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OJAI VALLEY SCHOOL 
723 El Paseo Road 

Ojai, California 93023 
(805) 646-5593 

 
 
February 2017 
 
Dear OVS families: 
 
The school philosophy and mission is contained in the words Integer Vitae, 
meaning wholeness of life, symmetry and soundness of life, and therefore 
strength and poise of life.  To accommodate the school philosophy, every 
effort is made to create a warm family environment conducive to learning and 
growing. 
 
To maintain this environment, students and their parents must agree to 
maintain the highest level of integrity. In the coming academic year, we 
expect students to become active participants in the life of the school and take 
advantage of the educational experiences provided inside and outside the 
classroom. The core values of the school include honesty, academic integrity, 
and respect for individuals and personal property. Each student is asked to live 
within the guidelines and rules outlined in this handbook. 
 
Please read the handbook carefully with your son or daughter to better 
understand the school’s rules and expectations, especially concerning 
behavior and disciplinary procedures. Please sign and return the Pledge of 
Responsibility assuring your commitment to our community.  
 
Students are presented with a wide variety of experiences through their 
academic and co-curricular studies at Ojai Valley School. These activities 
allow students to explore their interests and abilities; to know themselves, and 
to develop an appreciation and respect for other people on a global scale.  We 
look forward to the upcoming academic year, and appreciate the commitment 
of students and their parents to uphold the values and expectations at the core 
of the OVS philosophy for the past 106 years. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

 
Michael J. Hall-Mounsey 
President/CEO 
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I. BUSINESS: Providing tools and useful information to help families 

navigate the Ojai Valley School community.  
 

A. COMMMUNICATION 
 

The main school phone number is (805) 646-5593.  Office hours are 
generally 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  We also have a 
Voice Mail system. Please refer to our website, www.ovs.org, for a full 
list of e-mails for teacher and dorm parent staff.   
 
Most students use their cell phones to stay in touch with parents and 
friends. Students using calling cards to handle their long distance 
telephone needs must arrange with resident counselors or advisor to use 
the school phones to make calls. If your child’s phone needs a U.S. sim 
card to function while at school, please supply one before arrival.  Feel 
free to call the office and leave a message for your student to call home. 

 
B. BUSINESS OFFICE 

 
The Business Office has a separate telephone line, (805) 640-2575, and 
fax line, (805) 640-2593, for all accounts and billing information.  This 
number is to be used exclusively for business matters. 

 
 
OTHER USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

 
   

  

OVS E-mail ovs@ovs.org 
OVS Website http://www.ovs.org 
Business Office (805) 640-2575 
Fax Machine, Business Office (805) 640-2593 
Upper Campus (805) 646-5593 
Fax Machine, Upper Campus (805) 933-1096  

 Lower Campus (805) 646-1423 
Fax Machine, Lower Campus (805) 640-2588 
Fax Machine, Admission Office (805) 646-0362 
Health Center   (805) 646-1423 ext. 1238 
OVS Transportation (805) 640-2591 ext. 3030 
Ventura Transit/Smart 
Shuttle 

(805) 482-0202 
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C. PERMISSION FORMS 
 

The school requires written permission on file from parents or guardians 
for the following: 

 
Pledge of Responsibility  
Visitation Rights Form 
Student Emergency Contact Information and Medical Release 
Medical Questionnaire 
Medical Insurance and Credit Card Information 
Physical Exam Form 
Activity Release Form 
Technology Acceptable Use Policy and Pledge  
Concussion Information 
Sudden Cardiac Arrest Information 

 
D. SUNDRY ACCOUNTS 

 
The sundry account is set up for the convenience of the student and 
his/her parents.  It is to be used by the students to purchase materials sold 
in the student store and for other school-related charges such as 
miscellaneous transportation, camping, etc. The Business Office mails 
statements monthly. The balance due must be paid within 30 days or a 
student’s charging privileges may be suspended. 
 
Funds for other than school-related items should not be requested from 
the sundry account. Students may deposit funds in a personal account and 
then make withdrawals when funds are needed. A $50.00 per week limit 
is set unless authorized by the Head of School, Upper Campus. 
 
We suggest that a checking/debit account or weekly allowance be 
established at the beginning of the school year.  Because spending habits 
vary, this matter should be discussed with your student. A recommended 
amount on a trial basis would be $30.00 to $50.00 per week. 

