
A couple months ago I wrote a story about one of my closest friends, a story that 
was easy for me to write because I knew Beckett McDowell so well. It was a story 
about an aspiring rockstar with incredible talents. Now, talent is impressive but 
nothing unique or rare; what sets Beckett apart is motivation and the deep determi-
nation to get better.

Once again, I sit and write about something I know very well. Due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic Ojai Valley School was forced to transition to distance learn-
ing procedures, and as schools around the country closed, the race to re-open online 
began. OVS was at the forefront of this transition. Of course we have talent; and 
we also have good circumstances, being a tiny school with few students and small 
class sizes, moving online comes easier. But more important than talent we have 
determination, we have motivation, and we have a community that put getting OVS 
on track quickly over everything else as we transitioned to online learning. Much 
like Beckett, it would not be the whole story just to discuss the advantages OVS has; 
what separates the talented from the stars is the work they put in. 

Ojai Valley School’s ability to navigate all the obstacles set up by the virus is 
indicative of a school that is ready for the future. The administration was able to help 
all the teachers learn the ropes of distance learning with a little less than a week’s 
notice. This community has put in the work to be at the forefront of making online 
learning a viable way to teach students.

Unlike many other schools, OVS opted for shorter classes rather than full length 
classes, and this decision has made staying focused far easier for students and allows 
teachers the time to assign homework, answer questions and teach a portion of the 
lesson, but still remains short enough to force teachers to do most of their instruction 
through homework. The time was initially too short and the schedule was adjusted 
to slightly longer class periods, but this shows the agility of our community in this 
time of changing norms. 

The virus has been a great equalizer for schools. Instead of buildings and resourc-
es, schools now have to rely on class size and adaptability. This means that schools 
with absurdly massive endowments are no more prepared than the schools whose 
resources are much smaller. 

OVS has long been conservative and safe, making sure to take adequate precaution 
before large change, because when the school has been doing something right for so 
long there is a tendency to hold on to that. This strategy has worked for OVS, it has 
led to the incredible little school that we love. But this virus turned that on its head, 
and when things began to change so fast the admin knew that now was not the time 
to be slow and meticulous but rather a time to finally flex our agility and speed. A 
time to show that OVS has got what it takes to run with the best. 

OVS community members should take note of the dedication our administration 
has shown during this pandemic. We have long known that OVS has the right stuff, 
and this virus has merely been another opportunity to prove that. However, when we 
return to the campus, when life will lurch cautiously back to normal there will be no 
mistaking that OVS has grown stronger as a result of the rush to adapt to distance 
learning procedures. We know now, more than ever, that we have the ability to adapt 
and make OVS an incredible school no matter the circumstances.

OVS already knows that massive buildings don’t make a community, and even 
without classrooms or sports games we have been resilient and strong. We will look 
back on this specific time period in OVS history as a turning point. We know we 
are strong, resilient, adaptable, agile, meticulous, and most importantly, dedicated. 

But now it is time to be bold. 
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Navigating A New Normal
By Mulan Ma
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I never thought I would write a story about Coronavirus again. I don’t like this topic at all, and I wish 
all of this never happened.

I was kind of surprised when Mr. Alvarez asked me to write a story about how life is returning in 
China after the coronavirus outbreak. I felt like writing a story like this and publishing it on the school’s 
website was a little bit inappropriate, just like you wouldn’t act really cheerful because you started a 
new relationship in front of someone who just broke up.

When I was about to give up on this story, Ms. Whipple gave me a completely new perspective 
during chatting. She said she would love to hear some good news about what is happening in China 
right now, because all she was seeing on the news wasn’t really delightful, and also this will bring 
hope to people as well.

I decided to give a try at least, so here it is.

The story began in January this year, when I was first aware of Coronavirus.

I saved an article on my phone, which contained some overview data about the virus, such as the 
number of confirmed cases, deaths, and recovered cases. 

To be honest, I saved it because it was a novel unknown disease, and I was studying exponential 
growth in math class. A perfect article to save for a bio and math nerd, I thought I might be able to use 
these live data to build up a math model or something. 

At that time, I didn’t expect that I would save it for such a long time. I didn’t realize that it would 
turn out like this. I thought it would have been a minor thing that stopped in China, and that was it.

I clearly remembered a date -- February 2nd. That was when recovered cases passed the death cases 
the first time, and it was about two hundred something. I was so happy about it, I literally told all my 
friends about it that day. I thought that meant hope for all of us, for this to be end, for life to get back 
to normal.

But in the days following, the confirmed cases were explosively increasing, like several thousand 
per day, and spread into more and more cities.

That was the time I realized that the virus has deeply affected all of us, whether you are infected or 
not.

