including 
but not limited to linear equations & inequalities, graphing, 
rational expressions, functions, quadratic equations, 
logarithmic equations, and exponential equations. The goals 
and objectives of Algebra II are to develop a higher level 
of confidence and competence in mathematical problem 
solving, to extend understanding of sophisticated algebraic 
concepts, to learn to work collaboratively, to demonstrate 
understanding of mathematical concepts through written & 
verbal communications, to learn effective use of advanced 
algebraic techniques to solve problems and appropriate 
use of the calculator and other technology in mathematical 
problem solving. Students will also explore an introduction to 
trigonometry.
Prerequisites: Algebra I

Textbook and Class Materials:
• Pearson Mathematics: Algebra 2
• Students are also required to have a TI84+CE graphing 
calculator.

Math IV: Math Analysis 
– Pre-Calculus

Math IV is a year-long course that bridges Algebra II and 
Calculus. Many of the topics are familiar, but the presentation 
tends to be more conceptual and less procedural than is the 
case with Algebra II. After completing this course, students 
will be prepared to take AP Calculus or AP Statistics. We 
cover traditional topics (polynomial functions, exponential 
functions, and trigonometric functions) while developing more 
generalized skills that will apply to any course: the ability to view 

at least increase enjoyment!) develop a higher level of 
confidence and competence in problem solving, solidify 
understanding of basic algebraic concepts, develop an 
understanding of more sophisticated algebraic concepts, 
extend and increase knowledge of geometry, and 
develop an understanding of basic statistics. Students 
are encouraged to work collaboratively, demonstrate 
understanding of mathematical concepts through written 
and verbal communications, and learn appropriate use of  
calculator and other technology in mathematical problem 
solving.
Prerequisites: Algebra I

Textbook and Class Materials:
• Algebra 2 with Trigonometry, by Smith, et al
• Students are also required to have a TI84+CE graphing 
calculator.

Intermediate Algebra
Designed for students who have struggled with mathematics, 
Intermediate Algebra covers the same material as Algebra II 
but moves at a slower pace. The class enables students to 
use mathematics as a tool in active learning situations and 
provides opportunities for exploration, investigation, and 
reasoning. Some of the topics covered are linear equations and  
inequalities, graphing, functions, quadratic equations, 
logarithmic equations, exponential equations, geometry, 
number patterns, and data analysis. The goals and 
objectives of the course are to develop a love of math (or 

Algebra 1
This first-year course provides a solid foundation in 
Algebraic skills and concepts, and lays the groundwork for 
more advanced math classes in the curriculum. The course 
emphasizes fundamental properties of real numbers, 
solving linear equations and inequalities, and multiplying 
and factoring polynomials. Topics also include systems of 
equations, absolute values and quadratic functions. Teaching 
emphasizes concepts that allow students to approach 
problems in a variety of ways.

Textbook:
• Algebra 1 Foundation Series, 11th Edition

Geometry
Geometry is a one-year college prep course that is designed 
to develop students’ understanding of geometric concepts 
by emphasizing and integrating logical reasoning and 
spatial visualization skills. It is a course wherein deductive 
reasoning is the basis of understanding. All instruction is 
designed to actively engage the students and the course 
promotes understanding, as opposed to rote memorization. 
Consequently, class dialogue is an integral part of the teaching 
and learning process. The geometry course will focus on the 
following topics: points, lines, planes, and angles, deductive 
reasoning, parallel lines and planes, congruent triangles, 
quadrilaterals, similar polygons, right triangles, circles, areas 
of plane figures, areas and volumes of solids, and coordinates. 
The goals of the geometry course are to teach students the 
value of mathematics, to reason mathematically, to think 
analytically, to be problem solvers, to work independently 
and also in groups, to practice communication skills, and to 
prepare for subsequent math courses.
Prerequisites: Algebra I

Textbook and Class Materials:
• Holt Geometry for California, by Burger, Chard, Hall, 
Kennedy, Leinwand, Renfro, Roby, Seymour, Waits, Holt, 
Rinehart, and Winston
• Students are also required to have a TI84+CE graphing 
calculator
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AP Statistics
The AP Statistics course is a college-level, introductory class 
which focuses on data analysis and how statistics applies to 
real world problems. The course focuses on four main themes: 
exploring data, sampling and experimentation, anticipating 
patterns, and statistical inference. Upon completing the 
course, students will know how to gather data, interpret the 
data and present the results in a rigorous manner. Relying 
heavily on graphing calculators and statistical software, 

AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus AB is a year-long class that is equivalent to one 
semester of college calculus. The course emphasizes that 
students be able to explain their work in a variety of ways. 
We will learn to express results orally, graphically, numerically, 
analytically, and verbally and be able to translate easily 
from one method to another. Communicating our results is 
one of the most important things we will practice. Students 
will write solutions to problems in complete sentences, as 
a complement to showing and explaining work. The main 