 
E. STUDENT STORE 

 
School supplies and sundry items are available for sale at the student 
store and may be charged to the student’s sundry account. All resident 
students have a laundry allowance of $7.00 per week that they may 
withdraw from the Student Store. 
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F. MAIL 

 
Letters to students should be sent in care of the school, marked Upper 
Campus, Ojai Valley School, 723 El Paseo Road, student mailbox 
number, Ojai, California 93023. 
 
Packages to students should be sent in care of the school, marked Upper 
Campus, Ojai Valley School 510 Country Club Drive, student mailbox 
number, Ojai, California 93023. 
 
There is no weekend mail delivery on campus. 

 
G. KEYS 

 
Students will be issued a dorm room key on opening day. Should the key 
be lost, the second key issued will require a $30.00 charge for re-keying 
the lock. Unauthorized duplication of school keys is a serious violation 
of school policy. 

 
H. TRAVEL 

 
Parents must make airline reservations and ticket purchases. Please refer 
to the school calendar for beginning and returning times for breaks. 
Any departure from this schedule may be construed as being absent 
without permission.  
 
A student who departs early or returns late to school for vacations and 
misses academic classes may have his or her grade lowered by a 
minimum of one percent for each class period missed. 
 
No school transportation is provided for home weekends. It is the 
responsibility of  the student for the following: 
 

1. Return to campus on Sunday by 7:00 p.m. 
2. Engage and pay for private local transportation (taxies and 

buses); these fees may not be charged to the student’s sundry 
account. 

 
 
II. RESIDENT LIFE: Learning to live independently as well as 

integrating into a community. 
 

A. GENERAL INFORMATION:  
 

1. Students should bring their own pillow, sheets, blankets, towels, 
bedspreads, and reading lamp. 
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2. The only electrical appliances allowed in rooms are lamps, 

radios, fans, electrical clocks, blow dryers, stereos and 
computers.  Other appliances require the permission of the Head 
of School. Seniors, with permission, may have small 
refrigerators in their rooms.  Appliances kept in the rooms 
without permission may be confiscated. Misuse of appliances 
may also result in their confiscation. 

 
3. Fire department regulations restrict the use of extension 

cords and only allow for the use of power bars with built-in 
circuit breakers. In order to be in compliance with fire, safety, 
and school policy, halogen lights are prohibited and all electrical 
appliances must be UL (Underwriters Laboratories) listed. 

 
4. Students are not allowed in another student’s room without a 

resident of that room being present or having permission from 
both residents of that room. 

 
5. Students should provide their own lock box or their own trunks 

in which to keep valuables. The school will not be responsible 
for lost or damaged student property. 

 
6. The Ojai Valley School retains censorship rights regarding 

appropriate room decoration, use of sound equipment and 
appropriateness of electrical appliances.  Alcoholic beverages, 
tobacco containers and drug paraphernalia are not considered 
appropriate room decorations and are prohibited (see “Major 
Offenses”).  In addition, posters extolling the use of alcohol, 
tobacco and drugs are not permitted.  Candles, incense or other 
combustibles are not allowed in rooms at anytime.  Pornographic 
material is expressly prohibited. 

 
7. Electronics (i.e., computers, game systems, handheld games, cell 

phones and other similar devices) can be a distraction from 
academic study and disruptive to sleep patterns. Therefore the 
use of electronics may be restricted at the discretion of the dorm 
counselor or administration. Having electronics in a dorm room 
is an earned privilege that can be revoked. 

 
(a) Grade 9 and 10 resident students may not game on 

computers and are not permitted to have a game system 
at school, nor can they play on anyone else’s computer 
or game system during the academic week. They may 
be invited to play at appropriate times on the weekends, 
only if at least one of the occupants of the room is 
present. 
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(b) Grade 11 and 12 resident students in good academic 
standing must request permission from their dorm 
counselor before bringing a game system into their 
dorm and to verify they may use a computer for gaming 
during non-academic times. 

(c) Students are not allowed to play games or watch 
movies after lights out. 

 
 

8. Use of video, DVD or computer games is not allowed during the 
academic day or during designated study hours. Age appropriate 
gaming activities should be used only at designated free time. 

 
9. Students are financially responsible for any damage done to 

school property.  A statement of charges will be included on the 
sundry account. 