In Wuhan, the entire city got locked down. All the flights, trains, and buses got canceled. Streets were 
empty and people were ordered to stay at home.

In the community where my family is living, only one person per household was allowed to go out 
every two days. And people even needed to show their ID cards before entering grocery stores.

“I only went out to buy food once during that time, and I brought a lot, even too much to carry by 
myself, cause I don’t wanna go there again,” my mom said. “I wore two masks on top of each other 
and didn’t talk to anyone, they just told me the price and I paid, it was expensive.” 

The local government was sending out medical masks, and everyone was required to wear it in order 
to go outside.

By the end of February, things seemed to get better in China. Total confirmed cases were decreasing 
steadily, and people were less panicked.

At the same time, racism against the Chinese was popping up. It switched to the time my family 
started to worry about me instead of me worrying about them for the past two months.

The first confirmed case happened in Ventura County at the beginning of March. My school an-
nounced using distance learning rather than in-person on the second Friday of March.

I chose to go home after going through lots of mental struggles. 

Since the moment I landed in Shanghai, I was surrounded by people in full-body protective suits. I 

filled out lots of forms, I received lots of health checks, and ended up with a 14-day-long quarantine 
in a hotel room alone.

I want to give big thanks to the people who are working so hard to bring back normal life step by 
step, drip by drip. 

The Disease Prevention Center developed the “Health QR code” to represent the users’ health status 
at the beginning of February. By now, literally everyone has their own code on their mobile phone, at 
least in the city where I’m living.

The code has three different colors: green, yellow, and red. Every single place requests to have a 
green code for entering or leaving. The red code holder is requested for self-imposed quarantine at 
home or mass quarantine for 14 days in a row, and shall be eligible to have a green code when he/she 
has reported himself/herself in normal condition for the past 14 days.

The first free morning after I got out of the mass quarantine, my health code didn’t turn into green 
from red. I had difficulty returning home, the security guard wouldn’t let me enter the community 
where I live after knowing that I didn’t have the correct color code. 

Things are getting better now.

When I am standing on the balcony and looking down, I can see people are out on the street again, 
some kids are playing around, some people are running with earphones in, some are waiting at the bus 
station, some are riding bicycles, some are delivering food or other packages.

But every single one of them is wearing a mask, even including the baby in the stroller. And they 
don’t interact with each other but keep their distance.

Cars were driven on streets again, and public transportation was back as well. Restaurants, super-
markets, malls were reopened. Even domestic travel has been promoted now.

No matter what place it is opened, there will be a gigantic obvious sign hanging on the door that 
says “sterilized today,” and there will also be a sign right next to it that says “please wait here for the 
health check.”

I thought I didn’t need to take my temperature twice a day after I was out of quarantine, but it turned 
out that my temperature is taken about ten times a day now. Wherever I enter a place, there will always 
be someone to stop me to take my temperature first and then ask to check my health code.

I didn’t really experience living in the outbreak of the virus, I can just feel a little bit of the aftermath 
of it.

When I go to the supermarket, the first several shelves near the entrance are always full of different 
kinds of masks, hand sanitizer, disinfect sprays and so on.

One day, I was sitting in the car driving by the west lake, a famous scenic place in my city. I was 
surprised by seeing so many people out there, walking by the lake. But the driver told me it used to 
have more people here before.

In my city, middle schools and high schools were reopened from the winter break in January. 

But things are not really the same as before, students and teachers are required to wear masks during 
class, take temperature checks twice a day, keep distance while in the line for lunch, have assigned 
seats while eating…

“My school added lots of new rules in order to be reopened, they even set up a schedule for students 
in different grades to have lunch at different times,” said my friend Kevin, a senior at high school. “But 
I’m still so happy that school is reopened again, I like interacting with my friends face to face better.”

After months of fighting a war against the virus, things are coming back to life, slowly but surely. 
We might not be able to return the old “normal,” like exactly how things were before, but maybe 
eventually to a new “normal.” 

disinfect products on the shelves signs posted everywhere back on the streets



As communities the world over stitch together masks, two OVS STEM teachers, Christopher 
Westcott and Micah Sittig, decided to do what they do best: take it to tech.

Mr. Westcott and Mr. Sittig have been using Ojai Valley School’s 3-D Printer to print parts for 
face shields that will be used on the frontlines in the battle against the Coronavirus. Using tem-
plates downloaded on the internet, the teachers began turning a spool of sanitziable PETG filament 
into headbands for forty medical grade face shields. 

“Unfortunately, I will never get to see what the final product looks like,” said Westcott. “But it 
was very satisfying to know they will be used to support our health care workers on the front line.”