AP Calculus BC
AP Calculus BC is a year-long class that is equivalent to one-
semester of college calculus. The course emphasizes that 
students be able to explain their work in a variety of ways.  We 
will learn to express results orally, graphically, numerically, 
analytically, and verbally and be able to translate easily from 
one method to another.  Communicating our results is one 
of the most important things we will practice.  Students 
will write solutions to problems in complete sentences, 
as a complement to showing and explaining work. In AP 
Calculus BC, we will continue the work started in AP Calculus 
AB.  Using our knowledge of limits, derivatives, functions, 
and integration, we will continue to learn more techniques 
of integrations, many more applications of integration and 
differentiation, and then move on to infinite series.  We 
will also learn quite a bit about parametric equations, polar 
equations, and vectors.  We will continue to use the graphing 
calculator to help us explore these concepts.  We will cover all 
of the topics outlined by the College Board in preparation for 
the AP test.  It is expected that all students enrolled in the AP 
Calculus BC class will take the AP exam.
Prerequisites: Algebra I, Algebra II, Math IV, and department 
approval

Textbook and Class Materials:
• Calculus: Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic; 5th Edition by 
Finney, Demana, Waits, and Kennedy
• Students are also required to have a TI84+CE graphing 
calculator.

Honors Calculus
Open to students with a strong background in math, who have 
completed a course covering topics of Math IV (pre-calculus), 
the Honors Calculus course is a year-long class that covers 
essentially the same syllabus as Advanced Placement Calculus, 
but concepts are explored at non-collegiate level pace. The 
course emphasizes that students be able to explain their work 
in a variety of ways. Students will learn to express results orally, 
graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally and be able 
to translate easily from one method to another. Communicating 
results is one of the most important task students will practice. 
Students will write solutions to problems in complete 
sentences, as a complement to showing and explaining work. 
The main topics covered in Honors Calculus are functions, 
limits, differentiation, and integration. Each semester students 
will complete a multi-part comprehensive final, with multiple-
choice, short answer, and free response sections.  The second 
semester final will be cumulative, but second semester 
topics will be more heavily featured.  The first semester final 
will include the topics of limits and derivatives.  The second 
semester final will then include the applications of derivatives, 
integration, and applications of integration.
Prerequisites: Algebra 1, Algebra 2, Math IV, and department 
approval

Textbook and Class Materials:
• Calculus: Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic, 5th Edition by 
Finney, Demana, Waits, Kennedy, and Broussard
• Students are also required to have a TI84+CE graphing 
calculator.

a complex problem and see the simple structure, the ability 
to approach new notation and definitions and learn to apply 
them to new situations, and to learn to use efficient methods 
given a variety of options. Students will continue to grow in 
mathematical fluency, precision, perseverance, and reasoning.
Prerequisites: Algebra I & II

Textbook and Class Materials:
• PreCalculus: Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic; Eighth Edition 
by Demana, Waits, Foley, and Kennedy
• Students are also required to have a TI84+CE graphing 
calculator. 

topics we will cover in AP Calculus AB are functions, limits, 
differentiation, and integration. We will cover all of the topics 
outlined by the College Board in preparation for the AP 
test and then some extra topics after we take the test. It is 
expected that all students enrolled in the AP Calculus class 
will take the AP exam.
Prerequisites: Algebra I, Algebra II, Math IV, and department 
approval

Textbook and Class Materials:
• Calculus: Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic, 5th Edition by 
Finney, Demana, Waits, and Kennedy
• Students are also required to have a TI84+CE graphing 
calculator.
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Prerequisites: Students entering Computer Science I must have 
basic familiarity with computers and software applications, 
plus a curious spirit and a willingness to experiment and learn. 
Students entering Computer Science II must have completed 
Computer Science I, or have teacher approval.

Class Materials:
• Students will need a working computer with at least 100 GB 
of dedicated space for this class and a flash drive to transport 
digital files back and forth from computer to computer. We 
will be using many different software tools in the course; 
most of the software, like this course, is “open source,” which 
means it is free and available for anyone to download.

AP Computer Science A
The AP Computer Science A course is a year-long introductory 
course in computer science. The AP Computer Science 
A course introduces students to computer science with 
fundamental topics that include problem solving, design 
strategies and methodologies, organization of data (data 
structures), approaches to processing data (algorithms), 
analysis of potential solutions, and the ethical and social 
implications of computing.
Prerequisites: Students should have a basic understanding of 
English and algebra. A student in the AP Computer Science A 
course should be comfortable with functions and the concepts 
found in the uses of function notation.