 
B. DORM HOURS  

 
TYPICAL WEEKDAY SCHEDULE: 
 
7:00 a.m.-8:00 a.m. Breakfast and Crew Jobs   

8:10 a.m.-5:15 p.m. Academic Day (including 
Tutoring, Classes, Sports and Activities) 

6:00 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Dinner 
7:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m. Study Hall  
10:00 p.m.  Room Check/Lights Out 
 
On weekends, students must be in their rooms and quiet by 11:00 p.m. 

 
C. DORM BOUNDARIES   

 
In the boys’ dorm area, girls are allowed to be in or around the cafeteria 
and the Boney Bean Courtyard during lunch and dinner. In the girls’ 
dorm area, boys are allowed during weekends to be in the lounge as 
scheduled.  During the academic week, boys are not allowed beyond the 
bottom of the girls’ dorm front steps except as scheduled to be open 
during actual class time. All other areas of the dorms are off limits.  
 
GIRLS ARE NOT ALLOWED IN A BOY’S ROOM; BOYS ARE NOT 
ALLOWED IN A GIRL’S ROOM. This regulation applies to relatives 
other than parents. Students hosting or visiting members of the 
opposite sex in dorm rooms are in violation of a major school rule.  
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D. RESPONSIBILITIES/CREW JOBS/LAPS   

 
Students are expected to leave their rooms neat, clean, and presentable 
(bed made, clothing put away, desks in order) by 8:00 a.m. on weekdays, 
10:00 a.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.  In addition, they perform an 
assigned crew job each day.  These jobs are determined by the resident 
counselor and checked each morning by a student leader. It is the 
responsibility of the student to see that his/her job is covered when away 
on weekends and on camping trips. Students who do not meet these 
obligations will receive laps or other consequence(s). 

 
E. STUDENT LEADERS                       

 
Student Leaders are chosen by the Head of School to take on 
responsibilities and to act as aides to the faculty and the resident 
counselors. Their responsibilities, above and beyond normal everyday 
duties, include overseeing dorm wings and proctoring study halls. They 
have authority over other students and are expected to uphold and enforce 
school rules.  

 
F. MEDICAL ITEMS 

 
Students/parents must report all prescriptions and/or medications, 
including vitamins and supplements to the nurse. Resident Counselors 
and staff will administer all student medications and maintain a log of all 
dispersed medication. 
 

 
G. FIRE REGULATIONS 

 
Fire regulations must be observed by all students in accordance with 
Policies set forth by the school administration under guidance of the 
Ventura County Fire Department. 

 
H. SIGN IN/SIGN OUT 

 
In order for the school to keep track of students, resident students who 
leave campus must follow proper sign out and check in procedures. 

 
I. OFF CAMPUS FOOD ORDERS 

 
Students are normally permitted to order food delivery to campus on 
Wednesday from 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., Friday 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., 
Saturday and Sunday 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Students are financially 
responsible for all food ordered and appropriate gratuities for the 
delivering party.  All food deliveries to campus must be delivered to the 
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Front Office and students should be present at the time of delivery so as 
not to delay the driver. 
 

 
III. DAY STUDENTS: Learning to participate and contribute to the 

school and the broader community in Ojai. 
 

A. SCHOOL LIFE 
 

Day students are expected to take part in all aspects of school life, 
including camping trips and field trips. Although they are required to 
remain on campus until the end of their athletic commitment, they are 
encouraged to stay for dinner and through evening study hall. Day 
students may not leave campus during the day without special permission 
from the Head of School or his designated representative. 

 
B. CREW JOBS 

 
Day students are responsible for cleaning the cafeteria, day student 
lounge and various other jobs after lunch. This duty is assigned on a 
rotating basis.  
 
C. DAY STUDENT LOUNGE 
 
Day students are provided a lounge in Burr Hall that is available for study 
or quiet time during the academic day. A small refrigerator is provided so 
that day students may bring their own snacks and/or drinks. The Day 
Student Lounge is only for Day Student use.  Additionally, lockers are 
provided for the day students to store their books, supplies and daypacks. 
Day students must supply their own locks if they wish to lock their 
locker. 

 
D. STUDY HALL  

 
Day student underclassmen may be required to be in study hall during 
their study periods. They should use the library as a study area ONLY 
and not as a place to congregate. The girls dorm lounge is open for 
students to congregate during the academic day as long as they are in 
good academic standing. 