Due to the need for medical grade parts and the lack of manufacturing infrastructure, organiza-
tions such as Maker Nexus are harnessing the power of at-home makers to take part in the supply 
chain. Maker Nexus has templates and instructions to make 3-D printed face shields as well as 
fabric face masks and medical scrubs. The organization has makers send assembled parts to their 
headquarters for final assembly. The group usually supplies templates and plans but due to the 
virus they have used their large network to contribute to combating the pandemic.

Maker Nexus is fueled by the constant effort of their 575 volunteers, volunteers who help make 
2000 face shields a day. And Mr. Westcott and Mr. Sittig have made OVS a part of that supply 
chain by providing such face masks to those in need in medical fields.

Many OVS community members have been taking part in the now global effort to manufacture 
equipment to protect against the coronavirus pandemic. After all, Mr. Sittig and Mr. Westcott are 
STEM teachers, so it only makes sense that instead of reaching for a needle and thread they would 
print small plastic parts that would be their contribution to a world sized problem.

“Robert Cendejas [Ojai Valley School Business Manager] was able to pass on the information 
to a friend who is in the medical field and who actually needed masks,” said Head of School Craig 
Floyd. “And through the company [Maker Nexus] he was actually able to get masks.”

Ojai Valley School’s devoted community members have contributed much during this time of 
great global panic. Through sewing, donating, printing, and referring among other things, Ojai 
Valley School, despite its small size, has been able to really contribute to the cause during this 
pandemic.

“It’s a no-brainer using the technology we have to make something,” said Mr. Floyd. “That’s in 
the school DNA to do something to help the community.”

With less than 24 hours until deadline, Sasha Valenzuela knew 
it was time to make the decision that would determine the next 
four years of her life.

Torn between California State University Fullerton and 
California State University Los Angeles, Sasha put off her deci-
sion until May 1st, the deadline for committing to college. Both 
colleges meet her academic requirements, so it came down to 
which location Sasha could see herself living independently in 
for the first time. 

“When I hit the button, all I could think was, ‘oh my gosh, I’m 
an adult,’” said Sasha. “I’ll be spending the next chapter of my 
life at Fullerton.” 

Sasha is excited to evolve academically and as an individual as 
she continues her studies in college. Sasha’s family and the OVS 
community are proud and know she is going to thrive. 

“What’s really amazing about Sasha is that from the time I 
taught her freshman year to the time I was her college counselor 
senior year, I’ve just seen so much growth in that young woman,” 
said OVS teacher and college counselor Fred Alvarez. “When I 
look at how she is set up for college and her future, I just see it 
incredibly bright and progressive for Sasha. I’m certain she will 
thrive.”

Just like Sasha, the class of 2020 is destined for big things as 
well. 

The 23 seniors have received over 160 college acceptances. 

From top-notch small private liberal art schools to big public 
universities, acceptances are across the board.

Olivia Brown will be attending University of San Francisco, 
Aaron Wolf is committed to University of California Los 
Angeles, Avery Colborn will be studying at Colorado College, 
Margo Eramova will be attending California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona, Stephany Nostrant will dive into business 
at Babson College, and Aiden Robertson will be at University 
of Oregon. 

“What I’ve been really pleased with is watching these students 
use their time to find schools that they are really interested in, 
that fit them well, and that are going to push them to become the 
adults they are destined to become,” said Mr. Alvarez.  “I think 
their futures are incredibly bright.” 

For some seniors, the initial college acceptance process was 
nerve racking, but in the end it all worked out perfectly. Aaron 
Wolf is a perfect example of this.

Before receiving acceptance letters from University of 
California, Berkeley and UCLA, Aaron was hesitant, weary, and 
unsure about the colleges he got into. 

“Before I got into my top choices I was a little nervous,” 
explained Aaron. “I was looking for the right fit, focusing on 
climate, school size, and my intended major. I was honestly 
avoiding  [committing to a college] because I wasn’t too happy 
about my options initially.”

Originally, Berkeley was Aaron’s top choice and he planned on 
going there if he was accepted, but after receiving his letter from 
UCLA, it felt like fate for him to continue his academic career 
in Los Angeles

.
“I visited Berkeley about halfway through my sophomore 

year and the moment I stepped foot on campus I thought I saw 
my future there. I loved the location, education, and the people, 
so it just felt like the right fit,” said Aaron. “But when I got 
into UCLA, everything I thought I knew just faded away and I 
jumped around yelling ‘I’m a Bruin! I’m a Bruin!’ The more I 
thought about it, the more I realized that UCLA is the place for 
me.”

Similar to Aaron, senior Caspian Ellis’ college commitment 
process started out uncertain but in the end the decision was 
crystal clear. 

“I was considering University of California, Santa Barbara or 
University of California, San Diego, but after talking to the UC 
Davis [Equestrian] coach, I knew it was definitely something I 
wanted to be a part of,” explained Caspian, who has been com-
peting in equestrian shows at the national level throughout her 
high school career. “Talking to someone who knew a lot about 
UC Davis made the choice for me seamless.”

