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School Philosophy
The philosophy of Ojai Valley School is contained in two words:  “Integer Vitae” - meaning wholeness 

of life, symmetry of life, soundness of life, and, therefore, poise and strength of life.  To accommo-

date the school philosophy, every effort is made to create an atmosphere for students and staff 

which is conducive to learning and growing through the framework of a warm family environment.

Guided by this stated philosophy, Ojai Valley School has as its goals and objectives the development 

of each student’s character through the advantageous use of Ojai’s natural surroundings, diverse 

educational community and a strong, professional staff.  More specifically, the goals and objectives 

for each student are outlined in the school philosophy as follows:

•  Wholeness of life - Ojai Valley School students are presented with a wide variety of experiences 

through college preparatory studies, campus life, educational field trips, student activities, athletic 

programs, and outdoor education.  These activities allow students to explore the extent of their 

interests and abilities; to know themselves, and to develop an appreciation and respect for other 

people on a global scale.

•  Symmetry of life - Ojai Valley School students are exposed to a well-balanced program, both aca-

demic and social, with consistent standards set for each discipline and activity.

•  Soundness of life - Towards the development of character, Ojai Valley School students are given 

responsibilities which relate to their personal lives and to school affairs. Students have an oppor-

tunity to learn, perhaps to fail and to try again. With staff support and guidance, students begin to 

develop the knowledge and strength needed to make sound judgments.

By the time Ojai Valley School students are ready to graduate they will have developed the aca-

demic strength, the character, and the self-confidence, to meet life’s future challenges in an ever-

changing world.
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Portrait of a Graduate
Under the guidance of dedicated teachers and dorm parents, OVS students 
are encouraged to explore their interests, know themselves, and develop 
an appreciation and respect for others on a global scale. By the time they 
graduate, they will have developed the academic strength, character, and 
confidence to meet life’s future challenges in an ever-changing world. 
Specifically, an Ojai Valley School graduate:

• is resourceful, creative, and disciplined; uses academic skills and  
    critical thinking to solve problems.
•  communicates confidently and articulately.
•  uses technology competently and responsibly.
•  appreciates cultural diversity and embraces global challenges.
•  is a steward of the environment; experiences, appreciates, and respects
    the natural world.
•  pursues a healthy, balanced lifestyle.
•  is an open-minded, reflective and principled risk-taker.
• acts with kindness, integrity, and humility; values collaboration and 
   teamwork.
•  will have flexibility to select from a broad range of colleges and universities.
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Dear prospective and current families,
The founders of Ojai Valley School, which was established in 1911, believed that children learned best through experience and sought to establish a 
school that would emphasize experiential learning and a love for the outdoors. That history and philosophy continue today. With nearly 300 students 
in grades pre-kindergarten to twelve, our school offers a challenging secondary and college-preparatory program with small classes led by a team of 
supportive and dedicated teachers, a diverse student body, and numerous opportunities to shine and grow in the arts, athletics, and the outdoors. 

This guide will provide a comprehensive and user-friendly introduction to our 6-12th grade curriculum, making it easy for you to navigate middle and 
high school course selections. We hope that the guide will answer many of your questions about the academic program, while giving students and 
parents a detailed picture of the diverse and challenging course offerings across the grade levels.

If you need additional assistance, please contact us.

Karen Morse      Carl Cooper
Head of School, Lower Campus     Head of School, Upper Campus
kmorse@ovs.org      csc@ovs.org

Myr Slosberg      Laurel Colborn
Dean of Studies, Lower Campus     Dean of Studies, Upper Campus
mslosberg@ovs.org      laurelcolborn@ovs.org
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Re-eNROllMeNT
Once admitted to Ojai Valley School, students need not re-apply for any grade. Students are offered re-enrollment in February based on their academic performance, 
behavior, and positive contributions to the school community. We expect students to become active participants in the life of the school and take advantage of the 
educational experiences provided inside and outside the classroom. Re-enrollment can be withheld if a student has not demonstrated the skills, effort, integrity, or 
responsible behavior we expect of all OVS students. 

acaDeMic PROGRaM, Grades 6-12
Ojai Valley School offers a challenging program of secondary and college preparatory academics, as well as numerous offerings in the fine and performing arts, sports, 
equestrian, technology, environmental science, and outdoor education. Under the guidance of dedicated teachers and dorm parents, OVS students are encouraged to 
explore their interests, know themselves, and develop an appreciation and respect for others on a global scale. Every effort is made to create a warm family environment 
conducive to learning and growing. 

GRaDiNG SySTeM
Ojai Valley School students receive academic and 
effort grades at the end of each semester. Students 
also receive quarterly grade evaluations, which are 
not part of their academic record but are intended to 
keep parents informed of their student’s progress in 
academic and co-curricular classes. 

GRaDe             ValUe 
A 4.00
A- 3.67
B+ 3.33
B 3.00
B- 2.67
C+ 2.33
C 2.00
C- 1.67
D+ 1.33
D 1.00
F 0.00

Please note, no grade of “A+”, or “D-“ exists for any of 
our graded material or records. At the high school level, 
AP and Honors grades are weighted with one extra grade 
point. A minimum of 3 in effort must be earned in order 
to receive the extra grade point in Honors and AP classes. 
Students receiving a grade less than B- or an effort grade 
less than 3 in Honor’s or AP classes may be questioned as 
to appropriate placement. A minimum of C- is required 
in sequential courses in order to continue. Grades below 
C- are not college recommending grades. Students will 
be placed on academic probation if their Grade Point 
Average (GPA) falls below 1.67. 

    

eFFORT GRaDiNG Scale
5 OUTSTANDING
4 GOOD
3 AVERAGE
2 POOR
1 UNACCEPTABLE
                   

RecOGNiTiON OF eXcelleNce
Each year, the faculty recognizes outstanding students for their contributions to the academic program, 
resident life, outdoor education, equestrian, and athletics. Top students are also honored with memorial 
awards based on their leadership and service to the OVS community. Students with a GPA of 4.0 or higher 
are recognized for the Honor Roll; students who achieve a 4.0 or higher for effort are recognized for the 
Effort Honor Roll. 
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curriculum Overview

The goals of the academic program in Middle School, 
grades six through eight, at Ojai Valley School are for 
students to be well prepared to enter high school, to 
develop the necessary social, ethical, and academic 
skills for a successful life, and to become productive 
members of the OVS community. The Middle School 
curriculum promotes self- respect, a positive attitude 
toward school and peers, and regard for human 
dignity. Teachers and administrators work to foster 
students’ potential, leadership, sense of responsibility, 
respect, honesty, and cooperation. Students are 
expected to play an integral role in their self- reliance 
and development as community members.

In structured classes, skills and concepts are 
introduced, practiced, reviewed, and evaluated using 
a variety of learning styles and teaching methods. The 
sixth grade is considered the grade of transition. Sixth 

graders have one teacher for language arts and social 
studies, and other teachers for math and science. 
They gain experience moving to different teachers 
for their other subjects such as fine arts, language, and 
physical education. Seventh and eighth grade students 
have separate teachers for each subject. Classes 
are organized by ability for math and for language 
arts, with an honors English class offered in grade 
8 for motivated students who want to challenge 
themselves in this subject area. All middle-school 
students participate in Language Arts, Math, Social 
Studies, Science, Advisory, Performing Arts, Outdoor 
Education, Athletics, Art, Technology, Woodshop, and 
Foreign Language or (ACES).

The school has developed an intensive English as a 
Second Language program (ESL) for international 
students who are developing their skills in reading, 

writing, and speaking English. The ESL program’s 
prime objective is the eventual mainstreaming of 
students into the regular academic curriculum. ESL 
students take academic classes in reading, writing, 
science and social studies in dedicated classroom with 
experienced ESL instructors. They are mainstreamed 
with other students for math, fine arts, and physical 
education. 

OVS offers additional student support services 
through the Academic Center for Learning and 
Enrichment (ACES). This learning center provides 
core-program assistance, intensive remediation, and 
enrichment opportunities to qualified students who 
meet the criteria for these programs. 

eFFORT GRaDiNG Scale
5 OUTSTANDING
4 GOOD
3 AVERAGE
2 POOR
1 UNACCEPTABLE
                   



8  Ojai Valley School Curriculum Guide

Middle School 
English
6Th GRaDe eNGliSh
The language arts curriculum at sixth grade focuses 
on literature and writing. The literature program is 
designed to promote a higher depth of thinking in the 
classroom. Students learn to question appropriately 
in an environment that supports creative reflection. 
Instruction is centered on opportunities for critical and 
creative thinking, communication and collaboration, 
and the integration of character development and 
cosmopolitanism.  Students make connections to 
other areas of the curriculum through the integration 
of the grade-level themes of systems, adaptations, 
and identity.  Students use their knowledge of word 
origins and word relationships, as well as historical 
and literary context clues, to determine the meaning 
of specialized vocabulary and to understand the 
precise meaning of grade-level-appropriate words. 
Students read and understand developmentally 
appropriate material that is grade level and beyond. 
They describe and connect the essential ideas, 
arguments, and perspectives of the text by using 
their knowledge of text structure, organization, and 
purpose. Students read and respond to historically 
or culturally significant works of literature that reflect 
and enhance their studies of history. They also clarify 
ideas and connect them to other literary works. 

In the writing program, students learn to write clear, 
coherent, and focused essays. Such writing seeks to 
exhibit student awareness of audience and purpose. 
Essays contain formal introductions, supporting 
evidence, and conclusions. Students progress through 
the writing process producing narrative, expository, 
persuasive, and descriptive essays of at least 250-500 
words in each genre. Student writing demonstrates a 
command of standard American English conventions 
appropriate to this grade. Students deliver focused, 
coherent presentations in a variety of formats that 
convey ideas clearly and relate to the background 
and interest of the audience.

7Th GRaDe eNGliSh
The seventh grade Language Arts curriculum 
presents a rigorous reading program combined with 
instruction in composition, grammar, and vocabulary 
to build on the language arts skills learned in the 
sixth grade. Students are introduced to a variety 
of literary works, including classic short stories, 
novels, poetry, and non-fiction. Class discussions 
and written responses develop critical thinking and 
introduce literary elements. Formal essays and oral 
presentations develop necessary writing and speaking 
skills. Informal discussions about students’ free reading 
encourage reading for pleasure and provide the 
opportunity to explore individual interests. The main 
goal of the seventh grade Language Arts curriculum is 
for students to develop an enjoyment of reading and 

language and greater confidence in their abilities as 
readers, writers, and speakers. Opportunities abound 
for regular integration of critical and creative thinking, 
communication and collaboration, with the inclusion 
of character development and cosmopolitanism.  
Students make connections to other areas of the 
curriculum through the integration of the grade 
level themes of adaptation, conflict, constructs, and 
systems.

The emphasis in seventh grade reading is two-fold. 
First, students develop an understanding of the 
fundamental characteristics of a variety of literary 
types. Basic structural features of a short story or 
novel, including plot, characterization, and narrative 
perspective, are introduced, as are stylistic features 
such as imagery, personification, and symbolism. 
Second, students learn how these literary elements 
influence their interpretations of the themes of a 
story. Detailed discussions, higher level questions, 
and reading journals allow students to develop the 
ability to analyze the intent of an author and to gain 
confidence in expressing their own opinions on the 
subject matter. This reading and critical-thinking base 
then becomes the genesis for a variety of written 
work.

Students build on the writing process introduced 
in the sixth grade for the production of several 
compositions. Students write informal responses to 
reading material and topics of discussion to promote 
the development of individual voice and style. The 
6+1 Trait Writing Model is used to develop students’ 
ideas, organization, voice, sentence fluency, word 
choice, and conventions (i.e. grammar). Vocabulary is 
introduced weekly with attention to spelling, correct 
usage, multiple definitions, and forms of words. 
Students are then encouraged to incorporate these 
skills in descriptive, persuasive, narrative, and analytical 
formal essays and in oral presentations. Peer editing 
is employed when appropriate to build proofreading 
and editing skills.