 
E. ABSENCE/ATTENDANCE 

 
Parents must call the school between 8:00 a.m. and 8:45 a.m. to let the 
school secretary know that their child will be absent. It is the student’s 
responsibility to request and make up assignments. (See Section IV, B-2 
“Absence,” under COMMUNITY LIFE)   
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F. AUTOMOBILES   
 

Day students who drive to school must place their car keys in the office 
upon their arrival and may pick them up at the end of the academic day.  
(See Section IV, H “Automobiles,” under COMMUNITY LIFE)   
 
G.  STUDENT LEADERS 

 
Day student leaders will be appointed by the Head of School and will be 
responsible for organizing and monitoring day student responsibilities 
and activities.  

 
H.  OVERNIGHT      

 
Day students are also welcome to stay overnight in the dorms and to eat 
meals in the cafeteria, provided they make arrangements by 6:00 p.m. with 
the resident counselor on duty.  Parents/Guardians must notify the school 
office of plans for any overnight stay. 
 
It is understood that when day students remain on campus after the end of 
the school day they are then subject to the rules that apply to resident 
students. Thus, if they are on campus for the weekend, they must sign out 
in the weekend book for town and trips. 

 
 

IV. COMMUNITY LIFE: Learning to strive for excellence in our daily 
lives in the classroom and in our co-curricular activities. 

 
A. CLOTHING AND GROOMING 

 
Ojai Valley School expects all students to show good sense and taste in 
determining dress and grooming. The school regards clothing from a 
practical viewpoint and is basically concerned with the condition, 
cleanliness, and protective qualities of a student’s wardrobe. The 
discretion of the staff will be the determining factor in specific decisions 
when needed, however there are some general guidelines to be followed. 
 
The purpose of these standards is to establish and maintain an 
appropriate educational environment that encourages students to perform 
well, conduct themselves properly, and feel confident. Support of these 
dress standards is a team effort, requiring parent and teacher 
involvement and support in order to provide consistency. Our goal is to 
define Dress Standard criteria that are easily understood, easily 
enforced, and respectful of individual choice.  
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1. General Dress Regulations 
 

a. For Dress Dinner and special occasions: 
 
Girls:  Conservative dresses or skirts (fingertip in length or 
longer) and blouses or dress slacks/suits, and blouse. Dress shoes 
should be functional to move about our rural campus.   Daytime 
makeup rules apply. 

 
Boys:  Sports jackets, dress slacks, dress shirt, tie, socks and 
dress shoes. 
 
b. For school and regular occasions: 

 
Boys and girls will be neat and clean at all times.  Torn, ragged, 
oversized clothing and tops exposing the navel or tops that just 
reach the waist and rise when the arms are lifted are not considered 
appropriate attire. Girls’ tops should provide full coverage; sleeveless 
blouses should have a shoulder strap not less than 1½ to 2 inch width. 
Shorts should provide full coverage on to the thigh.  Pant waistbands 
should be at waist level and undergarments should not be exposed. 
Tank tops, bathing suits, sweatpants, pajama bottoms and rubber flip 
flops are not appropriate clothing for classes and off-campus trips.  Hats, 
caps, and/or dark glasses may not be worn indoors. 
 
On some occasions, students are asked to wear Spirit Wear for ease of 
group identification and safety.  On other special days, students may be 
asked to dress up. Spirit Wear is available for purchase in the student 
store and during new-student registration. 

 
2.  Grooming 

 
The school recognizes that fashion is part of life. With this in mind, 
we offer students the following guidelines: 
 
Students in all grades should be neatly groomed with conservative 
haircuts so that it is easy and pleasant to make eye contact during 
communication.  Hair should be of one natural* color.   
 

a. Girls:  Other than conservative ear piercing, no other 
piercing is allowed. Girls may wear light cover up to conceal 
blemishes, light eye makeup, and neutral-colored lip-gloss.  
Heavy, bright, or dramatic makeup colors are not allowed for 
any student on any day other than as required for 
performances. 
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b. Boys:  No body piercing whatsoever. 
 
c. Any tattoos, including henna for either boys or girls 
must be covered.  

  
Student’s attire and appearance should, when first viewed, 
be considered conservative.   
 
*Natural color means within the color range of the individual’s 
natural hair color. 

 
3. Appropriate Clothing and Grooming 

 
Students not adhering to dress standards will be asked to change into 
appropriate clothing or remedy their grooming before continuing 
classes or activities. Day students must be able to remedy the issue 
on campus or return home to do so.  

 
4. Athletic Dress 

 
T-shirts, shorts, socks, etc. will be sold at the school store.  Coaches 
will inform students of required clothing. 
 