From easy decisions to last minute choices, the seniors of 2020 
are all eager and excited to start their college career.

“I’m really proud of the class of 2020, but more than me being 
proud, I’m so pleased that for the most part everyone of them is 
incredibly pleased with their choices,” said Mr. Alvarez. “These 
young adults are really excited about what’s to come next, in the 
world of college counseling it doesn’t get any better than that.”
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This year’s senior class submitted approximately 400 applications and received over 160 acceptances from colleges and universities across the country1. Aaron Wolf - University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles

Aaron will attend the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles and plans on studying 
Environmental Science.

“UCLA was never my dream school, 
and honestly until I got the letter I hadn’t 
really considered it an option. But when 
I received my acceptance letter, I jumped 
around screaming that I was a Bruin. It 
was a gut reaction and I followed it. Also 
UCLA is ranked #1 for best college food in 
the country, so...”

2. Yui Kikuchi - University of Califor-
nia, Irvine 

Yui will attend the University of Cal-
ifornia, Irvine and plans on majoring in 
Business Economics.

“I’m excited to see all the people there 
and I hope to have new experiences that I 
only can get from UCI.”

3. Mark Sun - University of California, 
Irvine 

Mark will attend the University of Cali-
fornia, Irvine and currently plans to major 
in Business Administration.

“[I chose UCI] because of its location 
probably. Irvine is very different from 
Ojai.”

4. Jolene Fan - University of California, 
San Diego

Jolene will attend the University of 
California, San Diego and plans to study 
Mechanical Engineering.

“I was planning on going to a school that 
had a strong focus on STEM but I decided 
that it would make more sense to stay closer 
to home.”

5. Sasha Valenzuela - California State 
University, Fullerton 

Sasha will attend Cal State Fullerton and 
is currently Undeclared.

“I’m looking forward to the indepen-
dence that I will gain and the experience 
that will come with it.”

6. Margo Eramova - California State 
Polytechnic University, Pomona

Margo will attend Cal Poly Pomona and 
plans on majoring in Animal Science and 
Zoology.

“I chose Cal Poly because I feel like it is 
a school that I fit into and the school I will 
enjoy going to. They have a pretty campus, 
great veterinary program, amazing field 
and happy people. I look forward to starting 
my college journey at Cal Poly Pomona. 
Go Broncos!!”

7. Gary Zhou - University of Califor-
nia, Santa Cruz

Gary will attend the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Cruz and plans on majoring 
in Robotics.

“UCSC has been the most beautiful 
campus that I have been visiting. It’s on the 
mountain which is also nearby the sea.”

8. Olivia Brown - University of San 
Francisco

Olivia will attend the University of San 
Francisco and plans to major in Critical 
Diversity Studies.

“I’m excited to expand my education and 
look at different parts of the world and help 
people through this new perspective I hope 
to gain by going to USF.”

10. Aiden Robertson - University of 
Oregon

Aiden will attend the University of Ore-
gon and is currently Undeclared.

“I’m going there because it’s one my 
favorite colleges and it’s in my favorite part 
of the country and it’s a PAC-12 school.”

11. Corbin Muller - Oregon State Uni-
versity - Cascades

Corbin will attend Oregon State University 
and is currently planning to major in Biology. 

“I chose OSU Cascades because it’s in 
Bend, Oregon, which in itself is amazing, 
and it’s the smaller campus than the one in 
Corvallis. I’m excited to go to school there 
because there are so many outdoor related 
activities that I can explore.”

12. Tyler Davis - Oregon State Uni-
versity

Tyler will attend Oregon State University 
in Corvallis and will major in Forestry.

“I chose Oregon State because of the 
beautiful campus and they have one of the 
best programs for Forestry. I’m excited to 
be independent and to make my path for 
the future.”

9. Caspian Ellis - University of Cali-
fornia, Davis

Caspian will attend the University of 
California, Davis and plans on studying 
Economics or Financial Math. She will 
ride for Davis’ Division I equestrian team.

“I am excited to attend UC Davis be-
cause I will not only be able to further 
my academic interests, but also ride for 
a D1 team.”
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This year’s senior class submitted approximately 400 applications and received over 160 acceptances from colleges and universities across the country 23. Morgan Dreier - Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University

Morgan will attend Embry-Riddle Aero-
nautical University and plans on majoring 
in Aeronautical Science with the goal to 
start her own business transporting horses 
between the U.S and Europe

“Embry-Riddle will grant me wings to 
travel the world, follow my passion of hors-
es, and begin many wonderful adventures 
I never knew would be possible. I am so 
grateful for the opportunities I have been 
given.”