8Th GRaDe eNGliSh
The eighth grade Language Arts curriculum is a 
literature-based curriculum designed to help students 
develop the skills necessary to succeed in high school. 
Throughout the course, students read a variety 
of literary works, including short stories, novels, 
poetry, plays, and non-fiction. Students respond 
to selected material through class discussion and 
written assignments. Students compose a variety of 
formal essays and give oral presentations to increase 
writing and speaking skills. The main objective of the 
eighth grade Language Arts curriculum is to promote 
accurate and proficient interpretation of literature 
both in writing and during discussion.  As with 
previous grades, regular integration of critical and 
creative thinking, communication and collaboration, 
with the inclusion of character development and 
cosmopolitanism help students make connections 
with other areas of curricula through the integration 
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English Roadmap

 

6th Grade 
English 

8th Grade 
English 

English 8 
Honors 

7th Grade 
English 

of the grade level themes of chaos/order, power, and 
identity, systems

Literature units emphasize identification of plot 
elements, narration, and characterization. Students 
refine their background knowledge of ways to 
further identify and interpret more advanced literary 
elements such as foreshadowing, imagery, symbolism, 
and irony. Students are encouraged to think critically 
and analytically about material presented, supporting 
their ideas and interpretations with appropriate 
evidence from their reading. Students are exposed to 
classic literature and authors further preparing them 
for a successful high school experience.

This course seeks to promote students’ ability 
to write clearly and effectively in preparation for 
high school. To this end, students develop skills in 
grammar, form, style, and use of language. Drafting, 
outlining, summarizing, editing, and proofreading are 
incorporated into writing assignments. Written form 
and style are explored within short answer responses 
and various forms of essays, including narrative, 
persuasive, expository, analytical, and creative. 
Personal expression is encouraged in poetry and in 
special projects.

eNGliSh 8 hONORS
The 8th Grade Honors class is offered to a select 
group of motivated students who are willing and able 
to go well beyond the basic language arts curriculum 
(see above). The assigned readings are stimulating and 
challenging. Writing assignments consistently foster 
logical, sequential, and creative thinking, with insightful 
analysis and articulate expression the main objectives.

Middle School english Roadmap
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Middle School english Roadmap projects that may include small shelves, chest-style 
boxes, skateboards, name placards, clocks, and 
interactive toys. Sixth-grade students design and build 
a coat rack. The personalized shapes are cut from 
full-sized paper drawings and transferred onto wood. 
Shapes are cut out and individualized artistic finishes 
are applied after shaping and sanding is completed. 
Drilling for the installation of pegs completes the 
project. Seventh-grade students are challenged to 
construct individual boxes that include a lid made 
of seven separate pieces. This construction challenge 
requires following precise instructions in a sequential 
step-by-step order. Work steps are carefully 
examined for accuracy and precision and a final 
shaping and sanding to round the contours of the 
lid complete construction. As a final touch, the box 
is varnished and hinges are installed.  In the eighth-
grade, students build a skateboard, step stool, or side 
table. Students cut out their project parts using scroll 
saws or a jig saw. Rasping, sanding, and assembly using 
glue, nails, and screws complete the construction of a 
wooden stool or table.  Both skateboards and stools 
or tables are hand decorated with personal designs 
and varnished. Students may use power tools such as 
the scroll saw, jigsaw, and band saw. Classroom safety 
instructions and some individual written and practical 
safety tests help insure that students learn to operate 
tools safely and accurately. 

PeRFORMiNG aRTS
The goal of the Performing Arts program is to 
develop a positive and enthusiastic atmosphere in 
which students can explore musical genres, engage 
in activities designed to improve listening skills, and 
to gain confidence and self-esteem while developing 
their own creativity. Students are encouraged to 
sing, dance, and act, as well as to be sensitive to 
pitch, rhythm, and space. The evaluation criteria 
for the performing arts include participation, 
attentiveness, proficiency of performance, and 
general attitude. Middle school students participate 

in various ensembles as part of their performing arts 
requirement in grades six to eight. Ethnomusicology is 
also part of the program. From New Zealand Maoris 
to local Chumash, OVS students explore musical 
traditions from all around the globe and discover 
a multicultural sphere of music. The Barbara Smith 
Grant, generously funded by an OVS alumna, brings 
exciting world music performances to campus each 
year and supports the needs of our performing arts 
department. Students join ensembles, including the 
OVS Orchestra, Chorus, Garage Band, and String 
Ensemble. Rehearsal times are built into the weekly 
schedule and many participants also take individual 
lessons on campus to sharpen their playing skills. 
Students have the opportunity to showcase their 
talents at evening recitals held throughout the year. 
In the spring, the middle school students are invited 
to participate in a Spring Musical.  In recent years 
our students have performed classic shows such as 
Oklahoma, My Fair Lady, and South Pacific.  Middle 
school students are required to attend at least one 
professional arts performance during the academic 
year. Options include attending performances by 
symphony orchestras or dance troupes in the region. 

Foreign Language
curriculum Overview
Language and communication are at the heart of 
the human experience. The primary goal of middle 
school foreign language program is to educate 
students who are linguistically and culturally equipped 
to communicate successfully in a pluralistic American 
society and abroad.  On a daily basis, students are 
provided opportunities to communicate in languages 
other than their own.  In our program, students gain 
knowledge and understanding of other cultures, 
make language and cultural connections with other 
disciplines, develop insights and make comparisons 
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Middle School
FINE AND 
PERFORMING 
ARTS
curriculum Overview
Since the school’s founding in 1911, the Arts have 
held a special place at Ojai Valley School. Founder 
Edward Yeomans envisioned a school where 
students could pursue artistic expression alongside 
traditional studies in mathematics, science, and 
history. That tradition continues today. In the middle 
school, students participate in the performing arts 
and take classes in music, fine art, and woodshop. 
They learn about the great artists and musicians 
from the past, and enjoy field trips to museums in 
the region.  Students participate in various stage 
productions, music recitals, and concerts in our 480-
seat Greenberg Activities Center. Students can learn 
how to run the lights, how to design and build a set, 
be part of the orchestra, or even be a star on stage.

FiNe aRTS 
The Fine Arts program seeks to give students a well-
balanced education in various art disciplines. We offer 
an introduction to basic skills in the primary grades, 
and progressively build on that foundation through 
elementary and middle school.  Throughout the year 
students are given the opportunity to explore various 
mediums, including printmaking, drawing, oil pastel, 
charcoal, pen and ink, painting, ceramics, watercolor, 
and paper mache. These traditional mediums are 
accompanied by a growing number of opportunities in 
the digital art mediums, including digital photography, 
mixed media, and online research. The art room 
on campus has been recently updated with a new 
iMac, digital projector, and digital drawing pad. These 
exciting additions are used to explore examples of 
art throughout history and culture. Students visit 
the art room once a week for 40-minute classes 
in which they are introduced to new concepts, 
artwork, and artists. They have the opportunity to 
create their own art, and are given the chance to 
observe and reflect on the work of fellow students, 
fine artists, and themselves. The art room is a place 
where students grow, flourish, and develop their own 
understandings of the world around them through 
the eyes of an artist. Each student is encouraged to 
explore his or her own artistic process using various 
techniques, while working in classroom community 
that emphasizes positive support for each other.

WOODShOP
Woodshop is part of the fine arts program and 
has been for more than a century. Founder Edward 
Yeomans believed students should learn to measure, 
build, and craft projects with their hands. Today 
Middle School students complete finely constructed 

Foreign language Roadmap

 
 

 

6th Grade 
Mandarin 

8th Grade 
Mandarin Spanish 1 

Can transfer to 
Spanish 2 in high 

school 

7th Grade 
Spanish 

6th Grade 
Spanish 

7th Grade 
Mandarin 
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into the nature of language and cultures, and they 
learn about and even participate in multilingual 
communities at home and around the world. 
Instruction is primarily in the target language and 
students are encouraged to respond in kind.  Students 
develop skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking 
in the target language. Students completing eighth 
grade language requirements are well prepared to 
advanced to Level II of the chosen target language 
in high school.

SPaNiSh
In addition to the over-arching goals listed in our 
overview, students enrolled in Spanish will expand 
their appreciation of Latin cultures. Class activities 
include: readings, conversations, grammar lessons, 
culture discussions, computer work, songs, games, 
special projects, homework, quizzes and tests. Students 
are taught a variety of reading strategies including 
previewing, guessing, scanning, and using background 
knowledge to advance their understanding.  Grammar 
instruction includes accurate use of articles, nouns, 
modifiers, pronouns, and verbs in present tense and 
past tense to help reinforce language and promote 
mastery of structures needed for self-expression 
in Spanish. Emphasis is placed on memorization of 
regular verbs in the present and past tenses.

MaNDaRiN
In addition to the over-arching goals listed in our 
overview, students enrolled in Mandarin Chinese, 
will begin to learn and use the Chinese Pinyin 
Romanization system, also known as Chinese 
simplified characters. Students are also exposed to 
the art of creating traditional Chinese ideographic 
characters. Beginning concepts of grammar are also 
explored. Students will gain an in-depth look at the 
traditions and customs of Chinese culture.

Middle School 
Mathematics
6Th GRaDe MaTheMaTicS
Students in the sixth grade have the option of taking 
a grade-level math class or being recommended 
and enrolling in Pre-Algebra, an option for our 
mathematically advanced students. Topics covered 
include number sense, algebra and functions, 
measurement and geometry, statistics, data 
analysis, and probabilities.  The focus of sixth grade 
mathematics instruction is on four critical areas: 
(1) connecting ratio and rate to whole number 
multiplication and division and using concepts of 
ratio and rate to solve problems; (2) completing 
understanding of division of fractions and extending 
the notion of number to the system of rational 
numbers, which includes negative numbers; (3) 
writing, interpreting, and using expressions and 
equations; and (4) developing understanding of 
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Middle School Math Roadmap

statistical thinking. Students learn to describe and 
summarize numerical data sets, identifying clusters, 
peaks, gaps, and symmetry, considering the context 
in which the data were collected. Students in Grade 
6 also build on their work with area in elementary 
school by reasoning about relationships among 
shapes to determine area, surface area, and volume. 
They find areas of right triangles, other triangles, and 
special quadrilaterals by decomposing these shapes, 
rearranging or removing pieces, and relating the 
shapes to rectangles. Using these methods, students 
discuss, develop, and justify formulas for areas of 
triangles and parallelograms. Students find areas of 
polygons and surface areas of prisms and pyramids 
by decomposing them into pieces whose area they 
can determine. They reason about right rectangular 
prisms with fractional side lengths to extend formulas 
for the volume of a right rectangular prism to 
fractional side lengths. They prepare for work on scale 
drawings and constructions in Grade 7 by drawing 
polygons in the coordinate plane.

PRe-alGebRa
Open by placement and recommendation to students 
in sixth through eighth grades, this course expects 
that a middle school student who has taken Pre-
Algebra will perform better in higher mathematics. 
The most basic goal is to prepare the student for 
the subsequent Algebra 1 course that he or she 
will take in a subsequent grade level. The course 
further guides students to apply their knowledge 
of mathematics to everyday situations in their lives. 
Topics covered in Pre-Algebra include number sense, 
algebra and functions, measurement and geometry, 
and mathematical reasoning.

alGebRa 1
Open by placement and department recommendation 
to seventh and eighth grade students, the goal of this 
course is to prepare middle school students for an 
advanced sequence of math courses in high school. 
Major objectives include the acquiring of basic study 
skills and test-taking strategies, demonstrating a 
competence for topics covered in the text, and the 
applying of fundamental mathematical principles. 
The principles include operations with real numbers, 
solving equations, using equations to solve word 
problems, solving inequalities and absolute values, 
powers and polynomials, factoring polynomials, 
solving rational expressions and equations, graphing 
linear equations and inequalities, working with radicals, 
and the quadratic formula. Prerequisites: Successful 
completion of Pre-Algebra and department approval.

GeOMeTRy
Open to eighth graders by recommendation only, 
geometry is a one-year high school level, college 
preparatory course that is designed to develop 
students’ understanding of geometric concepts 
by emphasizing and integrating logical reasoning 
and spatial visualization skills. It is a course wherein 
deductive reasoning is the basis of understanding. All 
instruction is designed to actively engage the students 
and the course promotes understanding, as opposed 
to rote memorization. Consequently, class dialogue is 
an integral part of the teaching and learning process. 
The geometry course will focus on the following 
topics: points, lines, planes, and angles, deductive 
reasoning, parallel lines and planes, congruent triangles, 
quadrilaterals, similar polygons, right triangles, circles, 
areas of plane figures, areas and volumes of solids, and 
coordinates. The goals of the geometry course are to 
teach students the value of mathematics, to reason 
mathematically, to think analytically, to be problem 
solvers, to work independently and also in groups, 
to practice communication skills, and to prepare for 
subsequent math courses. Prerequisites: Successful 
completion of Algebra I and department approval.