Textbooks and Reading List:
• Java Methods: Object-Oriented Programming and Data 
Structures, 3rd Edition, by Maria Litvin
• Be Prepared for the AP Computer Science Exam in Java, 
7th Edition, by Maria Litvin

Functions and Statistics
This course is an introductory class to a first year college 
statistics course. Students will learn to gather data, interpret 
the data, and present their findings in a concise manner using 
real world problems. Focusing heavily on information students 
collect outside the classroom, the course will focus on four 
main themes: exploring data, sampling and experimentation, 
anticipating patterns, and statistical inference. This course will 
teach students how to use statistical software and graphing 
calculators to arrive at a solution efficiently. Some major 
topics to be covered in Functions and Statistics include: 
standard normal distributions, standardized scores (z-scores), 
and probability.
Prerequisites: Algebra I and II

Textbook and Class Materials:
• Classroom set provided.
• Students are also required to have a TI84+CE graphing 
calculator.

Computer Science I and II
Computer Science I is an introduction to Computer Science and 
is a one-semester course. Computer Science II is also a one-
semester course and is an introduction to Java programming. 
In Computer Science I, this course covers an introduction to 
computer science and software engineering for all students 
interested in developing software applications, not just using 
them. Through a project-oriented approach, students will 
explore a variety of programming systems and languages to 
create applications and systems. By collaborating in a hands-
on environment using their own computers, students will learn 
problem solving, software design, debugging strategies, and 
the foundations of computer science such as data structures, 
procedures, and algorithms. Students will work on projects 
in the areas of graphics and games, animation and art, 
electronics systems, and interactive fashion, all using open-
source software tools such as Scratch, Arduino, Processing, 
and Python. In Computer Science II, students will be 
introduced to Java Programming.

some major topics students explore include standard normal 
distributions, standardized scores (z-scores), modeling, and 
probability.  Students are well prepared for the AP Statistics 
exam.
Prerequisites: Math IV: Math Analysis

Textbook and Class Materials:
• The Practice of Statistics, 5th Edition, by Daren S. Starnes, 
Josh Tabor, Dan Yates, and David S. Moore
• Students are also required to have a TI84+CE graphing 
calculator.

AP Statistics (cont’d)
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Astronomy
Astronomy will look at the universe from a scientist’s 
perspective, including the history, tools and astronomical 
knowledge that has been collected up to today. Students 
will begin with a survey of the history of astronomy from a 
multicultural perspective, including astronomy as practiced by 
Chinese, Arabic, Mayan and European civilizations. Students 
will then explore the nature of matter and light, and the tools 
that astronomers use to observe the universe, including 
telescopes, spectrographs, and interferometry. From there, 
students will move outward in both time and space, studying 
our solar system, stars and stellar evolution, galaxies, and the 
evolution of our universe itself. The class will touch on basic 
principles of physics and chemistry and include guided and 
inquiry-based lab work. Participants will be required to attend 
at least two night-time observation sessions per semester, 
and will work on projects such as telescope engineering, star 
journals, stellar evolution charts, galaxy classification, and 
astrophotography.
Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry

Textbooks:
• Astronomy, 2016 Edition By Fraknoi, Morrison, and Wolff
• Lecture Tutorials for Introductory Astronomy, 3rd Edition 
By Prather, Timothy, Adams, and Brissenden

Conceptual Physics
Physics describes the world around us through the study 
of the relationship between energy and matter. It provides 
a framework for understanding many things we take for 
granted, such as why we don’t fly off the earth into space, how 
the molecules that make up our bodies stay together, how we 
see and hear, and how birds and airplanes can fly through the 
air. This physics course provides a basic overview of the study 
of motion and forces, heat and temperature, sound and light, 
electricity and magnetism, and modern physics. The course 
helps students think critically and analyze real-world data 
using demonstrations and lab activities. It requires a strong 
background in algebra and basic statistics, and will teach 
basic data acquisition and analysis using digital technology. 
Besides working collaboratively in lab groups, students will 
individually develop and carry out an 20%-Time project that 
draws on their science-related interests and uses the inquiry 
skills learned in this course to investigate a topic of their 
choice.
Prerequisites: Chemistry and Algebra I

Textbook:
• Conceptual Physics, 9th Edition, by Paul G. Hewitt

Biology
Students in this course develop an understanding of 
organisms and the structures, functions, and processes of 
the components that make up living things. This includes: 
cell structure and division, biochemistry, photosynthesis, 
cellular respiration, genetics, evolution, and human anatomy 
and physiology. A unit on taxonomy and aquatic ecosystems 
culminates in a field trip observing large marine mammals 
and exploring Pacific Ocean tide pools. Cooperative learning 
is achieved through collaborative group projects, traditional 
labs, and inquiry-based lab activities. Through each of these 
activities observational, analytical, and critical thinking skills 
are developed. Note taking and organization are stressed, 
and slide presentations, citations of sources, and public 
speaking are introduced and reinforced.