22. Thomas Christopher - Gettysburg 
College

Thomas will attend Gettysburg College 
and plans to major in History or Military 
History.

“I chose Gettysburg because it’s got so 
many stories to tell, and pursuing a college 
education there will be an adventure.”

21. Siyu Lai - New York University
Siyu will attend New York University 

and plans on majoring in Computer Science 
and  Math.

“Perhaps I can get a glance at Yann 
LeCun during lunch.”

20. Megan Manion - Salve Regina 
University

Megan will attend Salve Regina Univer-
sity and plans on majoring in Psychology.

“I picked Salve because they have a great 
psych/premed program and a competitive 
equestrian team. I’m excited because the 
campus is beautiful and right on the water 
and I’ll be able to sail a lot which I love 
doing.”

19. Stephany Nostrant - Babson Col-
lege

Stephany will attend the Babson College 
and plans on majoring in Business Entre-
preneurship.

“Everything happens for a reason. This 
year has been crazy enough and out of 
anyone’s control. When you don’t try to 
think that hard about why things are hap-
pening and just accept them, it makes the 
whole situation feel better. It also makes 
the thought of going to college, no matter 
how, online or in person, feel better as a 
whole. I’m looking forward to all the new 
people I will eventually meet and studying 
something I am truly interested in.”

18. Angela Qu - Boston College
Angela will attend Boston College and 

plans to major in Mathematics.
“I am excited to learn more knowledge 

and join extracurricular activities at BC.”

17. Sebastian Wayman-Dalo - Bowdoin 
College

Sebastian will attend Bowdoin College 
and would like to major in Environmental 
Diplomacy.

“I’m incredibly grateful for the opportu-
nity to attend Bowdoin College. It feels like 
the perfect fit for me. It has a great outdoors 
program which is personally important, as 
well as its concentration on the environ-
ment, which is what I want to major in.”

16. Joshua Hsu - Michigan State Uni-
versity

Joshua will attend Michigan State Uni-
versity and major in Business Management.

“MSU provides an environment that 
gives me countless choices and opportu-
nities to thrive in areas of studies I look 
forward to studying in the future. And the 
school spirit is amazing. Go Green.”

Tyler Davis - Oregon State Uni-

Tyler will attend Oregon State University 
in Corvallis and will major in Forestry.

“I chose Oregon State because of the 
beautiful campus and they have one of the 
best programs for Forestry. I’m excited to 
be independent and to make my path for 

13. Carter Hsu - University of Wash-
ington

Carter will attend the University of 
Washington and will major in Economics.

“For many people who still are strug-
gling for which school to go to, or apply to, 
you’ll see how much potential you have no 
matter where you are. I chose UW because 
I can be the best version of myself with its 
resources.”

14. Claire V Alexander - University of 
Hawai’i at Manoa

Claire will attend the University of Ha-
wai’i at Manoa and plans on majoring in 
Business Administration for Real Estate.

“I’m so excited to delve into island liv-
ing and be independent. I’ll be exposed to 
nature, variety of cultures, and learn more 
about myself while gaining knowledge from 
college courses.”

15. Avery Colborn - Colorado College
Avery will attend Colorado College and 

plans on majoring in Environmental Studies 
or Spanish.

“Colorado College provides students with 
a broad yet intensive education with an em-
phasis on environmental and social progress, 
as well as access to the outdoors. CC will be 
an incredible place for me, and I could not be 
more excited for what is to come.”

16 Lansing
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18 Boston19 Wellesley

20 Newport21 New York City

22 Gettysburg
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 The outdoor shed sits undisturbed in the setting Ojai sun, no 
gear checked in or out in two months now. But still twenty peo-
ple sit around twenty campfires around the world and listen as 
Zach Byars strums a guitar and sings familiar tunes.

The move to distanced learning occurred just days before a 
group of 20 students were scheduled to leave for a weeklong 
rafting trip in Utah, a little over a month before the culminating 
Senior trip was meant to depart for Big Sur, leaving a gaping 
hole in this school’s outdoor education program. 

To try to make up for lost opportunities, Upper Campus 
faculty member and Outdoor Coordinator Zach Byars started 
hosting Virtual Campounts.

The first Virtual Campout was held on April 29th. Initially 
envisioned as a method of initiating contact between members 
of the student body who are no longer able to interact during or 
between classes, the virtual outings have become a momentary 
escape in the six week lull that has been a reality for many. 

In the last two virtual campouts there have been musical per-
formances from students, camping stories ranging from wild 
adolescent elephants along the Zambezi to helicopter rescues in 
the Sespe dating back nearly forty years, along with a number 
of guest appearances. 