Middle  School 
Science
6Th GRaDe ScieNce
The sixth-grade science program is divided into 
ten main units of study: cells, plants, interaction 
of life, oceans, geographic change, chemistry, light, 
sound, electricity, and weather. Chapter objectives 
are very specific. At the conclusion of each unit, a 
student should be able to explain, discuss, distinguish, 
observe, compare, describe, define, and identify 
from the appropriate material covered. The program 
has been structured to incorporate skills related to 
reading and comprehension, mathematics, and the 
ability to write clear and concise reports. Laboratory 
experimentation supplements text-based work. Field 
trips, outdoor activities and other resources are also 
used.

Pre-Algebra 

Algebra 1 

Geometry 

Pre-Algebra 

6th Grade 
Math 

Algebra 1 
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Middle School Social
Science Roadmap

MiDDle SchOOl  | course descriptions
Middle School 

Science Roadmap

6th Grade 
Science 

7th Grade 
Science 

8th Grade 
Science 

7Th GRaDe ScieNce
The primary goal of the seventh-grade science 
program is to introduce students to analytical thinking. 
Personal initiative is rewarded, and the discovery 
process is emphasized. Students are introduced to 
independent learning through a variety of short-
term and long-term projects. These assignments 
focus on writing skills, organization, data collection, 
and analysis. Laboratory procedure and safety 
are taught. Computers are utilized as a resource. 
Students are regularly asked to question, research, 
hypothesize, experiment, and draw conclusions. 
The seventh-grade science program focuses on life 
science. Topics covered include: light, cell structures, 
cell processes, genetics, changes over time, viruses & 
bacteria, structure & function of plants, and structure 
& function of invertebrates. Lab experimentation 
requires responsibility and provides students with 
the opportunity to experience science through their 
senses. Field trips and use of school resources such as 
the computer lab round out the curriculum.

8Th GRaDe ScieNce
The eighth-grade science focuses on physical 
science. Topics covered include: motion & energy, 
forces, fluid dynamics, nature of matter, solid, liquids, 
gasses, plasma, elements & the periodic table, atoms 
& bonding, and chemical reactions.  In Science, an 
eighth-grade student will be expected to complete 
a science project and research report, effectively 
use the scientific method, participate in the school 
science fair, be prepared for the high school science 
courses, and perform an average of one hands-on 
experiment each week.

Middle School 
Social Science

6Th GRaDe - WORlD hiSTORy, 
GeOGRaPhy aND aNcieNT 
ciVilizaTiONS
Students in grade six expand their understanding 
of history by studying the people and events that 
ushered in the dawn of the major Western and 
non-Western civilizations. Geography is of special 
significance in the development of the human story. 
Continued emphasis is placed on the everyday lives, 
problems and accomplishments of people, their role 
in developing social, economic, and political structures, 
as well as in establishing and spreading ideas that 
helped transform the world forever. Students develop 
higher levels of critical thinking by considering why 
civilizations developed where and when they did, 
why they became dominant, and why they declined. 
Students analyze the interactions among the various 
cultures, emphasizing their enduring contributions 
and links, despite time, between the contemporary 
and ancient worlds. The curriculum is integrated with 
language arts through the thematic connections of 
systems, adaptation, and identity.  Students read 
historical fiction novels related to these themes and 
incorporate units of study from both language arts 
and social studies.

7Th GRaDe - WORlD hiSTORy aND 
GeOGRaPhy
Seventh grade history students examine the social, 
cultural, and technological changes that evolved from 
500-1789 AD in the regions of Europe, Africa, Asia 
and the Americas. Students explore the history and 
geography of great civilizations, including how they 
developed concurrently throughout the world during 

6th Grade 
Ancient 

Civilizations 

7th Grade 
World 

Geography 

8th Grade 
U.S. History 

medieval and early modern times. They also examine 
the exchange and interactions of goods, economies, 
ideas, and cultures throughout the world and analyze 
the effects that philosophy, science and religion had 
upon the rise of democratic ideas and the influence 
of these ideas in the modern world. The curriculum 
is integrated with language arts through the thematic 
connections of adaptation, conflict, constructs, and 
systems. Students read historical fiction novels related 
to these themes and incorporate units of study from 
both language arts and social studies.

8Th GRaDe - U.S. hiSTORy
This course is designed to provide a survey of United 
States history from the earliest human migrations to 
the Western Hemisphere through the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. Students outline and interpret the 
Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution 
and the interactions of the three branches of the 
national government. Current events are followed 
and discussed throughout the year. Analyzing news as 
it is reported empowers each class citizen to think 
critically about current events and the political process.  
Each eighth-grade student participates in a weeklong 
OVS field trip to Jamestown, Colonial Williamsburg, 
and Washington, D.C. Through prior research, first-
hand experience, and follow-up reporting, the 
students gain an understanding of early U.S. history 
and the mechanics of governance.  In addition, one 
teacher from the high school accompanies this 
group on the annual trip to Washington D.C. to 
provide an opportunity for students to get to know 
a faculty member from the Upper Campus social 
studies department. The curriculum is integrated with 
language arts through the thematic connections of 
chaos/order, power, and identity, systems.  Students 
read historical fiction novels related to these themes 
and incorporate units of study from both language 
arts and social studies.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS     
The school year is divided into two semesters. Minimum graduation requirements for college recommendation are 17 units. All students must carry 
a minimum of 5 courses from among the various disciplines, although students may elect to carry 6 courses and an elective.

English   4 years
Mathematics  3 years
History   3 years
Laboratory Science  3 years
Foreign Language  3 years
Fine Arts   1 year

hiGh SchOOl  | course descriptions

cOURSe chaNGeS & aDD/
DROP POlicy
Every effort is made to accommodate student 
requests when building their academic schedules. But, 
at times, scheduling conflicts, late registration, and/or 
filled course sections may prohibit a student from 
taking all of the courses he or she wants. Therefore, 
students are required to list alternate courses when 
making their selections. When the academic year 
begins, students are expected to take the courses 
they have chosen. Consequently, any subsequent 
requests for a change are carefully scrutinized. 

aP aND hONORS  
cOURSeS
For highly motivated students, Ojai Valley School 
offers a challenging academic program with op-
portunities for rigorous Advanced Placement and 
Honors course work. Students must complete 
the prerequisite courses and have department 
approval to enter these courses, and they must 
be prepared to handle a heavier homework load. 
The school reserves the right to limit the number 
of AP and Honors courses that a student takes. 
AP students are expected to take the AP exam in 
the spring.

Students may request to drop or add courses only 
during the initial two weeks of each semester. In 
order for such changes to be made, a student must 
obtain permission from his or her advisor, parents, 
the teachers involved, and the Dean of Studies. If it 
becomes apparent that a student is inappropriately 
placed in a course, the student, teacher, parent and/
or advisor can initiate a change, which must be 
approved by the Dean of Studies.
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English
The Ojai Valley School English department is 
committed to a rigorous curriculum, with an 
emphasis on critical reading, writing, and discussion. 
In a seminar environment, students learn the crucial 
value of the spoken and the written word, and along 
the way discover who they are becoming as readers, 
writers, and speakers. At all grade levels, students 
examine literature of many genres that represent a 
broad range of historical and cultural perspectives. 
Small classroom settings allow for the individual 
attention necessary for teaching the critical reading 
and analytical writing skills students will carry into 
adult life.  The English curriculum is a core study of 
literary genres and classics. All freshmen take English 
9, an intensive composition course, in conjunction 
with Humanities, a reading and discussion-based 
history class.  English 10 is a genre-based literature 
and composition class, while English 11 focuses 
on American literature with frequent crossover 
assignments with U.S. History.  Seniors study British 
and world literature in both AP English Literature 
and English 12.  Motivated students may apply to 
take English 10 Honors, AP English Language and 
Composition, and AP English Literature.  

Graduation Requirements: 4 years of grade level 
English; no more than 1 year of ESL credit accepted.

course Offerings

aDVaNceD eSl ReaDiNG
In Advanced ESL Reading, students develop 
an appreciation of reading through their many 
experiences and studies of the different literary styles: 
non-fiction, poetry, folktales, novels, and short stories. 
In addition, students strengthen their skills in reading, 
build their vocabulary, develop their comprehension 
skills, and analyze literature with the ultimate goal of 
transitioning into mainstream English classes. During 
the first semester, students work primarily from the 
textbook Discovering Fiction. With the introduction 
of our first novel, The Red Pony by John Steinbeck, 
students discuss and analyze literary elements 
(foreshadowing, themes, symbolism). During the 
second semester students read short stories (both 
non-fiction and fiction) and our second novel, Of 
Mice and Men also by Steinbeck. Students continue 
to discuss and analyze elements of literature, as well 
as learn how to read for information and write book 
reviews.

Textbooks: 
Discovering Fiction Student’s Book 1: A Reader of 
American Short Stories, Student Edition, by Judith Kay 
and Rosemary Gelshenen
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
20th Century American Short Stories- Volume 1 by 
Jean A. McConochie 

aDVaNceD eSl WRiTiNG
Advanced ESL Writing promotes written fluency, 
precision, and correctness.  Most assignments are 
composed in class and based on specific visual and 
conceptual prompts so students can get down to the 
business of writing without spending too much time 
wondering what to write about.  As students write 
and edit, they work to improve grammatical trouble 
spots that are typical in ESL writers.  Writing skills 

are directed at academic-themed papers that require 
students to learn and practice summary, paraphrase, 
direct quote, and documentation. Students learn 
the basics of building a thesis, review and practice 
the foundations of English grammar, and sharpen 
their research skills through the use of summary, 
paraphrase, direct quotation, in-text citations, and 
works cited documentation.

Textbooks: 
Ultimate Phrasal Verb Book by Carl W. Hart
Writing Academic English, Fourth Edition (The 
Longman Academic Writing Series, Level 4) by Alice 
Oshima and Ann Hogue
The Advanced Grammar Book, 2nd Edition, by 
Jocelyn M. Steer and Karen A. Carlisi

eXPOSiTORy WRiTiNG
Expository Writing is a course for writers of all 
levels. Instructing students on the building blocks of 

great writing, the writing process is explored step-
by-step in the many forms and functions in which 
it is used across academic disciplines and in college, 
professional, and personal use. Along with mastery of 
basic grammar and the mechanics of writing, students 
learn to write on a variety of expository topics, in and 
out of class. In class they become comfortable tackling 
different assignments and learn to craft well-organized, 

coherent compositions. Out of 
class assignments will require 
extensive revision and rewriting 
and – depending on the topic – 
some research.

Textbooks: 
Writers Inc: A Student 
Handbook for Writing and 
Learning; Great Source 
Education Source

eNGliSh 9
English 9 is a writing class. 
Throughout the year students 
explore a wide range of writing 
topics beginning with the 
personal and moving towards 
the analytical. This workshop 
approach focuses on drafting, 
editing, and revising, with 
an emphasis on developing 
grammar and punctuation 
skills. Reading comprehension 
is a priority. Regular vocabulary 
assignments and weekly quizzes 
bolster confidence in the 
English language. Emphasis is 
placed on critical thinking skills 
necessary to understand the 
structure and content. Students 
practice time management, 
organization, memorization, 

listening, speaking and note taking. By the end of 
the year, students produce a body of written work 
that serves as a measure of their growth as readers, 
writers, and thinkers. 

Textbooks: 
What Smart Students Know by Adam Robinson
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

eNGliSh 10
Focusing on how humans use literature to illuminate 
and grapple with timeless questions, enduring beliefs, 
and actions – both noble and treacherous – English 10 
is a genre-based study of ethics and culture through 
literature.  Students read and analyze representative 
myths, Biblical literature, novels, short stories, poems, 
and plays, examining the ways in which humans have 
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used language to fuel inquiry into the workings of 
the natural word and their own hearts and minds.  
Students discuss, and explore in their essays, how 
these themes are developed. Written assignments ask 
students to employ, develop, and refine the reading 
and compositional skills they mastered in English 9 as 
texts, and the analytical skills required to understand 
them, become more complex. 
Prerequisite: English 9

Textbooks: 
Prometheus Bound by Aeschylus (James Scully 
translator)
Mythology by Edith Hamilton
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Research Paper Procedure: High School by Amy M. 
Kleppner and Cynthia Skelton

eNGliSh 10 hONORS
English 10 Honors is a genre-based study of ethics 
and culture through literature.  Students read and 
analyze a number of types of literature (novel, 
short story, poem, play) and examine themes within 
them.  Students discuss, and explore in their essays, 
how these themes are developed.  In doing so, they 
employ the reading and compositional skills mastered 
in English 9 and further develop them as the reading, 
and the analytical skills required to understand 
them, become more complex.  The class focuses 
on how humans have used literature to illuminate 
and grapple with the questions we have, the beliefs 
we hold, and our ability to act on them. In doing so, 
students sharpen their critical thinking and writing 
skills, develop written sophistication, including graceful 
and effective incorporation of supporting textual 
quotations, and hone their abilities to analyze written 
style including syntax, cadence, parallelism, diction, 
structure, and practice using persuasive techniques. 
Prerequisite: English 9.