5. Required Outdoor Gear  

 
 A wide variety of extended camping and backpacking trips are taken 

throughout the school year, with the first trip leaving shortly after the 
opening of school.  A full list of required equipment is listed on our 
website: https://www.ovs.org/parents/resources/ Many of the items 
may be purchased from the Ojai Valley School Student Store.   
 
Each student must arrive to the opening of school with the 
required camping equipment. Every student is required to 
participate in the Outdoor Education program and will 
spend multiple nights away from campus.  The equipment 
required for participation is necessary for both comfort and 
safety.  Please call the school if you have any questions 
regarding necessary camping equipment.  This equipment 
will also serve as part of the school’s preparedness for major 
disasters. 

 
Items needed are: 
• three-season mummy sleeping bag (good to 20 degrees 

F or -6 degrees C) 
• ground cloth and sleeping pad 
• one or two quart screw top water bottles 
• insulated plastic cup, plastic bowl, fork and spoon 
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• internal or external framed backpack 
• day pack, and small flashlight 
• strong pair of waterproof hiking boots 
• three-season tent  

 
6. Recommended Personal Items 
 

Students should bring the following items: 
• two-week supply of clothing 
• athletic or tennis shoes 
• raincoat and cold weather gear 
• sheets, pillow cases, towels, and wash cloths 
• desk lamp 
• laptop computer 

 
B. CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR & ACADEMIC RESPONSIBILTY  

 
Students who attend Ojai Valley School are expected to meet each of 
their classes on time and be prepared with books and other necessary 
supplies. Students are expected to afford their instructors and peers the 
respect necessary for the completion of a successful class period. If for 
some reason a student is not able to attend class it is the student’s 
responsibility for material covered in class as well as homework. 
 
Absence: A student is allowed a maximum of seven (7) absences 
(excused) per course per semester.  If he/she exceeds that number of 
absences, grades may be lowered or credit may be withheld in the courses 
involved.  

 
C. USE OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

 
With sensitivity to diversity of the school community, its culture and in 
preparation for college, all students are expected to speak English when 
in common areas and when others who do not speak their language are 
present.  This expectation applies to the dorm, the sports field/court, the 
dining hall, as well as during the school day. 

 
There are three reasons for this expectation: 
a) It integrates the international students into the larger student body; 
b) It facilitates improvement in conversational English; 
c) It keeps with our theme of respect for those with whom you live.  As 

many international students themselves know, it is uncomfortable to 
be in a room where others are speaking a language with which they 
are not familiar. 
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D. ATHLETIC RESPONSIBILITY AND ELIGIBILITY 
 

Because of our school size, the commitment of each of our students is 
necessary for us to participate in the Condor League athletic program. 
 
Early in the year we will determine in which sports we will participate 
and how many teams we will field. It is important then that a student 
determine his or her interests and be willing to participate either as an 
athlete or support person throughout the season.  Students not 
participating in an interscholastic team will be required to assist in 
hosting teams and/or field/game management.  These duties may require 
students to remain on campus during a weekend until contests are 
concluded. Poor academic performance may bring into question a 
student’s use of after school hours for participation on an athletic team. 

 
E. CELL PHONES 

 
Students are allowed to use cell phones only under the following 
conditions and as directed by staff: 
 
On campus, students may only use cell phones during non-academic 
times.  Weekend use is at the discretion of the weekend supervisor.  Cell 
phones must be registered with the Front Office.  Cell phones used 
improperly (not in accordance with the spirit of the above guidelines) will 
be confiscated. Students may only have one active cell phone. 
 
Cell phones are used as part of our instant contact network and provide 
for campus security and safety. 

 
F. WEEKENDS 

 
Students have an opportunity to become active participants in resident life 
by initiating and joining weekend events. 
 
A weekend is that period of time from the end of the last commitment on 
Friday or Saturday (including sports) until Sunday at 7:00 p.m. Day 
students are encouraged, and at times required, to participate in weekend 
events. Seniors are assigned weekend duty on a rotating basis to help plan and 
execute the activities. 

 
1. All arrangements for weekend departures should be made 

with the school secretary by email upper@ovs.org, phone 
(805) 646-5593 or by fax at (805) 933-1096. 

 
2. Weekend plans must be made before Thursday noon. 
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3. Unless the student is being picked up by a member of the 

family, the parent or guardian should verify by Thursday 
noon that their student is coming home. 
 