Guest appearances have included musicians, Jenner Fox and 
Kevin Misajon, both old rafting friends of Mr. Byars. As well 
as Danny Bolster, a lifelong climber telling stories of Yosemite 
in the early 80’s, as he witnessed history being made, and made 
some himself. 

“I got a lot of good feedback from both students and faculty 
and staff saying, ‘what a cool way to kind of keep some of the 
components of an outdoor program without being able to get 
outdoors with one another,’” Mr. Byars said following the suc-
cesses of his inaugural and second virtual campouts. 

For many seniors, the Honors and Senior trips are staples of 
their final year at OVS, and by incorporating basic elements 
of an evening program into the virtual campouts, students can 
return to those memories of past trips. 

“You can to some degree, go somewhere else if you focus on 
it hard enough, and providing that atmosphere where there’s 
not other distractions, there’s a campfire, there’s Smores, 
there’s some of the things that we know we’re used to seeing, 
could help that transition or that movement for some people,” 
Mr. Byars said.

This idea of camaraderie that inspired these activities, also 
ring true among the student body, especially with senior Corbin 
Muller. “It was really awesome of Mr. Byars to come up with 
this idea, and even though we’re all stuck at home, it’s import-
ant that we get together one way or another,” said Corbin.

On top of the virtual campouts, Mr. Byars has been working 

diligently to get members of the senior class as well as his advi-
sory outdoors while continuing a diligent practice of social-dis-
tancing guidelines. In three to four person trips not affiliated 
with the school on weekends and after school, Mr. Byars has 
met up with a number of students over the last month in differ-
ent spots along the Ventura river. 

These trips, while still following the state’s guidelines for 
public health and safety, provide seniors with much needed re-
laxation and bonding in the remaining weeks of the high school 
career. 

“With this new form of virtual learning I felt like it had sep-
arated me from what I loved about the school which was the 
connections we all have with each other. But, with Mr. Byars 
providing this experience it made me feel connected with the 
spirit of OVS again, as well as with the memories I had created 
in the outdoors throughout my years here,” said Caspian Ellis, 
another senior and avid proponent of the outdoor program. 

Though there were some hiccups in the virtual campouts, 
such as connections cutting in and out, difficulties with muting, 
and timing of the appearances of guest speakers, never once did 
Mr. Byars let those issues irk him. “The kind of loose organic 
feel is a lot of what you have to be adaptable to in the camping 
environment,” he said.

Additionally a number of alumni from past trips found their 

way into the virtual outings. Three members of the Class of 
2019, Lucy Orgolini, Caroline Morrow, and Maya Mullins, 
all joined the most recent virtual campout prepared to perform 
John Denver’s “Take Me Home, Country Roads,” a song they 
adopted as their own after the Honors trip of 2017. 

The presence of these familiar faces was a strategy Mr. Byars  
employed on purpose. “[The virtual campouts help with] trig-
gering past memories. It’s not really transformative, but you 
can kind of let yourself escape.”

As the school year comes to a close, Mr. Byars is provided 
an opportunity to plan for the future. In the event that in person 
classes don’t resume in the fall, these virtual campouts will 
continue and evolve.

“My focus for class and similar for this outdoor campout was 
just...disrupt the students’ regular routine, like throw something 
at them that can be not just a binge watch on a Netflix show,” 
Mr. Byars concluded. “It’s gonna be on a screen because it kind 
of has to be, but let it be something completely new and differ-
ent from anything in the last six weeks that could engage them 
or connect them.”
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Student Submissions Art and “To-Do List” submitted by freshman 
Piper Snowber

Pandemic To-
Do List:

-Thank healthcare workers & 

their families

-listen to health officials

-help prevent the spread by fol-

lowing precautions and orders

-have patience and flexibility

-remember that everyone’s in the 

same boat

-stay calm

-be supportive to those in need

-cherish the time we have with 

each other

-continue to reach out and con-

nect with others (while practicing 

social distancing!)

-don’t lose hope

-stay strong

-stay healthy

-stay positive

-follow this list :)

OVS Fireside Chats
By Aaron Wolf

Screenshot from The first virtual campout
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As a journalist, it is typical to do some research on a person before inter-
viewing them, so you know what you’re getting into, as well as finding 
material for questions. Sometimes you find very little or vapid information, 
and sometimes you find a bounty of fascinating and bizarre content that 
every journalist would love to get their hands on. 

When I googled Charlotte Ercoli Coe, it was immediately clear that I 
had found the latter. Her Twitter feed was filled to the brim with stories 
of her “mafia dad” and how her classmate in high school’s capstone was 
about how to “shred in League of Legends.” It was clear that she was a 
storyteller— which is what she does for a profession.

Instead of traditional stories, however, she narrates with visuals. 