Textbook:
• Biology, by Kenneth R. Miller and Joseph S. Levine

Conceptual Chemistry
Conceptual Chemistry introduces students to traditional 
chemistry topics within the context of societal issues and 
real-world scenarios. The course will cover environmental 
concerns, water uses, chemical properties, energy, gases and 
radiation, and climate. Students gain problem-solving skills 
through an inquiry and problem-based curriculum. 
Prerequisites: Algebra I

Textbook:
• Experience Chemistry, Moore, Wysession and Lutes

Chemistry
Chemistry provides students with a foundation in laboratory 
science and develops their critical thinking and investigative 
skills to prepare them for advanced science course 
work. Students learn basic chemistry concepts with an 
emphasis on problem solving, experimental design, and 
applied mathematics. Topics covered include: scientific 
measurement, atomic structure, electrons in atoms, the 
periodic table, ionic and metallic bonding, covalent  
bonding, chemical names and formulas, chemical quantities 
and chemical reactions, moles and stoichiometry, properties 
of gases, oxidation and reduction, and more.
Prerequisites: Algebra I

Textbook:
• Pearson Chemistry, Pearson
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AP Biology
AP Biology is a fast-paced introductory college-level course in 
modern biology that prepares students for the AP examination. 
The course is based on four Big Ideas outlined by the College 
Board: Evolution, Energy Transformations, Information 
Transfer, and Ecological Interactions, which encompass the 
core scientific principles, theories and processes governing 
living organisms and biological systems. Through inquiry 
based lab investigations, students develop advanced inquiry 
and reasoning skills, such as designing a plan for collecting 
data, analyzing data, applying mathematical routines, and 
connecting concepts. Most of the labs develop collaborative 
learning, but a few will be completed independently. 
Examples of some of the labs are: bacterial transformation, 
fruit fly behavior, cellular respiration lab with a CO2 probe, and 
artificial selection using Wisconsin Fast Plants. Additionally, 
AP Biology students will read the book, The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks and tour a biotech company.
Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and department approval

Textbooks and Reading List:
• Campbell Biology in Focus, Hardcover 1st edition, by Urry, 
Cain, Wasserman, Monorsky, and Jackson
• Cliffsnotes “AP Biology,” by Phillip E. Pack
• The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca Skloot

AP Physics 1
AP Physics 1 focuses on the big ideas typically included 
in the first semester of an algebra-based, introductory 
college-level physics sequence and provides students with 
enduring understandings to support advanced course work 
in the sciences. Through inquiry-based learning, students 
will develop critical thinking and reasoning skills. In the 
course, students will explore the following topics: linear and 
rotational motion, momentum and energy, mechanical waves 
and sound, and simple electrostatics and circuits. This course 
requires that 25 percent of the instructional time will be 
spent in laboratory work, with an emphasis on inquiry-based 
investigations where students explore foundational physics 
principles and apply science practices such as creating 
models, developing hypotheses, collecting and analyzing 
data, and making connections to scientific theories. Over the 
course of the year, students will solve many physics problems, 
write qualitative descriptions of physics phenomena, design 
and run lab experiments, keep a lab notebook and write lab 

the Ventura River, and Rincon-Vitova Insectary are regularly 
included in the course curriculum.
Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and department approval

Textbook:
• Environmental Science: Earth as a Living Planet, (8th or 9th 
edition), by Botkin/Keller, John Wiley and Sons

Marine Science
Marine Science, an upper-level science elective, integrates 
the disciplines of physics, chemistry, biology and technology 
in a hands-on course that emphasizes field-based studies. 
Students develop an in-depth knowledge of marine 
organisms, and explore environmental issues impacting 
marine ecosystems worldwide. Topics covered include marine 
advanced technology, anatomical evolution of invertebrates, 
marine mammal biology, and oceanography, with a special 
emphasis on the Southern California coast. Considerable 
time in this class is devoted to lab and field, including whale 
watching and field trips to local tide pools.
Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry

Textbook:
• Marine Science: The Dynamic Ocean, by Pearson

AP Environmental Science
AP Environmental Science explores key environmental issues 
that we face in the 21st Century while preparing students for 
the AP exam. Emphasis is placed on experiment design and the 
scientific method. Students in this course study ecosystems, 
human population, renewable resources, energy, pollution, 
economics, public policy and sustainable communities. The 
course strives to illustrate global environmental problems 
through analysis of local issues. Examples include the removal 
of the Matilija Dam, oil and natural gas production in Ventura 
County, and the use of integrated pest management in 
local agriculture. In addition to science, students examine 
the economic, social, cultural, and political aspects of 
environmental issues. Field trips to the Channel Islands, 

AP Chemistry
AP Chemistry is a rigorous chemistry course designed 
to challenge students at an advanced level. A significant 
amount of work in the laboratory is required. Students will 
be posing questions, designing experiments, collecting data, 
analyzing it, and drawing conclusions. They will develop 
a deep understanding of chemical concepts and will also 
develop excellent problem solving skills. Students will learn 
to explain chemical behavior clearly and logically using 
current scientific theories. The course is designed to be 
challenging, fun, and relevant. Topics include atomic structure 
and properties, molecular and ionic compound structure 
and properties, intermolecular forces, chemical reactions, 
kinetics, thermodynamics, equilibrium, acids and bases, and 
applications of thermodynamics.
Prerequisites: Algebra I and II, Chemistry, and department 
approval