Textbooks: 
Research Paper Procedure: High School by Amy M. 
Kleppner and Cynthia Skelton
Macbeth by William Shakespeare
Under the Feet of Jesus by Helena Maria Viramontes
Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
Aeneid by Virgil (Robert Fagles translator) 

eNGliSh 11
English 11 focuses on American literature; therefore 
the curriculum is aligned to the U.S. History 
curriculum. Students explore the fundamental themes 
of American culture through historical reading, lecture, 
and analysis in combination with literary readings, 
composition, poetry, music, film, architecture, and 
geography.  The goals of this course are for students 
to develop critical thinking skills; develop writing 
skills applicable to all fields, particularly non-fiction; 
improve their writing process techniques (drafting, 
editing, revising, publishing); participate productively 
in class discussions and activities; increase their 

vocabulary; and improve their study skills.  
Students are required to read two literary works 
during the summer, chosen from among a selection 
of Pulitzer Prize winning novels. In the fall, course 
work starts with a study of American short stories, 
and continues with detailed analysis of classic 
American novels, poems and expository prose, with 
an emphasis on the works of Thoreau, Emerson, 
Whitman and many modern poets. 
Prerequisites: English 10 

Textbooks: 
The Crucible by Arthur Miller
Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau
*The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by 
Frederick Douglass 
Hiroshima by John Hersey
101 Great American Poems
Research Paper Procedure by Amy M. Kleppner & 
Cynthia Skelton
* Note: It is important for students to have the same 
editions for ease of discussion in class. 

aP eNGliSh laNGUaGe aND 
cOMPOSiTiON
This class prepares students for the spring AP 
English Language and Composition exam while 
also exploring the fundamental themes in American 
literature through historical reading, lecture, and 
analysis in combination with literary readings, 
composition, poetry, music, film, architecture, and 
geography.  The goals of this course are for students 
to develop critical thinking skills; develop writing 
skills applicable to all fields, particularly non-fiction; 
improve their writing process techniques (drafting, 
editing, revising, publishing); participate productively 
in class discussions and activities; increase their 
vocabulary; and improve their study skills. Following 
the spring AP exam, students focus on writing college 
essays and standardized test preparation. Honors 
students are required to read three literary works 
during the summer, chosen from among a selection 
of Pulitzer Prize winning books. Course work starts 
with a study of American short stories, and continues 
with detailed analyses of a range of major literary 
works. These works are supplemented by the study 
of poetry and expository prose with emphasis on 
the works of Thoreau, Emerson, Whitman and many 
modern poets. 
Prerequisites: English 10 Honors or English 10, plus 
a letter of recommendation from English 10 teacher. 
Acceptance based upon department approval.

Textbooks: 
The Crucible by Arthur Miller
Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by 
Frederick Douglass 
Hiroshima by John Hersey
101 Great American Poems
Research Paper Procedure by Amy M. Kleppner & 
Cynthia Skelton

eNGliSh 12
English 12 covers a wide range of literature that 
prepares students for the college reading and writing 
experience. The course tackles the serious issues 
of race, death, family, violence, social pressure and 
politics. Students learn to express opinions clearly 
and back them up with facts, and they concentrate on 
improving structure and style and utilize the revision 
process for all written assignments. They also make 
oral presentations, keep reading journals, master 
literary terminology, and incorporate technology into 
the study of language. All students must dig beneath 
the surface to find not what the author does but 
how he does it. Students are encouraged to take 
intellectual risks and to appreciate language.
Prerequisites: English 11

Textbooks:
Hamlet by William Shakespeare
Prep: A Novel by Curtis Sittenfeld
Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
North of Boston: Poems by Robert Frost
Old School by Tobias Wolff
Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett
A Stranger in the Kingdom: A Novel by Howard Frank 
Mosher
Sula by Toni Morrison; Vintage, Reprint Edition
The Road by Cormac McCarthy

aP eNGliSh liTeRaTURe
AP English is a college-level, intensive study of literature, 
emphasizing the terminology and analytical strategies 
used on the Advanced Placement Literature and 
Composition test administered in May.  Students are 
required to read deeply with an eye to understanding 
themes that arise in a work as well as how those 
themes are developed. Students prepare for multiple 
choice and essay sections of the Advanced Placement 
test. They also become adept at expressing their 
ideas quickly, thoroughly, and concretely in essays 
of varying lengths, develop confidence reading and 
understanding complex texts, and gain competence 
and facility placing literary works within their 
historical and philosophical contexts. In addition to 
course work, AP students act as mentors for younger 
OVS students.  A mentor meets with his/her assigned 
student weekly and provides tutoring, organizational 
and academic support throughout the year. 
Prerequisites: English 11 Honors or English 11, plus a 
letter of recommendation from an English 11 teacher. 
Acceptance based upon department approval.

Textbooks: 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
Literature: Approaches to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama 
by Robert DiYanni
5 Steps to a 5 by Estelle M. Rankin and Barbara 
Murphy
Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko
Rozencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead by Tom 
Stoppard
Heart of Darkness and Other Tales by Joseph Conrad 

hiGh SchOOl  | course descriptions
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jOURNaliSM
Journalism students undertake a broad range of media 
studies that provide a comprehensive understanding 
of the powers and responsibilities of the press, 
and its role in maintaining a democratic society. 
Students explore, from a historical perspective, the 
role of the press in founding and shaping our nation, 
and they come to understand how that role has 
changed as the country has developed. They delve 
into the practical aspects of the profession, including 
communication theory, and the ethical, legal and 
economic issues involved in contemporary American 
journalism. Students also examine the changing 
nature of today’s media as government watchdog 
and the expanding role of the Internet in gathering, 
analyzing and delivering news. Student-journalists are 
curious about people, cultures and science; about 
how political and economic systems work and do 
not work. They are critical thinkers who know how 
to observe, listen and ask questions. They are skilled 
writers, editors and visual communicators. To that end, 
written assignments, which include weekly blogging 
and stories for the student newspaper and a range 
of other publications, are geared toward sharpening 
students’ skills in interviewing, writing, organization, 
and information analysis. 

Textbook:
 AP Stylebook and Briefing on Media Law 2010

aDVaNceD jOURNaliSM
Building on skills they learned in the introductory 
journalism course, students in Advanced Journalism 
delve deeply into the practical and theoretical aspects 
of journalism. Students participate in an advanced 
course of research, writing, and editing for journalistic 
publications and other media, including websites, blogs 
and online newspapers. However, the emphasis of this 
course is to take students well beyond the practice 
of journalism, immersing them in an in-depth study of 
the various facets of journalism theory. This 11th- and 
12th- grade course is open to students who excelled 
in the introductory journalism course and who wish 
to continue to learn about and develop confidence 
in writing for 21st century journalistic media. The 
quantity and quality of writing in this course will be 
commensurate with that expected in upper-division 
honors English courses; the reflection, peer editing, 
and revision will be as rigorous, or more rigorous, 
than what is expected in other language arts classes, 
and the final editing will be dictated by professional 
production values. Writing for this course seeks to 
meet the standards of professional publications in 
accuracy, clarity and proofreading.
Prerequisites: Journalism

Textbook:
 AP Stylebook and Briefing on Media Law 2010

Fine Arts
Ojai Valley School emphasizes not only the students’ 
academic success but also their development 
of artistic creativity.  Classes in this department 
celebrate the artist is each student, and many 
of the students completing coursework in this 
program go onto study in excellent art schools at 
the university level.  The Ojai Valley School fine arts 
curriculum, which offers programs in ceramics, music, 
photography, drawing, advanced studio art, as well as 
AP classes encourage our students to develop their 
own unique and personal style.  The school requires 
one full year of coursework in the fine arts.  Students 
in the fine arts program are given the opportunity 
to display their work around campus or perform for 
the school community. Students exhibit their work 
online or in the local community of Ojai. In the spring, 
the Festival of Talent program showcases the artistic, 
musical, dramatic, and comedic talent of students in 
this program.

Graduation Requirements: 1 year of fine arts 

course Offerings

DRaWiNG
Drawing I empowers students to draw in a new 
way that offers them both technical and perceptual 
skills and encourages them to develop confidence 
in themselves through their art.  Students gain an 
understanding of edges, lights and shadows, spaces, 
relationships, color and the whole, or gestalt. They 
are introduced to a variety of drawing materials 
allowing them to experience the process of search 
and investigation that leads to the development 
of unique and personal ideas.  Both cultural and 
historical significance in the arts will be discussed and 
experienced through museum and local artist studio 
visits.  Each student gains the ability to critique his or 
her art and other works of art with an emphasis on 
strengthening a personal direction and gaining insight 
into artistic goals.  Students also gain an understanding 
of the importance of presentation by exhibiting their 
art on campus and in the local museum.  At the end 
of the course, each student completes a portfolio 
allowing them to pursue and develop more advanced 
interests in the arts.

aDVaNceD STUDiO aRT
Advanced Studio Art occurs in a resourceful 
environment where creative vision can flourish.  
In this atmosphere the students experience the 
process of search and investigation that leads to the 
development of unique and personal ideas. They 
experiment with a wide use of materials emphasizing 
the elements of art and the principles of design 
and respond to historical, philosophical and cultural 
awareness. Students create artwork of acceptable 
quality using pen and ink, watercolor, acrylics, colored 
pencil, tempera, multi-media collage, printmaking, 
scratchboard, wire sculpture, charcoal, and markers. 
Throughout this process each project will include 
the five standards: Artistic Perception: Processing, 
analyzing, and responding to sensory information 
through the language and skills unique to a given 
art. Creative Expression: Creating, performing, and 
participating in a given art. Historical and Cultural 
Context: Understanding historical contributions 
and cultural dimensions of a given art. Aesthetic 
Valuing: Responding to, analyzing, and making 
critical assessments about works of a given art 
form. Connections, Relationships, and Applications: 
Connecting and applying what is learned in a given 
art form to learning in other art forms, subject areas, 
and careers. Each student will gain the ability to 
critique his or her own work with an emphasis on 
strengthening a personal direction and gaining insight 
into their own artistic goals.  
Prerequisites: Drawing

hiGh SchOOl  | course descriptions
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aP STUDiO aRT: 2-D DeSiGN
AP Studio Art students work throughout the school 
year to produce a portfolio in two-dimensional 
design, which is indicative of college-level aptitude and 
approach.   All AP Studio Art students are expected 
to produce a body of work that may be submitted to 
the College Board the first week in May of their senior 
year.  College Board readers evaluate the portfolio, 
and a high score on the evaluation may be accepted 
for college credit, depending on the policies of the 
specific institution to which they are applying.  Each 
AP Studio Art student is expected to produce 4-5 
completed projects each quarter, which relate to a 
theme, specific topic, or visual idea.  At the end of 
the quarter, each student presents his or her work to 
the class as an open critique session. They discuss as 
a class their theme, their process, the development, 
and how they technically created the work.  They 
are required to write a statement regarding each 
of the completed projects. In this statement they 
discuss what they experienced creating the work, if 
any artists influenced them in their creations, and will 
include the title, size, and medium.  The concentration 
must represent an assertion by the student that he 
or she is working at college level; all works in the 
portfolio should be completed using appropriate 
materials.    The quality portion of the portfolio will 
exhibit a mastery of design.  Their work will show an 
understanding of the design principles as applied to a 
two dimensional surface.  
Prerequisites: Drawing 1, Advanced Studio Art, and 
department approval.