Charlotte Coe took her post-OVS life to the film industry. “I moved to 
Los Angeles and immediately began working as hard as I could to become 
a director,” she said. Charlie has taken on a variety of roles in the business, 
including acting, editing, and even working as crew. 

However, gaining such a broad experience in the field hasn’t always 
been exactly glamorous. “I’ve eaten scary amounts of shady Japanese take-
out in my car while listening to music,” Charlie revealed. “It’s a nauseating 
and wonderful activity.”  But her real talent comes with her vision, which 
has gained her success in the short film world.

One of her more recent accolades is a film called Lip Service, which was 
accepted for the South by Southwest (SXSW) film festival, which is no 
small feat. As the first real film that she was hired to cut, her excitement 
was clearly evident. 

“A film that I edited got accepted into SXSW. How cool am I?” she said. 

To answer her question: pretty cool, especially provided that in 2015 
SXSW only accepted 250 films out of 7,300 submissions. Charlie 

also directed the visually stunning advertisement for Chloe Sevigny’s 
fragrance brand, bringing a creative vintage feel to it. In addition to her 
success with this film and direction, Charlie has gone on tour with her 
musical heroes, worked with Gucci and more that have all added to her 
varied and impressive repertoire. 

“[Working with Gucci] was the coolest thing I’ll ever do probably,” she 
said.

Charlie, however, accredits much of her success to the skills she learned 
at OVS. One big takeaway that she had from high school was work ethic. 
“It was the hardest work I’ve ever had to do to this day. So you guys are 
going to be in fantastic shape when you leave. Take it from a survivor,” 
Charlie said, offering her advice to anyone reading this article.

Charlie said that the notoriously difficult yet transformative World 
History class with Fred Alvarez brought about a mindset that she uses to 
this day. “I always try to access that ‘World History mindset’ to assist me 
in evolving into the next level of insanity/strength,” she added. 

When asked where she wished to be in five years, Charlie had a resolute 
answer. “I’d like to have had at least one theatrical release so I can stop this 
nonsense and settle into old age,” she explained, despite being in her early 
twenties. That said, she mentioned a project that was in the works, putting 
her one step closer to her goal. “A movie I’ve written is in development 
at the moment,” Charlie elaborated. “I just want to see it on the big screen 
already.” 

Especially as graduation nears closer, Charlie expressed her advice for 
students that are going through the same things that she has. 

“Try and think about what it is you love doing as early as you can,” she 
stated. “I knew what I wanted to be since I was 8 years old and I think that’s 
one of the greatest advantages I’ve had in life.” It is clear that this steadfast 
mindset has paid off for her. She concluded, “The most lost people I know 
lack passion, and obsession over a ‘thing.’ Get obsessed. Download as 
much information as you want into your mind. It’s free. And have empathy. 
Have a lot of that.” 

The Story of an artist
By sebastian Wayman-dalo

Latest video:
Ovs Teachers Get ROasted #3

Recent posts featured
page 7 & 8
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Evening runs
By Bella Slosberg

Sundays are long runs.

I usually end up doing them in the evening much 
later than I should. I tell myself I’m being strategical 
and avoiding the heat, but if that was true I would run 
in the morning (that RARELY happens). In reality, my 
procrastination and dread for long runs are the reason 
why my long runs happen in the evening.

Yesterday though, my run was pleasant. I never 
thought I’d say these words, but it was almost enjoy-
able.

Around 7:55 I told myself, “Bella, get up, you’re 
running.” I grabbed my headphones, running watch, a 
headlamp, and started to run.

It was cool weather.

My music was good.

It was dark to the point where I could see my shoes 
and three feet ahead of me, but nothing else.

I had no light to see my watch screen, so I just ran. I 
didn’t constantly check to see my mileage or pace, or 
how much time I had left: I simply just ran.

And then there were the shadows.

What I’m going to say next will sound like some 
philosophical bs but while I was running it totally 
made sense, if you’re a runner, you know that the 
mind starts to lose sanity after about five miles.

The newly set sun and distant street lights served as 
an invitation for three shadows to join me. One ran 
about four feet behind me, one right by my side, and 
one ran far in front of me.

I stared at the three shadows for a good twenty min-
uets because, like I said, running is a tedious thing that 
causes a bit of insanity, and I started to think.

I thought about my progress with running, the strug-
gles I’ve faced with it, where I am, and where I want 
to be.

The shadow behind me represented where I started: 
my first time running without someone forcing me to 
do it, the first time I competed in a race, and all of the 
first steps I took in my running journey.

The middle shadow right next to me represented 
where I am now: I am not in as great of shape as I was 
at my peak, but I’m in better shape that when I started. 
I am working to improve my skills.

The shadow in front of me represents where I want 
to be: my goals, the times I want to achieve, races I 
want to compete in, and mental toughness that I want 
to acquire with my running.