Textbook:
• Chemistry, LibreTexts (online free text)
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AP Computer Science Principles
The new AP Computer Science Principles course complements 
AP Computer Science A as it aims to broaden participation in 
the study of computer science. The courses underscore the 
importance of communicating solutions appropriately and in 
ways that are relevant to current societal needs. In this course, 
students will develop computational thinking skills vital for 
success across all disciplines, such as using computational 
tools to analyze and study data and working with large data 
sets to analyze, visualize, and draw conclusions from trends. 
The course engages students in the creative aspects of the 
field by allowing them to develop computational artifacts 
based on their interests. Students will also develop effective 
communication and collaboration skills by working individually 
and collaboratively to solve problems, and will discuss and 
write about the impacts these solutions could have on their 
community, society, and the world.
Prerequisites: Must have successfully completed a first-year 
high school algebra course with a strong foundation on basic 
linear functions, and problem solving strategies that require 
multiple approaches, and collaborative efforts. In addition, 
students should be able to use a Cartesian (x, y) coordinate 
system to represents points in a plane.

Requirements:
• Students will need a working computer with at least 100 
GB of dedicated space for this class, and you will need 
a flash drive to transport digital files back and forth from 
computer to computer. We will be using many different 
software tools in the course, most of the software, like this 
course, is “open source,” which means it is free and available 
for anyone to download.

and the second semester covering topics from electricity 
and magnetism: electrostatics, electric circuits, magnetism, 
and electromagnetism. The emphasis is of the course is on 
understanding the basic concepts and skills of physics, using 
the concepts and formulae to solve problems, developing 
scientific curiosity and creativity, and on drawing connections 
to other disciplines and to societal issues like science ethics 
and environmental sustainability. Laboratory work is an 
integral part of this course, and students will work in small 
groups to keep well-organized laboratory notebooks that 
summarize both guided and open inquiry lab activities done 
in both semesters. The course culminates with two AP Physics 
C exams: AP Physics C Mechanics and AP Physics C Electricity 
and Magnetism. The course finishes with an engineering unit 
on a topic specific to the Ojai Valley.
Prerequisites: AP Calculus AB and department approval.

Textbooks:
• University Physics, Volume 1, Openstax
• University Physics, Volume 3, Openstax

reports, and discuss current events in physics research and 
technology. The course culminates with the AP Physics 1 exam 
in May, and finishes with a unit on Einstein’s special relativity.
Prerequisites: Algebra II, Chemistry, and department approval.

Textbooks:
• AP Physics 1 Essentials: An A Plus Physics Guide, 2nd 
Edition by Dan Fullerton
• OpenStax College Physics for AP Courses, 2015 Edition By 
Wolfe, Czuba, Oberoi, Pujji, Ingram and Lyublinskaya

AP Physics 2
AP Physics 2 focuses on the big ideas typically included in 
the second semesters of an algebra-based, introductory 
college-level physics sequence and provides students with 
enduring understandings to support advanced course work 
in the sciences. Through inquiry-based learning, students will 
develop critical thinking and reasoning skills. In the course, 
students will explore the following topics: thermodynamics, 
fluid statics and dynamics, electrostatics, steady-state DC 
circuits including resistors and capacitors, magnetism and 
electromagnetic induction, geometrical and physical optics, 
and basic quantum, nuclear and atomic physics. This course 
requires that 25 percent of the instructional time will be 
spent in laboratory work, with an emphasis on inquiry-based 
investigations where students explore foundational physics  
principles and apply science practices such as  
creating models, developing hypotheses, collecting and 
analyzing data, and making connections to scientific 
theories. Over the course of the year, students will solve 
many physics problems, write qualitative descriptions of 
physics phenomena, design and run lab experiments, 
keep a lab notebook and write lab reports, and discuss 
current events in physics research and technology.  
The course culminates with the AP Physics 2 exam in May, and 
finishes with a unit on the gender-gap in physics.
Prerequisites: AP Physics 1 and department approval.

Textbooks:
• AP Physics 2 Essentials: An A Plus Physics Guide, 1st 
Edition by Dan Fullerton
• OpenStax College Physics for AP Courses, 2015 Edition By 
Wolfe, Czuba, Oberoi, Pujji, Ingram and Lyublinskaya