4. Students visiting other families must have a written or 
electronic invitation from the host parents on file in the 
office before Friday noon. 

 
5. In addition to making weekend plans by Thursday, the 

student must sign out in the weekend sign-out book for 
ANY departure from campus on weekends and sign-in upon 
their return. 

 
6. Certain weekends are closed; students, parents and 

guardians should check the school calendar.  Seniors serve 
on one of the weekend teams and are expected on campus 
for their duties. 

 
7. A student must be in good academic and social standing and 

have NO OUTSTANDING LAPS in order to go home for 
weekends or leave campus for non-school functions. 

 
G. GUESTS 

       
In the case of visits from friends other than relatives, the student must 
obtain permission from the Head of School or his designated 
representative for any proposed visit. Arrangements for overnight guests 
must be made with the Front Office.  Because of various athletic, 
recreational and academic field trips, it is advisable to call in advance. 
Any overnight guest is subject to the rules for resident students. Weekday 
visits are not encouraged.  
 
Former students who have not graduated from OVS should refrain from 
visiting until after their class has graduated. Alumni are always welcome 
as long as they do not disturb school programs.                                                        

   
H. HEALTH CENTER 

  
Students who are ill may only be excused from class attendance by the 
school nurse.  Students who are ill should check with a resident counselor 
to contact the Health Center.  Emergencies will be dealt with as they 
occur.  
 
Students who do not attend classes due to poor health must adhere to 
medical restrictions and may not participate in athletic activities without 
approval from the Health Center and the Head of School. 
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I. AUTOMOBILES 

 
Only day students are allowed to have automobiles on campus subject to 
the Head of School’s approval. NO BOARDING STUDENT MAY 
KEEP OR USE A CAR ON OR OFF CAMPUS WHILE UNDER 
SCHOOL JURISDICTION. A boarding student under school jurisdiction 
may not ride in a car driven by another boarding student.   
 
Individual student’s riding permission is based on consent indicated on 
the vehicle permission form. Unless otherwise indicated on the vehicle 
permission form, your child will be restricted to riding in school vehicles 
or vehicles driven by authorized school personnel. 
 
Day students’ cars are to be parked in designated areas upon arrival on 
campus in the morning and are NOT to be used until the end of the 
athletic commitment.  Car keys must be left in the office during the 
academic day.  Day students may not leave campus during the day 
without special permission from the Head of School or his designated 
representative.  Day student drivers must be cognizant of their speed 
while driving on sections of Reeves Road, as well as on the school road 
between the mailboxes and campus. 

 
J.   PUBLIC DISPLAY OF AFFECTION   

 
Students need to be aware that there is a time and a place for most things.  
Public displays of affection are inappropriate at OVS or any place school 
activities occur. To avoid any ambiguity, the following is considered 
acceptable: 

 
1. Hand-in-hand or arm-in-arm while walking or sitting side by 

side 
2. Quick hug “hello” or “good bye” 

 
K. PARENT VISITS 

 
Parental visits are welcomed by the school. It is helpful, however, if the 
times are restricted to weekdays after 4:30 p.m. or on weekends. If you 
wish to take your child off campus during a visit, you must always check 
out and back in with the appropriate resident counselor.   Arrangements 
for visits during the “academic hours” should be made with the school. 
               
During parental visits, students with a valid drivers license may drive 
their parent’s car with permission while off campus.  As the student is 
still under the jurisdiction of the school, parents must be in the car with 
the student AT ALL TIMES. 
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L. STUDENT COUNCIL 

 
The student council consists of representatives from each class, the ASB 
officers, the faculty, and administration.  ASB officers are elected in the 
spring of the prior year and class representatives are elected in the fall.  
They meet regularly to plan activities and discuss school needs.  

 
M. CYCLING, SKATEBOARDING, ROLLERBLADING 

 
Any student participating in the above activities needs to wear proper 
protective equipment (helmets, knee pads, elbow pads, and wrist guards) 
for that activity. These activities may only be done in areas approved by 
the faculty.  

 
N. WEAPONS 

 
Use or possession of any weapon is against school rules. This includes 
guns (real or play), knives (except folding camping knives), sling shots, 
and any other implement designed for or used to harm or threaten others. 

 
O. PETS 

 
Students are not permitted to have or keep pets on campus. Numerous 
domestic pets reside on campus with faculty and are available to students 
to play with and care for. 