On my evening long run, in my philosophical state, I 
stared ahead and placed one foot in front of the other, 
in a rhythmical pattern, as I chased down my running 
goals and the shadow that ran ahead of me.

a still from charlie’s chloe sevigny fragrance ad
via charlotteercoli.com

an edited image of charlie displaying her unique and captivating artistic style
via charlotteercoli.com



they keep saying that as time passes, 
it gets harder. but for me, it had become 
easier, simpler, more tangible

      -

I sat in my backyard yesterday at two 
o’clock in the afternoon while the wind 
was still and the sky was baby blue.

I sunk my feet into the damp grass, sat-
isfying to my callused feet. 

a chai tea in hand; I slowly, with a 
green straw, stirred my drink with the ice 
that acted like it was one figure.

content.

but then the wind came, unexpected, 
abrupt.

It stirred the scorched leaves from the 
early summer sun and had rested in the 
dirt.

the pink peppercorns and the pine nee-
dles fell from the trees.

on the outside, it looked like the wind 
disturbed the plants, the grass, and bright 

orange marigolds that sit in the corner of 
the garden

but I stared longer at each aspect of my 
backyard, the wind melded everything 
together.

the trees swayed together and the tall 
strands of grass danced with it.

harmony.

       -

It was hard for me to cope with a life 
that seemed stagnant at the time,

still like the wind that was not present 
when I sipped my chai tea.

but I find joy in the little things like the 
birds chirping as I rise from my bed in 
the morning or the luck that I have after 
winning my fifth cribbage game.

of course, I still wear a backpack of 
burdens that I impose on myself but 
that’s what it means to be human.

serenity.
photo credit: designlovefest.com

By Olivia Brown
The wind gives me faith

Letter From The editor

v

Another Mini
by Adam Pepper-Macias

1 2 3 4

5

6

7

Across
1. Radar irregularity
5. Make less severe
6. summer drinks suffix
7. Siberian refusal

Down
1. Surname of a character 

played by Rowan Atkinson
2. Laird’s counterpart
3. Alternative to the ssat
4. Unwanted rodent
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crosswords
A Mini
by Sebastian Wayman-Dalo

Across
1. Nighttime attire, Abbr.
4. OVS grad
5. Yam-related mascot
6. “Fight Club” actor Jared
7. Storage brand, or the end-

ing of a letter

Down
1. Ex-planet
2. Karate cousin
3. Platform you might write 

“OMG” on
4. Popular battle royale vid-

eogame _____ legend
5. Cal Poly suffix

1 2 3

4

5

6

7

I joined journalism as a sophomore be-
cause I enjoyed writing and thought this new 
form might be fun for me to try.

I never thought that it would become the 
class I looked forward to every day, that the 
experiences I had would teach me how pow-
erful of a thing it is to tell people’s stories, 
and I especially didn’t think the essay that 
got me in to college would be about what 
journalism has meant to me over the past 3 
years.

When Mr. Alvarez asked me to be the ed-
itor, I didn’t know if I was cut out for it. I’d 
worked with two incredibly talented female 
editors in the years before me, and besides 
worrying if I could do the job as well as they 
did, I thought that most of all I would miss 
the fun part - the reporting, the writing.

And I did at times, but what I came to love 
this year was something entirely different. 
Every time I published a story, I was proud 
of it. Moreso than I ever had been even with 
my own stories. 

We take an incredibly hands-on,  learn by 
doing approach in teaching new journalists 
how to write. Out of our team of 9 journal-
ists this year, 8 of them had never written 
like this before. From the first day of class 

until the last, we assigned stories to them, we 
frustrated them, we demanded professional-
ism and skill, and they did not disappoint.

They worked constantly, and they worked 
hard. I never fully understood what anyone 
could really get out of being a teacher, a di-
rector, a coach; but now I think I do. Being 
able to see each person’s progress from their 
first story until their last was amazing, and 
quite honestly inspiring.

To Olivia, Aaron, Sebastian, Megan, 
Bella, Mulan, Adam, James, and Oliver: 
thank you for your unwavering dedication 
this year. You taught me that being a jour-
nalist is being a part of a team - and we made 
an incredible team. I couldn’t be more proud 
of what we accomplished.

To Mr. Alvarez: thank you for introducing 
me to all of this. It has shaped me into who I 
am today and I’m not sure where I would be 
headed if it weren’t for you.

I will forever be grateful for the time I 
spent in that little newsroom of ours. Thank 
you to everyone who was there with me.

Your humble editor,
  Avery Colborn

the 2018 journalism crew 
photo by emma gustafson (oth editor in chief ‘18)

the [partial] 2020 journalism crew 
photo by adam pepper-macias