AP Physics C: Mechanics/
Electricity and Magnetism

AP Physics C is equivalent to a calculus-based first-year 
college physics course for future scientists and engineers. 
The course is divided into two semesters of work, with the 
first semester covering topics from motion: kinematics and 
Newton’s Laws, work and energy, impulse and momentum, 
circulation motion and rotation, oscillations and gravitation; 
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World History
Who are we and how did we come to be this way? These 
are the essential questions we set out to answer in World 
History, a sweeping survey course in which students explore 
deep historical foundations to answer questions about our 
world today. Students follow the development of civilizations 
around the world, with a focus on human-geographic 
relationships, political and social structures, economics, 
science and technology, and the arts. They also investigate 
major religions and belief systems, explore world geography, 
and study major benchmarks in world history, such as the 
development of agriculture, the spread of democracy and 
the rise and fall of great civilizations. Key projects include the 
creation of Facebook profiles on historical figures, a research 
paper designed to generate community service projects 
to combat current problems on the African continent, 
and PowerPoint presentations examining everything from 
the roots of religious conflict to the significance of walls, 
borders and barricades. Collaborative projects are key to 
our explorations, as students work together on everything 
from geography quizzes to Jeopardy tournaments aimed at 
reinforcing their learning. At every turn, this course seeks to 
relate events of the past to questions that rage in the present-
day world about power, conflict, culture and identity. At the 
end of the day, we want students not just to learn history, but 
to be historians and to consider the study of the past a critical 
component of evaluating the present.
Prerequisites: Humanities or an equivalent grade 9 social 
science course.

Textbook:
• World History: The Human Experience, The Early Ages, by 
McGraw Hill

AP World History Modern
AP World History Modern is a fast-paced, college-level 
course, available to willing and academically prepared 
students, that covers the span of time from 1200 CE to the 
present. Students develop a greater understanding of the 
evolution of global events as well as the nature of changes in 
international frameworks and their causes and consequences. 
The course is organized around nine overarching themes: The 
Global Tapestry, Networks of Exchange, Land-Based Empires, 
Transoceanic Interconnections, Revolutions, Consequences of 

will be on the study of geography, world history, U.S. 
history, and civics and government. Vocabulary building and 
the practice of reading high school text materials are also 
key elements of the course. Students will create timelines, 
write essays, and read at least one short novel to enrich 
their understanding of world and U.S. history. They will  
also participate in individual and group projects, including a 
focus on the role of technology and globalization.

Humanities
Literary critic Lionel Trilling remarked that the study of 
Humanities is built upon the notion that “there is a certain 
minimum of our intellectual and spiritual tradition which a 
man must experience and understand if he is to be called 
educated.” Students in this class are asked to examine 
cultures different from their own, appreciate literature and 
the arts in written assignments, write persuasively and 
analytically, and fearlessly participate in class discussions. As 
part of their investigation, students probe the works of early 
cultures, classic folktales and fairytales, world mythology, 
great civilizations, philosophical treaties, and world religions. 
Their main instrument of exploration is a reading journal, a 
cumulative work in which they respond to a series of prompts 
designed to deepen their understanding of the material. They 
create Facebook pages to profile philosophical and religious 
leaders, craft their own parables and myths, and read in 
their entirety the works of such notables as Homer, Plato 
and Ovid. In the end, this course centers on the idea that 
historical events and philosophical exploration are located in 
humankind’s need to answer fundamental questions such as 
where do I come from, how do I lead a good life, and what 
happens when I am no longer here? This class calls upon 
students to think, perhaps in ways they never have before, 
about these and other issues. To that end, an open mind, 
strong work ethic and curious intellect are keys to success.

Textbook and Reading List:
• Odyssey, by Homer
• The Tao of Pooh, by Benjamin Hoff
• Siddhartha, by Hermann Hesse
• Ishmael, by Daniel Quinn

World Geography
World Geography is a semester course designed to help 
students navigate the world around them, from the physical 
earth to the people that inhabit it. Students will learn about 
physical, political, and cultural geography as they study 
the five major themes: location, place, human-environment 
interaction, movement, and region. Special emphasis will 
be placed on geographical skills, and geographic literacy. 
Students will complete the semester by creating “The 
Explorer” project – a student created world trip, that highlights 
the skills and concepts learned throughout the semester.

Textbook:
• Geography: The Human and Physical World, by McGraw Hill 

ESL History
ESL History students will gain an overview of the social 
studies concepts and vocabulary that they will be studying 
as mainstream students, and they will build the reading 
skills needed for success in all high school courses. Focus 
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AP United States History
Students of AP U.S. History explore the people and events 
relevant to American history from the Pre-Columbian period 
to the present through the study of nine time periods. 
The class is taught in accordance with the AP U.S. History 
curriculum framework, and is designed to prepare students 
for the AP U.S. History Exam in May. All students work to 
develop their analytical writing skills, critical thinking skills, 
reading comprehension, reliable outlining, note-taking, and 
research skills. In addition, time is spent analyzing current 
events, working in groups and collaborative learning is 
emphasized. Students will develop public speaking skills, and 
specific attention is placed on historical writing and thesis 
development. In order to prepare for the AP exam, students 
will decode extensive multiple-choice questions, practice 
writing short answer and free response essays, as well as 
strategizing and attacking the document-based question. An 
understanding of primary source documents, emphasizing 
the author’s point of view, audience, and tone is a priority. 
Sustainability is particularly emphasized while studying the 
creation of the National Park System and the conservation 
efforts of the 1960s. Special projects include the “Decades 
Project” and the “May Madness Presidential Bracket.”
Prerequisites: Students must have earned a B+ or higher in 
a 9th grade social science course (Humanities or equivalent). 
Students must have earned a B+ or higher in a 10th grade 
social science course, AND earned a 4 or 5 in effort in World 
History. Students having completed AP World History with a B 
or higher, and a 4 or 5 in effort, will be given priority into the 
course. All must have department approval.