 
 

V.   DISCIPLINE & BEHAVIOR: Demonstrating responsible decision 
making and developing responsible, ethical, adult-like behavior. 

 
A. HARASSMENT 

 
Students may not create a hostile environment for one another, which 
includes teasing, taunting, and/or harassment. A minimum of 20 laps will 
be received for a minor infraction of this nature. Violations of a more 
serious nature may result in harsher disciplinary action. Repeated 
violations will be treated as a major offense.  
 
B.  LAPS (DEMERITS) 

 
When a student fails to meet commitments, laps may be given as a 
consequence. The tradition of running laps has long since passed ~ they 
now stand for a unit of time. 
 

1. Laps will be posted and removed weekly. 
 



 19 

2. Resident students with more than four posted laps may not 
leave the campus until they are worked off. Day students 
with laps may not participate in off campus school 
recreational activities. 
 

3. Laps must be worked off on Saturday mornings. Carry over 
laps not worked off on Saturday may be worked off during 
the following week. Day students with laps must be 
present at the Saturday work period. 
 

4. If a student receives in excess of 75 laps during a quarter, 
he/she may expect to be placed on probation. An excess of 
150 laps for a semester or 200 laps for the year will result in 
a Disciplinary Advisory Committee (DAC) with the 
likelihood of dismissal. 

 
C. TOBACCO 

 
Use or possession of any form of tobacco is against school rules. Any 
student caught with tobacco may expect a minimum of 20 community 
service hours.   Repeated violations will be treated as a major offense. 

 
Use of electronic cigarettes using nicotine oil will be treated as a tobacco 
offense. 
 
Use of any form of tobacco that endangers the school community is 
considered a violation of a major school rule. 

 
D.  PROBATION AND SOCIAL/ACADEMIC CONTRACTS  

 
Probation and contracts involve written limitations placed upon a 
student’s academic and/or social behavior. The terms of probation or a 
contract are set by the Head of School and failure to meet the terms may 
result in a DAC meeting and in the student’s dismissal. 

 
E. MAJOR OFFENSES  

 
Ojai Valley School students are expected to behave in such a manner as 
to reflect credit to themselves and to the school. As stated in the school 
philosophy: 

  
“Towards the development of character, Ojai Valley School students 
are given responsibilities which relate to their personal lives and to 
school affairs. Students have an opportunity to learn, perhaps to fail, 
and to try again. With staff support and guidance, students begin to 
develop the knowledge and strength needed to make sound 
judgments.” 
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In recognition of the school’s responsibilities to the law and the school’s 
responsibilities to other members of the community, certain types of 
behavior are unacceptable to the school. These types of behavior are 
classified as “Major Offenses” and include the following: 

     
1. Violations of honesty, integrity, and consideration for other 
members of the school community, which include: 
 

a. Lying 
b. Cheating and Plagiarism 
c. Stealing/theft including use of credit card/personal codes 
d. Willful property damage or harm to oneself or another 

student or the threat to same  
e. Absence from school without official permission 
f. Disrespectful behavior 

 
2.  Violations involving drugs and alcohol, which include: 
   

a. Use and/or possession of any harmful drugs or 
chemicals/paraphernalia 

b. Use and/or possession of alcohol/paraphernalia 
c. Use and/or possession of marijuana/paraphernalia 

  
3. Violations involving explicit sex, which includes unauthorized 
visitation in the opposite sex dorm room. 
 
4. Violations of the Technology Acceptable Use Policy, including, 
but not limited to: 
 

a. Misuse of computer equipment 
b. Introduction of computer viruses 
c. Downloading or use of any software without prior school 

approval 
d. Unauthorized access of  “on-line” services  
e. Inappropriate use of electronic mailing services and/or 

social media 
f. Use of the Internet, computer software, or video games 

involving acts of violence, racial hatred, drugs, alcohol, 
or explicit sex 

 
F. DISCIPLINARY ACTION 

 
Any student or group of students involved with a major offense WILL 
MOST LIKELY BE DISMISSED from the Ojai Valley School 
community or face other disciplinary action. In the event of dismissal, 
the parents will not be refunded any portion of their tuition expenses 

https://www.ovs.org/campus-life/technology/
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after the opening day of school.  In order to avoid any possible 
misunderstanding between school officials and parents and students 
regarding major offenses and disciplinary action which may result, 
procedures exist: 

 
1. Prospective parents and students are informed by the Admissions 

staff during the admission interview as to what constitutes a 
major offense. 

