
March 12, 2020

COVID-19 ANNOUNCEMENT

Dear OVS Families:

We continue to closely monitor the spread of the COVID-19 virus. There are now two cases in
Ventura County and the health department is recommending that schools prepare for social
distancing, which means remaining out of crowded settings and maintaining distance from
others.

This is a fluid situation, and our goal remains to protect the community from illness while
minimizing potential disruption to teaching and learning. In an abundance of caution, we are
postponing the upcoming Family Weekend at Lower Campus to avoid potential exposure to the
virus. All-School assemblies and other large gatherings will also be suspended or modified.

At this time, academic classes, outdoor education, and sports will continue. However, we are
preparing to move to alternative learning methods, including online classes, in the event the
situation worsens. We encourage parents to prepare for this potential transition as well, and we
will provide more detailed information on the remote learning plan by academic division.

For now, as we look ahead to Spring Break, we strongly advise families to avoid international
travel and carefully consider domestic travel to areas with confirmed cases of COVID-19. As a
school, we will be taking the following steps to reduce the potential for exposure:

Any students or employees traveling to countries for which the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) has issued specific travel warnings will not be permitted to return until
they have been isolated off-campus for a minimum of two weeks following their arrival in
the United States. Students and families must engage in this period of self-quarantine
away from our two campuses. Families are encouraged to regularly check the CDC
website for up-to-date travel advisories, as well as updates from the health department:

cdc.gov/travel/notices
ventura.org/covid19
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Students or employees traveling to areas within the U.S. known to have confirmed
COVID-19 cases may also need to self-quarantine for a minimum of two weeks for the
protection of the school community.

To avoid this potential disruption, Ojai Valley School will offer accommodations for
resident students (grades 5-12) to minimize exposure to COVID-19, but if possible
please try to make accommodations for your student now.

The Lower Campus Spring Break trip to Italy has been canceled.

We understand and regret the inconvenience this poses for some individuals in our community.
At the same time, we have an obligation to follow the recommendations of the CDC, and to act
in the best interests of the entire school community and those in the Ojai Valley who are
vulnerable to COVID-19 due to their age or pre-existing health conditions.
As the situation evolves and changes, so too will our protocols in consultation with the CDC
and the Ventura County Department of Public Health. 

We will continue to take preventative steps, including frequently cleaning classrooms, offices,
bathrooms and dining areas. All students and staff members are advised to stay home if they
are exhibiting fever, cough, or shortness of breath. Remember to use basic cold and flu
precautions every day, including covering coughs, washing hands with soap and water, using
hand sanitizer, and throwing away tissues after use. 

We are thankful to everyone who has been working to address this current situation, most
especially our dedicated OVS Health Center staff. We know there is understandable anxiety
about COVID-19 and the uncertainty that it poses. We have faced emergencies in the recent
past, and we know how capable we are if we work together.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Hall-Mounsey
President/CEO

Ojai Valley School | 723 El Paseo Road | Ojai | CA | 93023
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