Textbooks:
• America’s History, 8th Edition, by Henretta, Hinderaker, 
Edwards, and Seif
• Strive for a 5: Preparing for the AP US History Exam, 8th 
Edition, by Hierl, Moffitt, and Schick

United States History
The United States History class is designed to develop 
students’ understanding of topics and concepts related 
to the study of history and development of the United 
States.  Taught in conjunction with American literature, 
students explore the people and events relevant to American 
history from pre-colonial times to the present day.  Course 
work begins with discussion of the questions, what is history 
and why study history, and then focuses on how to study 
history and an analysis of the history textbook.  Topics include 
but are not limited to the following::  European exploration 
and Colonial America, the American Revolution, creating 
the nation – the Critical Period and the Constitution, the 
eras of Jefferson and Jackson, slavery and the Civil War, 
Reconstruction and the rise of industrial America, the eras of 
Progressivism and Imperialism, World Wars I and II, the Jazz 
Age and the Depression, the Cold War, civil rights, and the 
role of the American President.  Some of the skills students 
develop include critical thinking and reading comprehension, 

Industrialization, Global Conflict, Cold War & Decolonization, 
and Globalization. These themes serve as unifying threads 
throughout our studies and help students to relate what is 
particular about each time period or society to a “big picture” 
of history. In discussing and assessing these themes, students 
employ historical thinking skills and utilize historical evidence 
to craft arguments and assess the significance, cause, and 
impact of historical events. Key projects includes the creation 
of posters detailing the importance of the 100 Most Significant 
Objects in World History, the construction of podcasts 
exploring the causes and consequences of the Atlantic 
Revolutions, and the design of propaganda posters aimed at 
engendering a deeper understanding of the events of World 
War I. In the end, a goal of this course is to prepare students 
to take the Advanced Placement World History exam. But that 
should not be mistaken as a year spent “teaching to the test” 
or engaging in rote memorization exercises. On the contrary, 
the aim is to push students to go beyond a simple recitation 
of history to become true historians, students capable of 
connecting the dots between historical periods, places and 
events while developing the requisite reading, writing and 
critical thinking skills necessary to succeed in higher level 
history courses.
Prerequisites: Students must have earned a grade of B+ or 
better in Humanities (or an equivalent grade 9 social science 
course), AND earned an effort grade of 4 or 5, plus a teacher 
recommendations. All must have department approval. 
Students will have a summer assignment to complete before 
the start of the school year.

Textbooks:
• 1200 Update Ways of the World with Sources for the AP® 
Modern Course, Fourth Edition
• Strive for A 5 for Ways of the World for AP

note taking and study skills, research and writing, group and 
cooperative learning, discussion and public speaking.  In 
addition to daily reading and discussion, students give several 
oral presentations, write essays, and take quizzes or tests on 
each unit.  Many tests are “open-note” so that students are 
encouraged to take good reading and discussion notes for 
use on the examinations.  Videos are available for most units.
Prerequisites: 9th Grade social science course (Humanities or 
the equivalent), and 10th grade social science Course (World 
History) or the equivalent.

Textbook:
• The American Vision, by McGraw Hill 
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AP Psychology
AP Psychology is a beginning course that unpacks the 
mysterious, common, and disturbing aspects of human 
behaviors and mental processes. While psychology has a 
long history and many perspectives, the prevailing viewpoint 
is grounded in current scientific research. Nonetheless, other 
perspectives are presented and examined. The nine major 
topics of psychology, as tested by the Advanced Placement 
exam, are presented in a scaffolded and spiraled curriculum. 
Beginning with brain biology and anatomy, students gradually 
integrate the subjects of sensation, perception, learning, 
memory, cognition, motivation, emotion, and personality. 
Students then overlay the concepts of lifespan development, 
testing, clinical psychology, and social psychology onto their 
biological foundation of knowledge. Students will learn the 
skill of problem solving psychological issues through three 
approaches: biological, psychological, and social. Students 
will learn to critically analyze psychological research and 
design, as well as determine the validity of pop psychology. 
Practical skills, such as active listening, emotional processing, 
self-reflection, mindfulness and empathic learning are applied 
to community education, as part of an ongoing, campus-wide 
effort to promote wellness and destigmatize mental health. 
Information-processing theory teaches us that we learn best 
through connecting information from short-term memory 
to knowledge encoded in the long-term memory. This 
happens best through active engagement and elaboration 
strategies. Students regularly provide module presentations 
and check for understanding through fun, self-created class 
assessments. Discussions develop communication skills 
as well as the ability to take another’s perspective. By the 
end of the course students will have the confidence to take 
college-level social science courses. Students participate in 
Harkness- and Socratic-style discussions throughout the year, 
integrating psychological content and applying the concepts 
to human behaviors. These discussions help students be 
active participants as well as facilitators of group discussions. 
Throughout the course, students are steeped in the material 
through the analysis of their own behavior and mental 
processes, the development of quantitative and qualitative 
research, and the design of their own community-based 
research project. For example, students explore dreams and 
meditation as ways to improve empathy and reduce stress; 
or students lead study groups utilizing cognitive tools from 
operant learning and information-processing theory.
Prerequisites: Grade of a B or better in Biology or AP 
Biology; 9th grade and 10th grade social studies courses, and 
department approval.