 
2. As a condition of enrolling at Ojai Valley School, parents and 

students must sign the Student Handbook, which outlines major 
offenses. 

 
3.  Students are reminded as to what constitutes a major offense at 

the beginning and throughout the school year.  
 
G. PROCEDURES 

 
Ojai Valley School officials are aware of each student’s individual rights 
and, therefore, when a student does commit a major offense or is 
suspected of committing a major offense, the following occurs: 

 
1. When possible, the parents are called by the child and either the 

Head of School’s or his designated representative.  They are 
informed of the problem as it exists at the moment. 

 
2. The student is informed by the Head of School as to what 

procedure will follow. 
 
3. The Head of School will appoint faculty and students as members 

of the Disciplinary Advisory Committee, which will collect 
information regarding the major offense, including a full and 
complete hearing from the student involved.  Members of the 
Committee will develop a written recommendation for the Head 
of School’s final review. 

 
4. The Head of School will then meet with the student to discuss the 

final action, which will be taken. The student’s parents will be 
notified at this time of the results of the DAC. 

 
Ojai Valley School has sole discretion to act on information relating 
to major offenses. 
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VI. RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR & ATTITUDE 
 

Finally, we wish to point out to parents and students that the school 
expects a positive and responsible attitude toward academic, social, 
athletic, and community service obligations as well as responsible 
individual behavior as related to school rules. Study hours, homework, 
crew jobs, cafeteria clean-up, stable maintenance, grounds and classroom 
upkeep, and planning and participation in social and athletic functions are 
all part of the student’s training and involvement with the school. 
 
Ojai Valley School wishes to maintain the policy of trust and, in giving as 
much freedom as good sense dictates, the school expects that students 
will live up to our high expectations. 
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VII. PLEDGE OF RESPONSIBILITY 
 
Each student and parent or guardian must sign a pledge of responsibility 
which acknowledges reading, understanding and acceptance of the handbook, 
especially the sections on behavior and discipline.  

 
This pledge, as stated below, is a required form that must be signed by the 
student and parent, and submitted during the registration process prior to the 
start of school: 

 
We, the undersigned student and the parent/guardian of the student, have 
thoroughly read the applicable Ojai Valley School (“OVS”) Student 
Handbook.  We understand each section contained therein, and where there 
was a question, we contacted the OVS Head of School for clarification. We 
paid particular attention to the sections on Discipline and Responsible 
Behavior and Attitude. We will take full responsibility for our actions and 
note that in the event of absence, withdrawal or dismissal from OVS, no 
portion of the paid or outstanding “Charges,” as that term is defined in the 
Enrollment Contract, will be refunded, waived or cancelled, except as 
provided for in Section 1 of the Enrollment Contract. 
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OJAI VALLEY SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY 
 
 
Ojai Valley School’s philosophy is contained in the words Integer Vitae – 
meaning wholeness of life, symmetry of life, soundness of life, and, therefore, 
poise and strength of life.  To accommodate the school philosophy, every 
effort is made to create an atmosphere for students and staff that is conducive 
to learning and growing through the framework of a warm family 
environment. 
 
Guided by this stated philosophy, Ojai Valley School has as its goals and 
objectives the development of each student’s character through the 
advantageous use of Ojai’s natural surroundings, diverse educational 
community and a strong, professional staff.  More specifically, the goals and 
objectives for each student are outlined in the school philosophy as follows: 
 
•  Wholeness of life – Ojai Valley School students are presented with a wide 
variety of experiences through college preparatory studies, campus life, 
educational field trips, student activities, athletic programs, and outdoor 
education.  These activities allow students to explore the extent of their 
interests and abilities, to know themselves, and to develop an appreciation and 
respect for other people on a global scale. 
 
•  Symmetry of life – Ojai Valley School students are exposed to a well-
balanced program, both academic and social, with consistent standards set for 
each discipline and activity. 
 
•  Soundness of life – Towards the development of character, Ojai Valley 
School students are given responsibilities, which relate to their personal lives 
and to school affairs. Students have an opportunity to learn, perhaps to fail 
and to try again. With staff support and guidance, students begin to develop 
the knowledge and strength needed to make sound judgments. 
 
By the time Ojai Valley School students are ready to graduate they will have 
developed the academic strength, the character, and the self-confidence to 
meet life’s future challenges in an ever-changing world. 
 