aP STUDiO aRT: 3-D DeSiGN
Students work throughout the school year to 
produce a portfolio in 3-D Design, which is indicative 
of college-level aptitude and approach. AP Art 
students investigate and work on the three portfolio 
components – Quality, Concentration, and Breadth.  
During class critiques, students explore critical 
characteristics of critical thinking and the importance 
of individuality. As costume design is taught as part 
of our art curriculum, students with an interest 
in this field are encouraged to participate in the 
3-D AP art program.  The school also has a strong 
ceramics program, another area where students have 
previously submitted to the 3-D program. Through 
informed decision-making and problem solving skills, 
each student is able to pursue their personal 3-D 
area of interest, while demonstrating mastery at 
using the elements of art to organize the principle of 
design in their 3-D work.  Research is a crucial aspect 
of the AP Art course and this is revealed through 
the student’s art journal. 3-D art students are guided 
through the challenging act of setting attainable goals 
for projects.  Due to the large amount of work 
needed to be executed for this course it is expected 
that students make use of lab time out of their usual 
class periods.  By immersing themselves into their 
art projects students gain a deeper understanding of 

their theme.  Photographing works throughout the 
year, and any documentation required, is the student’s 
responsibility. Students will participate in critiques, 
both with their peers and teacher, using constructive 
language through instructional conversations.  This 
enables students to problem solve while addressing 
the strengths and weaknesses in their works and 
classmates.
Prerequisites: Drawing 1, Advanced Studio Art, and 
department approval.

aP STUDiO aRT: DRaWiNG
AP Art students investigate and work on the three 
portfolio components – Quality, Concentration, and 
Breadth.  During class critiques, students explore 
critical characteristics of critical thinking and the 
importance of individuality. Through informed 
decision-making and problem solving skills, each 
student is able to pursue their personal artistic 
interest while demonstrating mastery at using the 
elements of art to organize the principle of design 
in their work.  Research is a crucial aspect of the AP 
Art course and this expected to be revealed through 
the student’s art journal. AP Art students are guided 
through the challenging act of setting attainable goals 
for projects.  Due to the large amount of work 
needed to be executed for this course it is expected 
that students make use of lab time out of their usual 
class periods.  By immersing themselves into their art 
projects students gain a deeper understanding of their 
theme.  It is essential for students to recognize that 
art is an ongoing process and the importance of due 
dates being met throughout the year. Photographing 
works throughout the year and any documentation 
required is the student’s responsibility. Students will 
write a paper on a specific art historical period, artist, 
or a specific area of interest.  Included in this paper 
will be aspects of the cultural, social, and political 
characteristics of the chosen subject. Students 
will participate in critiques, both with their peers 
and teacher, using constructive language through 
instructional conversations.  This enables students 
to problem solve while addressing the strengths and 
weaknesses in their works and classmates.
Prerequisites: Drawing 1 and department approval.

MUSic hiSTORy
Music History is an overview of western music 
beginning with Gregorian chant and continuing 
through the renaissance, baroque, classical and 
romantic periods. Examination of the composer’s 
professional as well as personal lives is enhanced with 
daily listening of their works. Although the main focus 
of the course is the music, students explore how the 
social, political, literary and artistic figures of the time 
influenced the great composers.

Textbook:
Music: An Appreciation, 10th Edition by Roger 
Kamien
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FOUNDaTiONS OF VOice
Foundations of Voice is a senior-level course for 
students who love to sing, and who demonstrate 
above average talent. It provides them with an 
opportunity to sing in a small group, with tight 
harmonies, and gives them many solo opportunities. 
Topics covered in lecture include: how singing is 
produced in the body, breathing, posture, diction, 
preparing a song, basic music theory, and the 
fundamentals of playing piano.
Requisites: A requirement of this class is participation 
in chorus and the spring musical. Voice class and 
chorus together allow five or six singing sessions each 
week. The course culminates in a recital the evening 
before graduation. Each student sings an Italian art 
song or aria, a solo of a style of his or her choosing, 
and group songs. 

MUSic TheORy aND cOMPOSiTiON
Students learn to recognize and understand the 
basic materials of music – including melody, harmony, 
rhythm, dynamics, texture and form. Students develop 
their skills through listening, dictation, sight-singing, 
harmonic analysis, and composition. Each student 
learns basic keyboard proficiency including scales, 
chords and arpeggios.  In addition to daily written 
assignments, sight-singing, and dictation, students 
complete a series of compositions throughout the 
year. Students become familiar with a wide variety 
of music software to aid in learning and composition, 
including Sibelius, Auralia and a broad range of 
synthesizers and music recording software. 

Textbook:
Theory Essentials by Connie Mayfield

ceRaMicS i
Students learn about ceramics from an historical 
perspective.  They learn different techniques of making 
pottery, as well as develop their own decorating styles. 
Included is the importance of safety and health while 
working in the ceramic classroom. At the beginning 
of the year students learn the different hand-building 
techniques.  The firing techniques are introduced, 
beginning with a primitive pit firing.  Students are 
presented with a decorating technique with each new 
project. Throughout the year terms and vocabulary 
are introduced which students are tested on at the 
end of the 1st quarter, at semester, and at the end of 
the year by written exam. At the beginning of the 2nd 
quarter each student is introduced to the electric 
wheel.  Because students learn in different ways, the 
techniques and terms are introduced in a variety of 
ways, through reading materials, demonstrations, and 
videos.  The students are assigned research projects 
and are asked to keep a journal with sketches.  
Lectures are kept to a minimum, but there is always a 
conversation going on regarding vocabulary while the 
students are working on their projects.
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ceRaMicS ii
Ceramics II students learn about ceramics from an 
historical perspective researching well-known artists 
past and present and comparing the artists’ body of 
work. Students begin the year practicing their skills 
and improve those skills throughout the year. They 
also begin to take on responsibilities to maintain 
the studio and work with first-year students. At the 
beginning of the year, students practice on the electric 
wheel, reacquainting themselves with the properties 
of clay.  They learn and practice new decorating 
techniques, and practice altering skills.  As the year 
progresses, each project becomes more challenging, 
including handles, sprigging, and original decorations. 
Because students learn in a variety of ways, the 
techniques and terms are introduced in a variety of 
ways, through reading materials, demonstrations, and 
videos.  The students are assigned research projects 
and are asked to keep a journal with sketches.  
Lectures are kept to a minimum, but there is always a 
conversation going on regarding vocabulary while the 
students are working on their projects.
Prerequisites: Ceramics I

PhOTOGRaPhy
Students learn the basics of photography including: 
exposure, lighting, focus, depth of field, shutter 
speed, and more.  Students develop digital image 
processing and manipulation skills on the computer 
using Adobe Photoshop in our Mac lab. Students 
discuss and view their own work critically and they 
learn how to critique other students’ work.  Weekly 
assignments reinforce topics covered in class and 
students in the class participate in field trips at least 
once per semester.  Throughout the year students 
compile a portfolio of their work, and pieces of their 
photography are displayed on campus and online.
Prerequisites: No prior knowledge of camera, 
computer, or Adobe Photoshop is necessary.  
No textbook required; however each student must 
own his or her own digital camera., preferably a DSLR

Foreign Language
The foreign language department is committed 
to a rigorous curriculum that is geared toward 
the development of the four critical skills: listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing in the target language. 
The curriculum is designed to inspire a love and 
appreciation of world languages and cultures in the 
students taking these courses. In working toward this 
goal, texts, workbooks, projects, and assessments are 
implemented to foster the possibility of maximum 
student growth and achievement over a three 
to four year period. All languages use a variety of 
supplementary materials including music, music 
videos, film, literature, news articles and visual art. 
Teachers instruct and model the skills students 
need to go out into the community, both locally 
and globally, and communicate effectively using their 
chosen language of study. Students are expected to 
listen, speak, read, and write in the target language at 
a level that is determined by formal testing criteria 
developed in conjunction with the particular year of 
foreign language study in question, including levels I, 
II, and III. At the end of the third year, students may 
opt to pursue a fourth year of Spanish or elect to 
take the Advanced Placement Spanish Language and 
Culture class that emphasizes grammar review and 
the reading of modern or classical authors. By the 
end of the fourth year, students are expected to write 
one to two page essays on a variety of topics, and 
discuss the works they have read. Qualified students 
are also encouraged to take the Advanced Placement 
examination in their target language in order to 
receive college credit. 

Graduation Requirements: 3 years or through level 3 
of the same language 

course Offerings

MaNDaRiN i
Mandarin I introduces students to the language 
and culture of China while developing fundamental 
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in the 
Chinese language. Listening emphasizes recognition 
of basic words, simple sentences and classroom 
expressions related to personal and daily activities. 
Speaking emphasizes repeating words and sentences, 
and addressing new acquaintances. Reading skills help 
students recognize Pinyin, 150 simple characters, and 
300 common words related to daily life. Students 
understand commonly seen signs and instructions with 
the help of drawings and photos. The writing portion 
emphasizes correctly producing basic characters and 
composing simple phrases and sentences correctly. 
Cultural activities introduce customs, traditions, and 
life in modern China. Students engage in activities 
to understand the relationship between language 
and culture and develop similarities and differences 
between Chinese culture and American culture.

Textbooks:
Integrated Chinese Level 1, Part 1, 3rd Edition; 
Cheng & Tsui
Integrated Chinese Level 1, Part 1, 3rd Edition 
Workbook; Cheng & Tsui
Integrated Chinese Level 1, Part 1, 3rd Edition 
Character Workbook; Cheng & Tsui

MaNDaRiN ii
Mandarin II builds on a fundamental knowledge of 
Chinese language and culture. In addition to helping 
students consolidate their knowledge of Chinese, this 
course focuses on oral proficiency and expanding 
vocabulary. Students speak Chinese in every class, 
refining the tones and pronunciation of Mandarin 
Chinese, and they continue to explore the art, 
traditions, and culture of China.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Mandarin I.

Textbooks:
Integrated Chinese Level 1, Part 2, 3rd Edition; 
Cheng & Tsui
Integrated Chinese Level 1, Part 2, 3rd Edition 
Workbook; Cheng & Tsui
Integrated Chinese Level 1, Part 2 3rd Edition 
Character Workbook; Cheng & Tsui

SPaNiSh i
Spanish 1, conducted in Spanish and English, focuses 
on speaking and writing in the Spanish language, as 
well as exploring the culture of Spanish-speaking 
countries. Students learn vocabulary to communicate 
in a variety of settings at a basic level and present 
short oral presentations in English and Spanish.  
Students reinforce and further their knowledge of 
other disciplines through the use of foreign language.  
Students expand their cultural viewpoint of the 
Spanish-speaking world by watching videos, doing 
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readings both in and out of the text, and participating 
in class discussions. Computer technology and other 
technologies are employed as foreign language tools 
when appropriate.

Textbooks: 
Espanol Santillana Student Book, Level 1
Santillana Student Practice Workbook, Level 1

SPaNiSh ii
Spanish II builds on a fundamental knowledge of 
the Spanish language and the cultures of Spanish-
speaking countries. The curriculum emphasizes 
effective communication skills. Students expand 
their vocabulary by speaking Spanish in every class, 
doing short oral presentations, and by taking regular 
written and oral examinations. Emphasis is placed on 
conversing, reading, and writing in the simple present, 
past, and future tenses. Students continue to explore 
cultural viewpoints and history of the Spanish-
speaking world by watching videos, doing readings 
both in and out of the text and having discussions. 
In addition to the textbook, the instructor introduces 
many supplemental materials including music, film, 
and current events.
Prerequisites: Spanish I

Textbooks: 
Español Santillana Level 2, Student Edition with 
Audio CDs
Español Santillana Level 2, Workbook

SPaNiSh iii
Spanish III further solidifies students’ understanding of 
the Spanish language through conversing and writing 
in the present, past, and future tenses with increasing 
accuracy.  Emphasis is placed on the understanding 
of more complex language structure using both the 
present and the past subjunctive, hypothetical phrases, 
and perfect tenses.  While students continue to speak 
Spanish in every class, they also give frequent oral 
presentations, take written and oral examinations, 
and read from a variety of sources and texts.  
Students continue to expand their cultural viewpoint 
of the Spanish-speaking world, by creating videos and 
research projects designed to teach the history and 
cultural traditions of the Spanish-speaking world. 
Prerequisites: Spanish II

Textbooks: 
Español Santillana: Level 3, Student Edition with 
Audio CDs
Español Santillana: Level 3, Workbook

SPaNiSh iii hONORS
Spanish III Honors is a course designed for highly 
motivated Spanish students who have demonstrated 
excellence in Spanish II. They have the capacity for 
further growth in speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing in the language. The course works towards 
accuracy of basic written and oral communication. 

Students speak Spanish in every class, give frequent 
oral presentations, and engage in project-based 
learning. Like Spanish III, students are evaluated in all 
language skills through written and oral examinations 
and projects.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Spanish II with 
a B+ grade or higher, and department approval.