Textbook:
• Myer’s Psychology for AP, 2nd edition, by David Myers

Textbook:
• Street Law: A Course in Practical Law, 9th Edition by 
Glencoe McGraw Hill

Law & Society
Law and Society is a semester course dedicated to teaching 
an understanding of the American legal system. At the 
conclusion of the semester, students will have gained an 
understanding of the law through interactive methods 
that focus on legal issues relevant to their lives. The class 
emphasizes problem-solving skills, oral communication and 
listening abilities, general research skills, and mock trial 
and debate experience. Topics covered include: criminal 
law, civil law, criminal procedure, juvenile justice, family law, 
Constitutional law and the Bill of Rights, and relevant U.S. 
Supreme Court case law.  Students develop critical thinking 
and analytical skills through legal writing and research, mock 
trials, interviews, debates, trial techniques, jury selection and 
service, case briefs, and short research papers.  Public policy 
related to sustainability and the environment are emphasized 
through case studies involving toxic torts. Students enjoy 
hearing from guest speakers ranging from local attorneys to 
law enforcement and probation officers.  A trip to Ventura 
County Superior Court is a highlight of the class, as well as 
preparation for and participation in the Mock Trial final exam.
Prerequisites: One year of U.S. History and one semester of 
American Government (preferred)

American Government
Students in this semester course will explore the foundations 
of American government through reading, lecture, and case 
study analysis. Individually or in collaborative teams, students 
will learn the introductory concepts of the Legislative, 
Executive, and Judicial Branches of government, participation 
in government, public policies, state and local government, 
and political and economic systems. The goals of this course 
are for students to develop critical thinking and writing skills, 
understand the three branches of government, be prepared 
for college-level government or political science courses, and 
prepare and present information to a group. An emphasis is 
placed on persuasive writing, developing an opinion, and 
providing evidence to support a thesis. Students are expected 
to read the daily newspaper, review online news headlines, 
and keep informed about politics, business, and current 
events. Sustainability and the environment are addressed 
as relevant to both state and national politics.  Key projects 
include a simulation of the Constitutional Convention, a 
film review of Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, and Supreme 
Court case studies.  Students who wish to take the AP U.S. 
Government and Politics exam in May will receive additional 
enrichment readings and essay prompts.
Prerequisites: Students should have successfully completed at 
least one year of U.S. History or equivalent.

Textbooks:
• Government for Everybody, 2nd Edition by Steven L. 
Jantzen
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PORTRAIT OF AN OVS GRADUATE

Under the guidance of dedicated teachers and dorm parents, OVS students are encouraged to explore their 
interests, know themselves, and develop an appreciation and respect for others on a global scale. By the time 
they graduate, they will have developed the academic strength, character, and confidence to meet life’s future 
challenges in an ever-changing world. 

Specifically, an Ojai Valley School graduate:

• is resourceful, creative, and disciplined using concrete academic skills and critical thinking to solve problems

• communicates confidently and articulately

• uses technology competently and responsibly

• appreciates cultural diversity and embraces global challenges

• maintains stewardship of the earth and its environment; experiences, appreciates, and respects the natural world 

• pursues a healthy, balanced lifestyle

• is an open-minded, reflective and principled risk-taker

• acts with kindness, integrity, and humility; values collaboration and teamwork

• will have flexibility to select from a broad range of colleges and universities
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Head of School Craig Floyd: cfloyd@ovs.org
Assistant Head of School, Academic Affairs Laurel Colborn: lcolborn@ovs.org

College Counselor Fred Alvarez: falvarez@ovs.org   I   Admission Director Tracy Wilson: twilson@ovs.org

10820 Reeves Road, Ojai, CA 93023    I    www.ovs.org
Phone: (805) 646-5593    I    Fax: (805) 933-1096    I    CEEB Code: 052262

Accreditation: Ojai Valley School is fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and holds 
membership in the California Association of Independent Schools, the College Board, the National Association of College 
Admissions Counselors, the National Association of Independent Schools, and The Association of Boarding Schools.