Textbooks: 
Español Santillana: Level 3, Student Edition with 
Audio CDs
Español Santillana: Level 3, Workbook

SPaNiSh iV
In Spanish IV, students will deepen their interest 
and love for the acquisition of the Spanish language. 
Students are  held to high standards in class 
preparedness, oral presentations, discussion and 
analysis of Spanish literature. Students speak in 
Spanish at all times in order to ensure that every 
opportunity is allowed for students to improve their 
listening and speaking skills. The ultimate goal is to 
be able to competently communicate, both orally 
and in writing, with a native speaker. Throughout the 
year students read, discuss, and analyze various kinds 
of literature including short stories, informational 
articles, poems, and plays. Students also learn about 
current events and cultural aspects of the Spanish-
speaking world.  While classes include lecture-based 
discussions supporting the study of literature, the 
class will also take field trips to explore the cultural 
aspects of Spanish-speaking communities. To create 
an awareness of the Spanish-speaking world, students 
are required to produce bi-weekly oral presentations 
on current events. 
Prerequisites: Spanish I, II, and III

Textbooks: 
Imagina, by Jose A. Blanco, 
Imagina, espanol sin barreras, by Tocaimaza-Hatch 
Blanco

aP SPaNiSh laNGUaGe aND cUlTURe
AP Spanish Language and Culture is an advanced 
course that emphasizes the use of language for 
active communication and also prepares students 
for the Advanced Placement examination in May. 
The course focuses on the five essential themes: 
Global Challenges, Beauty and Aesthetics, Families 
and Communities, Personal and Public Identities, 
Contemporary Life, and Science and Technology. 
Students will explore each theme through both 
written and audio resources, acquire new vocabulary 
and practice writing and speaking formally and 
informally. Topics in advanced grammar will also be 
covered. Materials will include reading, discussion, 
and analysis of various kinds of literature such as 
short stories, informational articles, poems, and plays. 
Current events and cultural aspects of the Spanish-
speaking world are also emphasized. 
Prerequisites: Spanish I, II, III, or IV, and department 
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Textbook: 
AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination 
3rd Edition; by Jose M. Diaz, Margarita Leicher-Prieto, 
and Gilda Nissenberg

Math
The mission of the Ojai Valley School Mathematics 
Department is to develop critical thinking and problem 
solving skills that will prepare all students for successful 
roles in a rapidly changing society. A variety of courses 
ranging from Algebra 1 to AP Calculus BC are offered. 
The math curriculum is aligned with other disciplines 
in order to provide maximum exposure to real world 
applications. Our courses involve a multifaceted 
approach to problem solving, which includes analytical, 
numerical, graphical and verbal reasoning. Value is 
placed on pure mathematics including proofs as well 
as creativity, discovery and applications. Technology 
such as scientific graphing calculators, Geometer’s 
Sketchpad and other software are appropriately 
employed for curriculum enrichment. Students are 
expected to be actively involved in all areas of their 
mathematical education, which includes substantial 
collaboration with classmates. At the end of their 
OVS mathematical education, students will be well 
prepared to succeed in a university environment.
Graduation Requirements: 3 years

alGebRa i
This first year course provides a solid foundation in 
algebraic skills and concepts, and lays the groundwork 
for more advanced math classes in the curriculum. 
The course emphasizes fundamental properties of 
real numbers, solving linear equations and inequalities, 
and multiplying and factoring polynomials. Topics also 
include systems of equations and absolute values. 
Students learn to approach problems in a variety of 
ways.

Textbook:
Pearson Mathematics: Algebra 1 Foundations Common 
Core Edition, Pearson Mathematics, Kennedy & Pearson

GeOMeTRy
Geometry is a one-year course that is designed 
to develop students’ understanding of geometric 
concepts by emphasizing and integrating logical 
reasoning and spatial visualization skills. It is a 
course wherein deductive reasoning is the basis of 
understanding.  All instruction is designed to actively 
engage the students and promote understanding, 
as opposed to rote memorization.  Consequently, 
class dialogue is an integral part of the teaching and 
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learning process. The geometry course will focus 
on the following topics: points, lines, planes, and 
angles, deductive reasoning, parallel lines and planes, 
congruent triangles, quadrilaterals, similar polygons, 
right triangles, circles, areas of plane figures, areas 
and volumes of solids, and coordinates.  The goals 
of the geometry course are to teach students the 
value of mathematics, to reason mathematically, to 
think analytically, to be problem solvers, to work 
independently and also in groups, to practice 
communication skills, and to prepare for subsequent 
math courses.
Prerequisites: Algebra I

Textbook(s):
Holt Geometry for California, Burger, Chard, Hall, 
Kennedy, Leinwand, Renfro, Roby, Seymour, and Waits, 
Holt, Rinehart, Winston
Or
Holt Geometry for California, online textbook version

hONORS GeOMeTRy
Open to students with a strong background in 
math, the Honors Geometry course follows the 
same syllabus as basic Geometry, but concepts are 
explored in more depth and the pace of the course is 
faster. The goal is to develop students’ understanding 
of geometric concepts by emphasizing and integrating 
logical reasoning and spatial visualization skills. It is a 
course wherein deductive reasoning is the basis of 
understanding.  All instruction is designed to actively 
engage the students and the course promotes 
understanding, as opposed to rote memorization.  
Consequently, class dialogue is an integral part of 
the teaching and learning process. The course will 
focus on the following topics: points, lines, planes, and 

angles, deductive reasoning, parallel lines and planes, 
congruent triangles, quadrilaterals, similar polygons, 
right triangles, circles, areas of plane figures, areas 
and volumes of solids, and coordinates.  The goals 
of the geometry course are to teach students the 
value of mathematics, to reason mathematically, to 
think analytically, to be problem solvers, to work 
independently and also in groups, to practice 
communication skills, and to prepare for subsequent 
honors or advanced level math courses.
Prerequisites: Algebra I

Textbook(s):
Holt Geometry for California, Burger, Chard, Hall, 
Kennedy, Leinwand, Renfro, Roby, Seymour, and Waits, 
Holt, Rinehart, Winston
Or
Holt Geometry for California, online textbook version

alGebRa ii
This course continues the development of algebraic 
skills and prepares students for pre-calculus in Math 
IV: Math Analysis. In the first semester, students in 
Algebra II will revisit some of the basic concepts of 
Algebra and also learn about inequalities and proofs, 
linear equations and functions, products and factors 
of polynomials, rational expressions, and irrational and 
complex numbers.  Throughout the second semester, 
the course we will cover quadratic equations and 
functions, variation and polynomial equations, analytic 
geometry, exponential and logarithmic functions and 
sequences and series.
Prerequisites: Algebra I

Textbook:
Pearson Mathematics: Algebra 2 Common Core 
Edition, Pearson Mathematics, by Kennedy &  Pearson

iNTeRMeDiaTe alGebRa
Designed for students who have struggled with 
mathematics, Intermediate Algebra covers the same 
material as Algebra II but moves at a slower pace. The 
class enables students to use mathematics as a tool in 
active learning situations and provides opportunities 
for exploration, investigation, and reasoning. Some 
of the topics covered are linear equations and 
inequalities, graphing, functions, quadratic equations, 
logarithmic equations, exponential equations, 
geometry, number patterns, and data analysis. The 
goals and objectives of the course are to develop 
a love of math (or at least increase enjoyment!) 
develop a higher level of confidence and competence 
in problem solving, solidify understanding of basic 
algebraic concepts, develop an understanding of 
more sophisticated algebraic concepts, extend 
and increase knowledge of geometry, and develop 
an understanding of basic statistics. Students are 
encouraged to work collaboratively, demonstrate 
understanding of mathematical concepts through 
written and verbal communications, and learn 
appropriate use of calculator and other technology in 
mathematical problem solving.
Prerequisites: Algebra I

Textbook:
Algebra 2 with Trigonometry by Smith, et al, published 
by Prentice Hall 

FUNcTiONS aND STaTiSTicS
This course is designed to be an introductory course 
in statistics, which will prepare students for a first-
year college-level course. Students are instructed in 
statistical principles and their application to data and 
samples. Students are also instructed in the use of the 
TI-80 series calculators and the statistical functions 
found on the calculator. Some of the topics covered 
include distributions and random sampling, analysis 
of data, measures of central tendency, correlation, 
confidence intervals, and significant tests. The class will 
also look at experimental design and its relationship 
to statistics in research. Statistics will enable the 
students to interpret statistical analysis presented in 
research materials.
Prerequisites: Algebra I and II

Textbook(s):
StatsPortal for Basic Practice of Statistics, (access 
card) © 2012, by David S. Moore
The Basic Practice of Statistics w/Student CD, 
©2013, Sixth Edition, by David Moore, William I. 
Notz, and Michael A. Fligner

Reading List: Summer reading for all statistics students 
Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell
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Science
The science curriculum places an emphasis on 
exploration, analysis, and problem solving to give 
students a strong foundation in scientific principles, 
as well as the analytical, reasoning and critical thinking 
skills to pursue careers in science, engineering, and 
medicine. Students typically begin their high school 
studies in Biology, Physics and Chemistry. Upon 
completion of these core courses, students in the 
upper grade levels can pursue advanced courses 
in AP Biology, AP Physics, AP Chemistry or AP 
Environmental Science. All students emerge with an 
understanding of how science is relevant in our world, 
and how to apply scientific methods and principles.

Graduation Requirements: 3 years laboratory science; 
Biology and Chemistry Required

course Offerings
biOlOGy
Students in this course develop an understanding 
of the processes, structures, and functions of the 
components that make up living systems, including 
cell structure and division, photosynthesis, cellular 
respiration, taxonomy, human anatomy and 
physiology, evolution, biochemistry, and genetics. 
Students demonstrate the ability to safely carry out 
laboratory work using observational, analytical, and 
critical thinking skills. Students in this class will take a 
field trip to explore Pacific Ocean tide pools. 

Textbooks: 
Biology, by Kenneth R. Miller and Joseph S. Levine; 
Prentice Hall Publishing
Biology: Guided Reading and Study Workbook, by 
Kenneth R. Miller and Joseph S. Levine

functions. The primary focus of the course is to 
assist students in developing new problem solving 
and critical thinking skills that will prepare them for 
further study in mathematics, the physical sciences or 
engineering. By the end of this course, students are 
expected to be able to: identify and graph various 
types of functions; define and apply the natural 
logarithmic, natural exponential, trigonometric, and 
inverse trigonometric functions; use a calculator to 
perform regression analysis; define and evaluate limits 
of functions; apply the concept of the derivative to 
solve practical problems, use algebraic and numerical 
techniques for evaluating integrals; determine the 
convergence or divergence of numerical sequences 
and series; and more.
Prerequisites: Algebra I, Algebra II, Math IV, and 
department approval

Textbook:
Thomas’ Calculus with Early Transcendentals, by 
Finney, Weir, & Giordano; Publisher : Addison Wesley

A TI 83+ or TI 84+ graphing calculator is required for 
this course.

Textbook:
Thomas’ Calculus Early Transcendentals, Updated 
10th Edition, by Finney, Weir, Giordano

aP STaTiSTicS
The AP Statistics course gives students a college-
level, introductory look at data analysis and the wide-
ranging utility of statistics. Students utilize real data 
from business, sports, the sciences, and surveys to 
learn about appropriate sampling methods and the 
conclusions that may, or may not, be drawn from 
them. Standard normal distributions play a major 
role in the course, as do modeling and probability. 
Students are well prepared for the AP Statistics exam.
Prerequisites: Math IV: Math Analysis

Textbook:
The Practice of Statistics for the AP Fourth Edition, by 
Starnes, Yates, and Moore

Reading List: Summer reading for all statistics students 
Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell

MaTh iV: MaTh aNalySiS aND PRe-
calcUlUS
Math Analysis bridges Algebra II and Calculus. Many 
of the topics are familiar, but the presentation tends 
to be more conceptual and less procedural than is 
the case with Algebra II. Additionally, we incorporate 
statistics as a way to investigate functions. After 
completing this course, students will be prepared to 
take AP Calculus or AP Statistics. We cover traditional 
topics (polynomial functions, exponential functions, 
and trigonometric functions) while developing more 
generalized skills that will apply to any course: the 
ability to view a complex problem and see the simple 
structure, the ability to approach new notation and 
definitions and learn to apply them to new situations, 
and to learn to use efficient methods given a variety 
of options. Mathematics is discussed as a language as 
well as being a useful tool. It is my goal that students 
recognize the similarity in the study of mathematics to 
that of literature, language, or philosophy. The course 
is designed with the intention that students learn to, 
as a colleague once said, “dance instead of march.”
Prerequisites: Algebra I and II

Textbook:
Mathematics for Calculus 4th Edition, by Stewart, 
Redlin, Watson

aP calcUlUS ab
AP Calculus is a yearlong class that is equivalent to 
one semester of college calculus. The three main areas 
of emphasis are limits, derivatives, and anti-derivatives. 
Students taking this class are expected to take the 
AP test in the spring. The goals and objectives are to 
develop a higher level of confidence and competence 
in mathematical problem solving, to appreciate real 
world applications of calculus, to learn a variety of 
methods to solve academically challenging problems, 
and to demonstrate understanding of mathematical 
concepts through written & verbal communications. 
Students learn to work collaboratively, and teaching 
emphasizes both theory and applications to hone 
analytical skills.
Prerequisites: Algebra I, Algebra II, Math IV, and 
department approval

Textbook:
Calculus: Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic Bundle, 
Edition: 3rd by Finney, Demana, Waits, and Kennedy, 
Prentice Hall

aP calcUlUS bc
AP Calculus BC is a yearlong course that examines 
the topics of differential and integral calculus of 
functions of one variable, including limits and 
continuity, derivatives and their applications, integrals 
and their applications, methods of integration, 
elements of analytical geometry, improper integrals, 
sequences and series, plane vectors and polar 
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cONcePTUal cheMiSTRy
Conceptual Chemistry introduces students to 
traditional chemistry topics within the context of 
societal issues and real-world scenarios. The course 
will cover environmental concerns, water uses, 
chemical properties, energy, gases and radiation, and 
climate. Students gain problem-solving skills through 
an inquiry and problem-based curriculum. 
Prerequisites: Algebra I

Textbook: 
Chemistry in the Community 5th edition by 
American Chemical Society and W.H. Freedman, et al

cheMiSTRy
Chemistry provides students with a foundation in 
laboratory science and develops their critical thinking 
and investigative skills to prepare them for advanced 
science course work. Students learn basic chemistry 
concepts with an emphasis on problem solving, 
experimental design, and applied mathematics. Topics 
covered include: scientific measurement, atomic 
structure, electrons in atoms, the periodic table, ionic 
and metallic bonding, covalent bonding, chemical 
names and formulas, chemical quantities and chemical 
reactions, moles and stoichiometry, properties of 
gases, oxidation and reduction, and more. 
Prerequisites:  Algebra I

Textbook:
Chemistry by Antony C. Wilbraham, Dennis D. Staley, 
Michael S. Matta, Edward L. Waterman

cONcePTUal PhySicS
Conceptual Physics is the science that studies the 
nature of matter, energy, and their relationships. It 
is the branch of science that involves the study of 
physical phenomena in order to establish patterns. 
Physicists investigate everything from atoms to 
galaxies, from toys to toasters, and from music to 
plumbing. Most forms of engineering require a 
strong background in basic physics principles and 
concepts. Conceptual physics provides a conceptually 
based exposure to the fundamental principles and 
processes of the physical world. Topics include basic 
concepts of motion, forces, energy, heat, electricity, 
magnetism, and the structure of matter and the 
universe. Upon completion, students should be 
able to describe examples and applications of the 
principles studied. Laboratory experiments enhance 
and consolidate the understanding of basic physical 
principles and applications. 
Prerequisites: Algebra I

Textbook: 
Conceptual Physics, 3rd Edition by Paul G. Hewitt

PhySicS
Physics is the foundation that all other sciences are 
built on.  Physics describes the world around us 
through the study of the relationship between energy 
and matter. It explains some of the most basic things 
we take for granted, such as why we don’t fly off the 
earth into space, how the molecules that make up 
our bodies and the items around us stay together, 
how we see and hear, and why a bowling ball falls 
at the same rate as a ball bearing. This course is 
designed to help students think and analyze problems 
in the real world.  Demonstrations and lab activities 
are used to enhance student understanding. To be 
successful, students must possess strong Algebra II 
and problem-solving skills. This physics course will 
cover measurement, vectors, kinematics, statics, 
dynamics, momentum, work, power, energy, electricity, 
and magnetism. 
Prerequisites: Algebra I and II

Textbook: 
Physics Principles with Applications, 5th revised 
edition by Douglas C. Giancoli

aP cheMiSTRy 
AP chemistry is a course that provides students 
with a rigorous college-level lab science experience 
in the high school environment.  The main objective 
of the course is to prepare students to pass the AP 
chemistry exam in May for university credit.  Students 
will develop study skills and higher level thinking 
skills commonly attributed to college freshmen. 
Topics covered in AP chemistry are stoichiometry, 
reactions, gases, thermochemistry, atomic structure, 
bonding, VSEPR Theory, liquids and solids, properties 

of solutions, kinetics, equilibrium, acids and bases, acid 
and base equilibria, thermodynamics, electrochemistry, 
nuclear chemistry, and organic/ polymer chemistry.
Prerequisites:  Algebra I and II, Chemistry, and 
department approval

Textbooks: 
Chemistry, 7th Edition by Steven S. Zumdahl
Cracking the AP Chemistry Exam, 2013 Edition by 
The Princeton Review

aP biOlOGy
AP Biology is a fast-paced introductory college-level 
course in modern biology that prepares students 
for the AP exam examination. The course is based 
on four Big Ideas: Evolution, Energy Transformations, 
Information Transfer, and Ecological Interactions, 
which encompass the core scientific principles, 
theories and processes governing living organisms 
and biological systems. Through inquiry based lab 
investigations, students develop advanced inquiry and 
reasoning skills, such as designing a plan for collecting 
data, analyzing data, applying mathematical routines, 
and connecting concepts. 
Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and department 
approval

Textbooks: 
Biology, by Campbell and Reece; Pearson; ISBN-10: 
0805368442
Reading List:
Pearson Active Reading Guide by Holtzclaw and 
Holtzclaw
Cliffs Notes AP Biology, 4th Edition by Phillip E. Pack
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca 
Skloot
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aP PhySicS 
Students in Advanced Placement Physics will gain 
basic knowledge of the discipline of physics, including 
phenomenology, theories and techniques, concepts 
and general principles; the ability to ask physical 
questions and to obtain solutions to physical questions 
by use of qualitative and quantitative reasoning and 
by experimental investigation; fostering of important 
student attributes, including appreciation of the 
physical world and the discipline of physics, curiosity, 
creativity, and reasoned skepticism, and understanding 
connections of physics to other disciplines and to 
societal issues. The course consists of 12 units with 
a test at the completion of each unit. Units generally 
begin with an essential question and a demonstration 
or two to allow the students to hypothesize and 
discover the physical relationships.

Prerequisites:  Algebra I and II, Physics, and department 
approval.

Textbook:
Physics Principles with Applications, 5th revised 
edition by Douglas C. Giancoli

aP eNViRONMeNTal ScieNce
Students in this course explore key environmental 
issues that we face in the 21st Century while 
preparing for the AP exam. The course strives to 
illustrate global issues through scientific analysis 
of local problems. In addition to science, students 
examine the economic, social, cultural, and political 
aspects behind environmental issues. Students in 
this course study ecosystems, human population, 
renewable resources, energy, pollution, economics, 
public policy and sustainable communities. These 
topics are intertwined with study of campus water 
and power usage, the removal of the Matilija Dam 
and restoration of the Matilija Creek drainage, and 
the removal of exotic species from Santa Cruz 
Island. As part of the water diversions unit, students 
take a weeklong camping trip to the Owens River 
Valley in the Eastern Sierra to see first hand what 
they have studied. Students also conduct an in-depth 
study of the environmental impacts present at Ojai 
Valley School as they apply to sections of the text, 
Environmental Science. The class evaluates the role 
that alternative energy plays in a sustainable energy 
plan for an organization or a country, and students 
work directly with the OVS solar electric system, 
which is equipped with real-time monitoring tools. 
Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and department 
approval

Textbook: 
Environmental Science: A Study of Interrelationships, 
13th Edition by Eldon D. Enger and Bradley F. Smith

MaRiNe ScieNce
Marine Science, an upper-level science elective, 
integrates the disciplines of physics, chemistry, biology 
and technology in a hands-on course that emphasizes 
field-based studies. Students develop an in-depth 
knowledge of marine organisms, and explore 
environmental issues impacting marine eco-systems 
worldwide. Topics covered include marine advanced 
technology, anatomical evolution of invertebrates, 
marine mammal biology, and oceanography, with a 
special emphasis on the Southern California coast. 
Considerable time in this class is devoted to lab and 
field, including whale watching and field trips to local 
tide pools. 
Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry

Textbook:
Oceanography: An Introduction to Marine Science by 
Tom S. Garrison
Reading List:
The Fertile Fjord by Richard M. Strickland
The Edge of the Sea By Rachel Carson

Social Science
Social Sciences classes engage students in an in-depth 
exploration of the history of human events and ideas, 
and provide an understanding of the many ways 
those have combined to shape modern thinking and 
the modern world at large. The curricular emphasis 
enables students to recognize patterns and make 
connections between the past and present, and to 
value the scientific study of human behavior and its 
outcomes. It also provides students with a range of 
hands-on opportunities, from practicing the basics of 
courtroom decorum to undertaking psychological 
evaluations of their peers.  All courses incorporate 
a range of investigatory methods, historical inquiry, 
and extensive reading and analytical writing to enable 
students to question and evaluate the world around 
them. Each course introduces new skills and tools, 
and each employs a host of research-based projects 
to augment learning.

Graduation Requirements: 3 years social sciences; 
must include World History and U.S. History. 

course Offerings

hUMaNiTieS
Literary critic Lionel Trilling remarked that the 
study of Humanities is built upon the notion that 
“there is a certain minimum of our intellectual and 
spiritual tradition which a man must experience and 
understand if he is to be called educated.” Students 
in this class are asked to examine cultures different 
from their own, appreciate literature and the arts 
in written assignments, write clearly and analytically, 
and fearlessly participate in class discussions. As 
part of their exploration, students investigate early 
cultures, world mythology, great civilizations, and 
world religions. In the end, this course centers on 
the idea that historical events and philosophical 
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exploration are located in humankind’s need to 
answer fundamental questions such as where do 
I come from, how do I lead a good life, and what 
happens when I die? This class calls upon students to 
think, perhaps in ways they never have before, about 
these and other issues. To that end, an open mind, 
strong work ethic and curious intellect are keys to 
success.

Reading list:
Odyssey by Homer
Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse
A River Runs Through It by Norman Maclean
Ishmael by Daniel Quinn

WORlD hiSTORy
Who are we and how did we come to be this way? 
These are the essential questions we set out to 
answer in World History, a sweeping survey course 
in which students explore deep historical foundations 
to answer questions about our world today. Students 
follow the development of civilizations around the 
world, with a focus on human-geographic relationships, 
political and social structures, economics, science and 

technology, and the arts. They also investigate major 
religions and belief systems, explore world geography, 
and study major benchmarks in world history, such 
as the development of agriculture, the spread of 
democracy and the rise and fall of great civilizations. 
At every turn, this course seeks to relate events of 
the past to questions that rage in the present-day 
world about power, conflict, culture and identity. At 
the end of the day, we want students not just to learn 
history, but to be historians and to consider the study 
of the past a critical component of evaluating the 
present.
Prerequisites: Humanities or an equivalent grade 9 
social studies course.

Textbook:
World History: The Human Experience, The Early 
Ages by Farah & Karls 
Reading List:
A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by 
Ishmael Beah
1491:New Revelations of the Americas before 
Columbus by Charles C. Mann

aP WORlD hiSTORy
AP World History is a fast-paced, college-level 
course, available to willing and academically 
prepared students, that covers the span of human 
history from its beginnings to the present. Students 
develop a greater understanding of the evolution 
of global events as well as the nature of changes 
in international frameworks and their causes and 
consequences. The course is organized around five 
overarching themes: Interaction Between Humans 
and the Environment; Development and Interaction 
of Cultures; State-Building, Expansion, and Conflict; 
Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic 
Systems; and Development and Transformation of 
Social Structures. These themes serve as unifying 
threads throughout our studies and help students to 
relate what is particular about each time period or 
society to a “big picture” of history. In discussing and 
assessing these themes, students employ historical 
thinking skills and utilize historical evidence to craft 
arguments and assess the significance, cause, and 
impact of historical events. In the end, a goal of this 
course is to prepare students to take the Advanced 
Placement World History exam. But that should not 
be mistaken as a year spent “teaching to the test” 
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or engaging in rote memorization exercises. On the 
contrary, the aim is to push students to go beyond a 
simple recitation of history to become true historians, 
students capable of connecting the dots between 
historical periods, places and events while developing 
the requisite reading, writing and critical thinking skills 
necessary to succeed in higher level history courses.
Prerequisites: World History or an equivalent grade 10 
social studies course, plus teacher recommendations.

Textbook:
Ways of the World, A Global History with Sources 
for AP*, 2nd Edition by Robert W. Strayer, Bedford/
St. Martin’s 
Reading List: Guns, Germs and Steel by Jared Diamond 
Cracking the AP World History Exam, 2014 by The 
Princeton Review 

UNiTeD STaTeS hiSTORy
United States History is a one-year college 
preparatory course designed to develop students’ 
understanding of sophisticated topics and concepts 
related to the study of the history and development 
of the United States. The course focuses on 
extending students’ knowledge of historical 
facts and geography, while also developing their 
understanding of new topics including but not limited 
to the following: European exploration and Colonial 
America, American Revolution, the constitution and 
federalism, slavery and the Civil War, immigration and 
industrialization, the American Dream, the roaring 
twenties, World Wars I and II, the Cold War (1950’s, 
Music, Popular Culture, Vietnam), civil rights and the 
role of the President. Taught in conjunction with 
English 11, students explore the people and events 
relevant to American history from pre-colonial times 
to the present day through an analysis of American 
literature. Some of the skills students develop include 
critical thinking, reading comprehension, note taking, 
research and writing skills, group and cooperative 
learning, and public speaking.
Prerequisites: 9th Grade social science course 
(Humanities or the equivalent), and 10th Grade Social 
Sciences Course (World History) or the equivalent.

Textbook:
The American Vision, Student Edition, Edition: 1st by 
Appleby; Glencoe McGraw Hill. 
Reading List:
All Quiet on the Western Front by Eric Marie 
Remarque

aP UNiTeD STaTeS hiSTORy
Students in this class explore the people and events 
relevant to American history from pre-colonial times 
to the present. The curriculum combines topics 
from American history, geography, and literature in 
preparation for the AP exam. All students work to 
develop their analytical writing skills, critical thinking 
skills, reading comprehension, reliable outlining and 
note-taking, research skills, analysis of current events, 
group and cooperative learning, and public speaking. 
Specific attention is placed on historical writing and 
thesis development. In order to prepare for the AP 
exam, students will decode extensive multiple-choice 
questions and practice free response essay writing as 
well as document-based questions. Students develop 
an understanding of primary source documents, 
emphasizing the author’s point of view, audience, 
and tone. Topics include: European exploration and 
Colonial America; the American Revolution; the 
Constitution and Federalism; slavery and the Civil 
War; immigration and industrialization; the Roaring 
Twenties and the Great Depression; World Wars I 
and II; the Cold War (1950’s, Music, Popular Culture, 
Vietnam); Civil Rights, and the role of the President.
Prerequisites: 9th Grade Social Sciences Course 
(Humanities or equivalent), 10th Grade Social 
Sciences Course (World History, AP World History 
or equivalent) and department approval.

Textbooks:
The American Pageant, 14th Edition by David M. 
Kennedy, Lizabeth Cohen, Thomas A. Bailey
United States History: Preparing for the Advanced 
Placement Examination, Edition: Revised by John J. 
Newman
Kaplan AP US History Prep 2013-2014

aP PSychOlOGy
AP Psychology is designed to introduce students 
to the scientific study of the behavior and mental 
processes of human beings. Case studies, experiential 
modeling, and traditional classroom activities 
will engage students in the 14 major subfields in 
psychology within an interdisciplinary framework. The 
14 content areas include: History and Approaches, 
Research Methods, Biological Bases of Behavior, 
Sensation and Perception, States of Consciousness, 
Learning, Cognition, Motivation and Emotion, 
Developmental Psychology, Personality, Testing 
and Individual Differences, Abnormal Psychology, 
Treatment of Psychological Disorders, and Social 

Psychology.  The course will stress the need to think 
like a psychologist. As author and social psychologist, 
David Myers, notes, to think like a psychologist 
one must  “restrain intuition with critical thinking, 
judgmentalism with compassion, and illusion with 
understanding.”  In addition, the course will facilitate 
students in gaining insight into their self and their 
relationship to others.  Students in this class are 
expected to take the AP test. 
Prerequisites: 9th Grade Social Sciences Course 
(Humanities or equivalent), 10th Grade Social 
Sciences Course (World History, AP World History 
or equivalent) and department approval.

Textbook:
Myers’ Psychology for AP* by David G. Myers

aMeRicaN GOVeRNMeNT 
Students in this semester course will be exposed 
to foundations of American government through 
reading, lecture, and analysis in combination with both 
individual and cooperative learning. In addition to 
learning the introductory concepts of the Legislative, 
Executive, and Judicial Branches of government, 
students will learn about participating in government, 
public policies, state and local government, and 
political and economic systems. The goals of this 
course are for students to develop critical thinking 
and writing skills, understand the three branches 
of government, be prepared for college-level 
government or political science courses, and prepare 
and present information to a group. An emphasis is 
placed on persuasive writing, developing an opinion, 
and providing evidence to support a thesis. Students 
are expected to read the daily newspaper, review 
online news headlines, and keep informed about 
politics, business, and current events.
Prerequisites:  Students should have completed at 
least one year of U.S. History or equivalent.

Textbooks:
United States Government: Democracy in Action by 
Richard C. Remy, Ph.D. 

laW & SOcieTy
Law and Society is a semester course dedicated to 
teaching an understanding of the American legal 
system. At the conclusion of the semester, students 
will have gained an understanding of the law through 
interactive methods that focus on legal issues relevant 
to their lives. The class emphasizes problem-solving 
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skills, oral communication and listening abilities, general 
research skills, and mock trial and debate experience.  
Topics covered include: criminal law, civil law, criminal 
procedure, juvenile justice, family law, Constitutional 
law and the Bill of Rights, and relevant U.S. Supreme 
Court case law.  Students develop critical thinking 
and analytical skills through legal writing and research, 
mock trials, interviews, debates, trial techniques, jury 
selection and service, case briefs, and short research 
papers.  Students enjoy guest speakers ranging from 
local attorneys to law enforcement and probation 
officers.  A trip to Ventura County Superior Court is 
a highlight of the class, as well as preparation for and 
participation in the Mock Trial final exam.
Prerequisites: One year of U.S. History and one 
semester of American Government (preferred)

Textbooks:
Street Law by Glencoe McGraw Hill

ecONOMicS
Students in this online senior economics course 
explore fundamental themes of economics through 
reading, lecture, and analysis in combination with 
both individual and cooperative learning.  In addition 
to learning the introductory concepts of decision-
making, and the laws of supply and demand, students 
will participate in a stock market project, and be 
exposed to financial markets, savings and investment 
strategies, and government spending.  One of the 
goals of this course is to familiarize students with 
a distance-learning program prior to graduation. 
Students develop critical thinking and writing skills, 
understand strategies in savings and financial planning,  
and prepare for college-level economics courses. 
Students are expected to read the daily newspaper, 
and keep informed about business and current events.
Prerequisites: Students should have completed at 
least one year of American History or its equivalent. 
This is a semester online course for seniors.

Textbook:
The Little Book of Economics, 2nd Edition by  
Greg Ip

eSl hiSTORy
ESL History students gain an overview of the social 
studies concepts and vocabulary that they will 
be studying as mainstream students.  The goal for 
these students is for them to go into any one of the 
mainstream social studies courses with confidence 
in both the vocabulary and topics presented in 
World History, US History, Government, and Law 
and Society. Each quarter ESL History focuses on a 
different aspect of social studies.  In the first semester, 
students study both cultural and physical geography 
with a focus on ethics.  Students also focus on Civics 
and Government with an emphasis on comparison, 
logical development of an argument, paraphrasing 
and summarizing and citation.  In the second 
semester, students focus on both World and US 
History, completing a research paper in conjunction 
with the Advanced ESL Writing class.  They will also 
read a historical fiction novel in conjunction with the 
Advanced ESL Reading class.

Textbooks:
Gateway to Social Studies; National Geographic 
Learning
Gateway to Social Studies Workbook; National 
Geographic Learning
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OVS College Counseling provides guidance to 
students in navigating the college admission 
process starting from the Freshman year through 
graduation.  Our goal is to walk alongside students 
and their families to provide guidance in the 
decision making that takes place at every step in 
the college admission process.  College admission 
and selection can be a successful and rewarding 
endeavor with the teamwork of student, parent, 
and College Counselor, one that engages the 
heart and mind, hope and anticipation, and a 
healthy dose of good humor.  

“College is a match to be made, not a prize to be 
won.”  This motto coined by a greatly respected 

cOlleGe cOUNSeliNG

friend and mentor, Frank Sachs of the Blake 
School, is a hallmark sentiment guiding the 
profession of College Counseling today.  The 
philosophy of OVS College Counseling holds 
this as a compass in navigating the process of 
college admission for our students.  By far the 
most valuable elements of college selection are 
the experience, quality of education, and personal 
transformation that a challenging, engaging 
college experience can provide the motivated and 
prepared student.  We seek to work closely with 
each individual student to find this key element 
of “fit” at the college that will stimulate and 
strengthen them in the formative years following 
high school.    

Upper Campus students are guided in college 
admission preparation throughout all four years 
of high school, working closely with the College 
Counselor during their Junior and Senior years in 
the formal college admission process.  I hope to be 
working closely with your family, too, during this 
exciting time and want to extend a warm welcome 
to you to be in contact throughout the process. 

– Laura Boismenue, College Counselor

“College is a match to be made, not a prize to be won.”
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Allegheny College

arizona State University 
Auburn University 

azusa Pacific University 
Babson College 

Bard College

bennington college 

Bentley University

Bryant College 

boston college
boston University 

Brandeis University 

cal Poly, Pomona
cal Poly, San luis Obispo
california lutheran University
chapman University
Champlain College

Chinese University of Hong Kong

Colorado School of Mines

Concordia University, Irvine

cSU channel islands
CSU Northridge

Dickinson College

Elon University

emerson college
endicott college 
evergreen State college 
Fordham University

George Washington University
Goucher College

Hawaii Pacific University

Hobart and William Smith Colleges

Iona College

indiana University, bloomington
ithaca college
Kenyon College 

La Salle University

La Sierra University

Lewis and Clark College 

Marshall University

Marymount college 
Marymount Manhattan College

Mass. College of Pharmacy and Health 

Sciences

McDaniel College

Muhlenberg College

Menlo college
Miami University 

Michigan State University
Mount Holyoke College

New England College

New york University
Notre Dame de Namur University
Northeastern University
Northern Arizona University

Occidental college
Pace University 

Pennsylvania State University

Prescott college 
Purdue University

Redlands University
Rensselaer Polytechnic institute
Rochester Institute of Technology

Rollins College

Rutgers, New Brunswick

San Diego State University

San Jose State University

San Francisco State University
Santa Clara University

Sarah Lawrence College

Simmons College 

Skidmore College

Smith College 

Sonoma State University
Southern Methodist University

Southwestern University

St. Anselm College

St. Lawrence University

St. John’s University

State University of New York, Albany

Stony brook University 
Suffolk University

Susquehanna University

Syracuse University
Swiss hotel Management School
Trinity University

University of Arizona

Uc berkeley
Uc Davis
Uc irvine
Uc los angeles
UC Merced

Uc Riverside
Uc San Diego
Uc Santa barbara 
Uc Santa cruz 
University of Connecticut

University of Denver

University of Hawaii, Manoa 

University of Iowa

University of illinois, Springfield
University of illinois, Urbana-champaign
University of La Verne 

University of Massachusetts, amherst 
University of Massachusetts, Boston

University of Miami

University of Minnesota, Twin cities
University of Nevada, las Vegas
University of Oregon 
University of the Pacific

University of Pittsburg
University of San Francisco
University of San Diego

University of Southern California

University of Toledo 

University of Washington
Vassar College

Villanova University 

Walla Walla University
Washington College

Washington State University, Pullmam

Wellesley college
Westmont College

Wheaton College, Massachusetts

Whittier College

aRT SchOOlS
Art Institute of New York 

Art Institute of Boston at Lesley University

Academy of Art University

Fashion institute of Design and 
Merchandising 

Otis College of Art and Design

Parsons School for Design
Pratt institute 
San Francisco art institute 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts

Graduates from 2011, 2012, and 2013 were accepted to the following colleges and universities. Matriculations are noted in bold.
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ACCREDITATION
Ojai Valley School is fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and holds membership in 
the California Association of Independent Schools, the College Board, the National Association of College Admissions 
Counselors, the National Association of Independent Schools, and The Association of Boarding Schools.


